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= & 


re ound 


8 


. 


President Kim I] Sung meets Mr. J.F. Aguilar Bulgarelli, 
President of the Latin American Institute of the Juche Idea 
(Apr. 13, 1975) 


President Kim I] Sung meets Mr. Genaro Carnero Checa, 
Ex-Secretary General of the Latin American Journalists’ 
Federation (Jun. 13, 1974) 
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President Kim IJ Sung meets Mr. Ichio Asukata, Chairman 
of the Japan Socialist Party (May 14, 1972) 
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President Kim I] Sung meets Mr. Tokuma Utsunomiya, Member 
of the House of Councilors of Japan (Spring, 1975) 


President Kim Il Sung meets Mr. Makoto Ichikawa, Councilor 
of the General Council of Trade Unions of Japan (Oct. 12, 1974) 
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President Kim Il Sung meets Mrs. Yoshiko Otaka, Member 


of the House of Councilors of Japan (May 13, 1979) 


President Kim Il Sung meets Mr. Yoshio Nishitani, Director 
of “Miraisha” Publishing House, Japan (Jun. 23, 1970) 


President Kim I] Sung meets Mr. Yawara Hata, Governor of 
Saitama Prefecture, Japan (Jul. 24, 1973) 


ON PUBLISHING THE REMINISCENCES 


April 15 this year is a very significant, auspicious day, the 
70th birthday of respected President Kim Ii Sung. 

He set out on the road of the revolution at the age of 14. He 
authored in his early years the immortal Juche idea, which 
holds the highest place in the history of human thoughts, led 
under its brilliant sunrays the two revolutionary wars against 
Japanese and US imperialisms to great victories, and gave wise 
leadership to the revolution and construction to make the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea a model socialist state. 

President Kim I] Sung has elaborated many revolutionary 
theories, new and unique, the present time urgently demands, 
and personally guided the work to put them into practice. 
Thus he has made and is making a great contribution to the 
building of socialism and communism and the advancement of 
the non-aligned movement, national-liberation movement in 
colonies and the international communist movement. 

That is why the progressive people the world over are so 
ardently wish to meet him even once great President 
Kim I] Sung who has scored such proud achievements that will 
go down for ever in the history of mankind. 

The President meets without ceremony and gives valuable 
instructions to not only heads of state but also scholars, ordina- 
ry public figures and people of all social strata who are learning 
after the Juche idea from many countries of the world. In this 
way he bestows a great favour on them. 

Those who have met President Kim I] Sung unanimously look 
up to him as “the great sun”, “the master of leadership”’ and 
“the fatherly leader” and say emphatically that he is a bound- 
lessly generous, benevolent and genuine leader and teacher of 


the people, who has a capacious mind and a simple and modest 
character, and takes quite a fatherly interest in everybody. 

The International Institute of the Juche Idea puts out the 
reminiscences ‘President Kim Il Sung Is the Leader of the 
World”, compiling part of anecdotes about the lofty virtues of 
President Kim I] Sung who acquires unchallenged authority and 
confidence of not only the Korean people but the world people 
and enjoys their profound respect and admiration. 

It is believed that this book will help to some extent towards 
learning after the noble popular character of the great President. 

Wishing the respected President Kim II Sung a long life and 
good health from the bottom of the heart, the Institute regards 
it as the greatest honour and happiness to dedicate this book to 
him on his 70th birthday. 

The Institute sends hearty greetings to all who helped in the 
publication of the book. 


The International Institute 
of the Juche Idea 


April, 1982 


CONTENTS 


President Kim I] Sung Realizes Human Emancipation 
on a Highest Plane 
Kaoru Yasui, Ex-Director General of the Internation- 


al Institute of the Juche Idea oo... ec ececceec eee eee eeeees 


Bosom of the Great Sun 
T.B. Mukherjee, President of the Asian Regional 


Institute of the Juche [dea ou... cee ceseceeceeceescesseeees 


We Are Honoured to Meet President Kim [1 Sung 
J.F. Aguilar Bulgarelli, President of the Latin Ameri- 


can Institute of the Juche [dea ........... cece ceee ee sese ence eees 


In the Benevolent Bosom of President Kim II Sung 
Ri Ke Bek, Vice-Chairman of the Central Standing 
Committee of the General Association of Korean 


Residents in Japan (Chongryon) .0........scesssscsssessesseeseees 


Great Leader Who Moves the World 


Kenichi Ogami, Secretary General of the IIJI_................. 


An Unaffected, Calm and Confident Man 
Genaro Carnero Checa, Ex-Secretary General of the 


Latin American Journalists’ Federation ................ccecceeeee 


I Meet President Kim I] Sung, the Man That They 


Call the Sun 
Sam J.E. Metzger, Sub-Editor, Sierra Leonean 


Newspaper “We Yome” ....s-ssssessssesesresreecersesessereesenereenees 


Mankind Wishes the Great Leader President 
Kim II Sung a Long Life in Good Health 
Nazwat Kassab Hassan, Lawyer and General Secretary 


of the Syria-Korea Friendship Society ...........ssscccsesseeeees 


Father of Korea 
Zulficar Kobbeissi, Arab Writer and Journalist 


Great Love, Great Happiness 


Daisy Bona Allen, Social Secretary of the Journalists’ 
Association of Sierra Leone 


Warm Care for the People of the World 
Toshio Higashitani, Chairman of the National Liaison 
Council of Societies for the Study of President 
Kim Il Sung’s Works 


Indelible Impressions of the Unforgettable Days 
Fujio Hanawa, Secretary General of the National 
Liaison Council of Societies for the Study of Presi- 
dent Kim I Sung’s Works 


The Korean People Are Really Happy under the 
Guidance of the Great Leader 


Tsunehiko Antaku, Secretary General of the National 
Conference between Japan and Korea 


CECH OCEHSEHEHEHHEHHS EHEC HHEETEHROS HEHEHE HHO OE EES 


Great Magnanimity 
Ichio Asukata, Chairman of the Japan Socialist Party 


I Have Growing Reverence for President Kim II Sung 
Tokuma Utsunomiya, Member of the House of 
Councilors: Of Japan. i:icisisieivecdevecsinicccavesodccnesesavecs na tovaies (148) 


Unceremonious Audience 
Makoto Ichikawa, Councilor of the General Council 
of Trade Unions of Japan ....sssssssecsssssssessssseestseseeteeeetees (155) 


There are Also Song and Dance in Life 
Yoshiko Otaka, Member of the House of Councilors 
OL Dap ais sisters sessetevisnsansassnsniencsdgeaetestan sites ena oresiuesade (165) 


President Kim [1 Sung and the Korean Women 
Sumiko Shimizu, Director of the Japan Women’s 
PNSSOCl AVION © 155 as25t 6 tinsazessrasteauelegeven tues adawucaisdoumeune aan tasee esas (173) 


On the Humanity of President Kim II Sung 
Yoshio Nishitani, Director of “Miraisha’ Publishing 
House, Japan ......ccsssssssssessecessecssseeseeeeeesecssesessseeesseeeeanes 


President Kim Il Sung — Master of Leadership 
Yawara Hata, Governor of Saitama Prefecture, Japan ....... (207) 


PRESIDENT KIM IL SUNG 
REALIZES HUMAN EMANCIP- 
ATION ON A HIGHEST PLANE 


Kaoru Yasui 


Ex-Director General of the International 
Institute of the Juche Idea 


As a scientist I attach importance to the study of books. But 
it has its limitation, I think. 

As all instances show, this is because many things can be 
confirmed through talks with their authors. 

In this sense it was my ardent desire to have sincere talks 
with President Kim I] Sung about the problems from the funda- 
mental philosophical problem to the present political issue, as a 
man who has long studied Kimilsungism and the Juche idea. 

My long-cherished desire has really come true. In August 
1975 I was received by President Kim II Sung during my visit to 
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea as head of the del- 
egation of the Japan-Korea Solidarity Committee of Social 
Scientists. 

I sat face to face with him and conversed with him to my 
heart’s content for a long time. 

The President gave instructions to me many atime. One day 
he told me over telephone to call on him alone in the near 
future and discuss all problems more sincerely. 

I could not repress my joy, indeed. 

First of all, I would like to express my impressions of the 
President. 

The Korean people speak highly of him with many expres- 
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sions. 

They call him the ever-victorious iron-willed brilliant com- 
mander, the brilliant revolutionary, benevolent father and so 
on. But in Japan these terms are sometimes met with resistance 
and treated with ridicule. 

From long ago I had a different view. When I met the 
President, I thought that it was very natural that the Korean 
people should praise him with such terms and pledge themselves 
to be remain loyal to him. 

Until now I did not find a proper expression for him. But in 
a word, he is a man of character who is endowed with lofty 
mentality and virtue and with noble qualities in a sense differ- 
ent a little from virtue, I thought. 

I have so far thought that an essential thing in the revolution 
resolves itself into the human problem, into a supreme leader 
in particular. So I wanted to confirm it with my own eyes and 
with my mind. Fortunately I could confirm it. 

He is really one and only man of character to be found in this 
world. 

Though he did so great a work and grasped all matters so 
deeply, he was very modest. 

Anyhow, it is impossible to express the true meaning with 
the word “‘modest’’. I am at a loss how to express. 

The human revolution in which man becomes the master of 
nature, society and his own destiny — this was what I had 
pursued for scores of years. 

In short, as far as I know, he not only radically carried out 
the liberation of man from nature and society but also accom- 
plished the internal emancipation of human being on a highest 
plane. This is my expression. 

I felt a great joy. This is because there is a man of distin- 
guished character whom I have imagined up to now, the man 
who bears the human revolution on his shoulders and who is 
possessed of intelligence, virtue and noble quality. 


It finds ample expression in his every movement. 

Sometimes I assume a servile attitude and at another time a 
haughty air. But the President is completely free from such a 
manner. 

It can be said that his personality is, as it were, a completed 
art work. 

One can call those who say thus worshippers of personal cult. 

But I have a different view. When I declared the revolution- 
ary idea of the President to be Kimilsungism in 1974, I stressed. 
“Marx said: “Take your own way and let them say as they wish.’ 
I think that as he said, if a man is oversensitive to what others 
say he cannot do his work as a genuine scientist nor can he 
undertake his revolutionary work.” 

After meeting President Kim II Sung, I could further confirm 
my faith in the President and Kimilsungism. That is why in a 
meeting held to welcome us I made a report under the title ‘““To 
Widely Disseminate Great Kimilsungism with the Immortal 
Juche Idea as Its Quintessence at Home and Abroad Is an 
Honourable Task of the Scientists Who Love Truth.”’ 

As a scientist I think that a standard of judgement should 
proceed from truth, after all. 

Whether or not it is a truth to think of Kimilsungism and the 
President’s personality, whether or not it is a truth for me to 
conclude that Kimilsungism is the guiding idea and theory and 
the method of leadership in the present era and whether or not 
it gains someone’s favour — all this matters little. What is im- 
portant is that whether or not I think it a truth as a scientist. 
My talk for hours with the President made me have firmer faith 
in the problem and further deepen my faith in it. 

This is why I am so pleased now. 

Next, I am going to mention the relations with dialectical 
materialism. 

What I questioned the President in particular was the correla- 
tions between matter and consciousness. 
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During the periods of Marx and Lenin, it was told that matter 
determines consciousness, it was regarded as a formula that 
matter is of primary importance and consciousness is of second- 
ary importance. 

In the era of Marx idealism was prevalent. Such being the 
historical condition they had to stress that matter defines 
consciousness. 

Our era, however, differs from the previous one. 

Ours is an era when we should approach nature and society 
actively with our own consciousness as masters of nature and 
society. I think this is clarified by Kimilsungism. 

The President made this point clear. 

He said time and again that this was never contradictory to 
the past proposition. 

His words were enough to touch a responsive chord in my 
heart. Though I also mentioned at that time, even in the case of 
dialectical materialism, it is required to emphasize the material- 
istic aspect on one occasion and the dialectical aspect on the 
other. But the emphasis of the dialectical aspect does not mean 
denying the materialistic aspect nor the stress of the material- 
istic aspect mean thinking lightly of and taking no account of 
the dialectical aspect. As he regarded it as dialectic, Lenin 
spoke of it. I also referred to this point frequently in my books. 

I think this is the way of thinking conforming with the 
President’s idea. 

I could confirm this point in what he said passionately at 
the beginning. 

Because of a good mutual understanding, the President said 
passionately, with his face beaming with joy, and I also told him 
fervently. 

Then he said in the following vein: 

You can discuss all problems with me sincerely and deeply. 
Now I am drawing up the report to be delivered at the com- 
memoration of the 30th anniversary of the foundation of the 
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Workers’ Party of Korea and mapping out the National Eco- 
nomic Plan for 1976. So I can not give written answers to all 
the questions raised by you. I should like to meet your require- 
ments as much as possible with this talk today and have a more 
detailed discussion later. 

What is to be duly considered here is whether we should 
make the peoples of the embattled third world countries in 
Africa accept it all immediately. So saying, he stressed that we 
should on no account do so. 

The peoples of various countries fight on, with their own 
consciousness under the conditions peculiar to their countries 
and under the circumstances their age is in. 

In some countries religion still serves as a motive power in 
their struggle. Mohammedanism is a case in point. Therefore, if 
we impose a sort of scientific theory we made a study of, it will 
not give them any encouragement. 

What he said in regard to the problems arising in the third 
world has something in common with my conception. We 
always value the consciousness of those with whom we should 
fight hand in hand. 

However, we do not confine ourselves to it. Consciousness 
grows in depth in the course of the movement. Speaking of the 
movement against atomic and hydrogen bombs, one year after 
the Hiroshima declaration was adopted, the declaration calling 
for a concerted action between the movement against atomic 
and hydrogen bombs and the movement against military bases. 
In this way there can be resistance in the initial stage, but a 
gradual change takes place in the course of our enlightenment 
and studies through the movement. 

I do not deny the possibility of development at all. But I 
think that in every stage theories on organization and move- 
ment are very important, after all. 

In this sense, I felt joy and received inspiration, hearing him 
speak with greater enthusiasm than I said. I asked him about 
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the Lima Conference and the prospects of the UN General 
Assembly. While attentive to him, I had an urge to discuss with 
him the greatest problem I had deep in my mind. It was the 
problem concerning the transition from highly developed capi- 
talism to socialism. Needless to say, it was the problem to be 
thought of by the people, revolutionaries and scientists of 
relevant countries, for example, Britain, Italy, the United 
States and Japan. 

I thought that brilliant revolutionary President Kim I] Sung 
had a profound view on this matter as well. So I felt like asking 
him about it. When I asked him of his view, the President said: 
‘This is the most difficult problem. I also did not make its 
deep study yet. But I should like to mention a little what I 
think of it now and talk with you more about it later.”’ 

He added: ‘‘Are the guerilla warfare and other forms of 
struggle possible in highly developed capitalist countries, for 
instance? It will be impossible, I think.’ Then he slowly dwelt 
on peaceful revolution and various other problems related to 
the method of struggle, the problem concerning the significance 
and limitation of parliamentarism and so forth. He continued: 
“This is the matter to be examined in detail .under various 
revolutionary conditions. So I should like to discuss this impor- 
tant problem with you later. Today I told you about it in 
general. As it is a matter to be studied concretely, I want you 
also to offer me some data in this regard and study together”’ 

Entering into conversation, the President offered me a 
smoke. When I declined with thanks, he asked in a modest way: 
“Do you mind if I smoke?” “Do please” said I. ‘“Then”’ he said 
and took a smoke. 

His minute care was far beyond mere courtesy. It was not 
mere courtesy as mentioned above. It seemed to me that it 
represents his intelligence, virtue and noble quality, nay, his 
noble quality itself, not his mere intelligence and virtue. He was 
very kind. Back to the guest house, I recalled the brightness of 
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his eyes. I felt kindly toward him and could hardly repress an 
urge to converse with him again, gazing at his eyes. It was not 
the personal cult called by some people nor the other problems 
of this category. This, it appeared to me, is because there is a 
man of genius here. 

I came to have firm confidence that President Kim Il Sung 
would give solutions if I ask him about any problems related to 
the analysis of the actual problem, the problem over which I 
cudgel my brains. 

I think that I cannot get solutions to the problem even if I 
ask it of any Japanese scientist. 

Frankly speaking, I have ever conversed with personages 
belonging to the Socialist Party and are on friendly terms with 
leaders of different parties, but President Kim II Sung, the great 
Marxist-Leninist to us all and the founder of Kimilsungism, 
gives solutions to all problems whenever I call on him. Excuse 
me, but I am wrapped in such sentiments towards the great 
person and much moved by him. (October, 1975) 


14 


BOSOM OF THE GREAT SUN 


T.B. Mukherjee 


Director of the Board of the IIJI and 
President of the Asian Regional Institute 
of the Juche Idea 


Before long we will celebrate the 7Oth anniversary of the 
birth of respected President Kim Il Sung, the great April holi- 
day, which marked the greatest turning point in history, as a 
great auspicious event for whole mankind. 

With the birth of the great President the dawn of independ- 
ence broke all over the world and the future of mankind 
became as bright as the boundlessly clear and blue sky. All 
people, therefore, are expressing their boundless respect for be- 
loved President Kim Il Sung with unanimous wishes for his long 
life in good health, looking back with deep emotion upon the 
immortal exploits he has performed for the times and mankind. 

Though I am not familiar with every aspect of the glorious 
and shining revolutionary history and brilliant exploits of re- 
spected President Kim I] Sung who has been devoting all his life 
entirely to the freedom and happiness of the people and the 
future of the coming generations, I, as one of the most blessed 
men who were received by the great President in person, would 
like to express a fragment of my impressions on his lofty virtues 
by dealing with some facts which I saw and felt myself. 

There is a limit to the expanse of the globe though people 
often stress its vastness, and the unfathomable sea has a bottom. 
But there is the bosom of the great sun, a bosom of benevolent 
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love, which has no bounds. It is none other than the bosom of 
President Kim II Sung. 

I had impatiently been groping about for a matrix of real life 
till I became over fifty years old. It was only under the wing of 
President Kim II Sung, the great sun of Juche, that I got the 
nutrients of Juche and eternal political integrity and came to 
take the road of genuine life and struggle as a votary of the 
Juche idea. 

Enjoying privileges of meeting more than once President 
Kim Il Sung who has been praised so highly by all I keenly 
realized that his greatness is derived from his lofty virtues as 
well as his unexcelled wisdom and superb leadership. 

It was in early June 1980 that I visited Korea for the first 
time. 

During my stay in the DPRK—the homeland of Juche which 
can be called the cradle of Juche and the holy land of revolu- 
tion in the era of independence, I earnestly desired to meet 
President Kim Il Sung and receive his teaching. 

In the course of reading his works and hearing of his revolu- 
tionary history from others I had begun to know about the 
great President and entertain the feelings of unbounded rever- 
ence for him. 

The great leader President Kim I] Sung authored the immor- 
tal Juche idea to bring about the eternal spring of mankind and 
open the most correct way for the building of an ideal society 
and has led the Korean revolution to victory under the brilliant 
rays of Juche. While visiting the homeland of Juche where he is 
and seeing the miraculous successes scored under his wise 
leadership, I ever more earnestly wished to meet him. 

At last came the day when my wish was accomplished. One 
day an official brought me the glad news that great President 
Kim I] Sung would receive me. I was overcome with indescrib- 
able joy and excitement. 

It was indeed a momentous event in my visit to Korea to 
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meet President Kim Il Sung. 

In those days President Kim II Sung was busy giving on-the- 
spot guidance to northern mountainous districts of the country. 
Nonetheless, he granted a favour to receive me, which cannot be 
enjoyed easily by everyone, in order to gratify my wishes. 

At the moment I personally met great President Kim I Sung 
enjoying so high prestige among the world’s people I failed to 
properly express my words of greeting for a while, overcome 
with deep emotion and remained at a loss what to do, simply 
looking up to his face. He, wearing a benevolent smile, came 
forward and warmly grasped my hand. His broad smile magical- 
ly filled the wide gap between so great a person and a humble 
man as I. 

I was honoured to sit face to face with him and told him 
about all that I had done, though a little, under the rays of the 
Juche idea. Hearing me out, he greatly encouraged me, saying 
that I had done a very good thing and gave me priceless teach- 
ings as to the various problems about which I wanted to know. 

He gave a detailed illustration of the successes and experience 
Korea had gained in embodying the Juche idea. Those successes 
and experience gained by the Korean people in building an inde- 
pendent national economy and a rich and powerful, sovereign 
independent state under the sagacious leadership of respected 
President Kim Ii Sung were all pending problems which are 
awaiting their solution in the third world countries and the new- 
emerging countries. 

The examples the President cited at that time are ever more 
vivid in my memory than proverbs. 

President Kim I] Sung gave valuable instructions regarding the 
present international situation and the important affairs of the 
Asian people. In particular, he emphasized that the Asian 
nations should overcome the worship of Europe and mysticism 
about technology and build a new, prosperous Asia. 

Saying that both of us live in Asia and have very long history, 
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he stressed that the Asians can progress rapidly when they 
smash the worship of Europe and mysticism about technology 
and have national pride and the spirit of working for the good 
of their own people. 

On looking back upon the past, many Asian countries, 
including India which had boasted of her flowering culture on 
the bank of the Ganges in the years BC which had been called 
the “Golden Age of Asia’’, had long suffered under the yoke of 
suppression by the foreign invaders for many centuries, their 
brilliant culture trampled down mercilessly and their long histo- 
ry insulted. Though they are abundant in fertile land and 
resources, they had suffered the bitterest poverty in the world 
owing to the plunder and exploitation by the aggressors. This 
resulted in giving rise to the worship of Europe and mysticism 
about technology and to dependence on others and national 
nihilism in those countries. 

Great President Kim II Sung, fully aware of the actual condi- 
tions of those Asian countries, instilled the truth of Juche, the 
faith in independence, into our hearts. 

I was struck with admiration for the greatness of President 
Kim Il Sung who, with unexcelled insight, knew the general 
political and economic situation of Asia like the palm of his 
hand and opened up the bright prospect for building a new, 
prosperous Asia which surpassed all imagination, with flawless 
logic and strong persuasive power. 

In fact the history of human thought can be said to be a his- 
tory in which the masses of the people have groped for the way 
to hew out their destiny. They, however, had long failed to find 
the correct way for it and undergone all kinds of vicissitude. 

This problem was successfully solved for the first time only 
by respected President Kim I] Sung by creating the great Juche 
idea that man is the master of everything and decides everything. 

(What a great distinguished leader he is! President Kim I Sung 
is a peerless great man!) 
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Thus exclaiming in the depths of my mind, I was fully con- 
vinced that the presence of the great President is the source of 
victory for the Korean and the world revolution and of the 
bright future of mankind. 

The hours of reception flowed much before I knew. But I 
did not want to part from him, my heart burning with the feel- 
ing of respect and love for him. I could not control my wishes 
to remain for ever in the bosom of great love of President 
Kim Il Sung who taught me the truth of real life and struggle. 

However, the time came to take leave of him. 

Looking up to him as a benevolent father, I unceremoniously 
entreated him to bless me with his hand put on my head accord- 
ing to an Indian custom. 

He gratified my wishes. I was swept with inexpressible 
violent emotions. It was not a simple human love shown for 
courtesy’s sake, but a great epic story of the most beautiful and 
loftiest love giving birth to the revolutionary comradeship 
between the great people’s leader and the true revolutionary 
fighters and eternal political integrity. 

The affinity between the leader and the soldiers—this is the 
source of bringing earlier the day when the world’s people will 
greet the new era of independence in the great embrace of 
President Kim I] Sung, the great sun of Juche, and fully enjoy a 
real life in the grand flower garden of Juche. 

Indeed, his great love and concern shown to me are as bound- 
less as the eternal history of the sun and the infinite space of 
the universe. 

That honourable day, I, strongly feeling the warm affection 
of President Kim Ii Sung, recalled with deep emotion the story 
of his lofty love for the people which I had read before. 

Ever since he took the road of revolution he regarded revolu- 
tionary comradeship as the most priceless thing not to be 
bartered for anything and worked for the revolutionary fighters 
with the great confidence and love which were unparalleled in 


19 


history. For revolutionary fighters he was not only the great 
leader but also the closest teacher and comrade. 

In those days of the bloody anti-Japanese struggle President 
Kim II Sung gave rise to the story of the “Bowl of Parched Rice 
Flour” on the “‘Arduous March’, and, on the way of a march, 
went back over forty kilometres towards east Manchuria in the 
teeth of blizzards to bury his man who had fallen. in action. 

He showed the way of revival, with fatherly concern, to those 
who committed an error on the way of revolution and instilled 
youthful ardor and wisdom in those who hesitated in face of 
heavy revolutionary tasks, taking care of them to the end. 

He sent to his ailing men the wild ‘‘insam’”’ which his men had 
offered him to recover his poor health and gave his only blanket 
to his young orderlies in cold winter days.... 

True, the 50-odd-year long history of his revolutionary activi- 
ties is shining as a history of warm love and concern for the 
people and devoted service for them. 

Recollecting many stories of his love shown for his men in 
those days of the anti-Japanese struggle, I mused: 

(People often say that human love may be traced back to the 
birth of humanity and its history begins with the human 
history. But how we can measure the great love of President 
Kim Il Sung in terms of the length of human history!) 

Indeed, President Kim I] Sung’s love symbolized by his com- 
radeship is an eternal love and becomes deeper as days go by. 

Having received the unforgettable favour from benevolent 
President Kim Il Sung I pledged to myself in his presence re- 
straining surging emotion and excitement: 

(Respected President Kim Il Sung, thanks to your solicitude, 
I, in the later years of my life, knew myself and the worth of 
genuine life. . 

Though old, I will devote the rest of my life to the sacred 
cause of studying your Juche idea and materializing it.) 

In October that year I, together with my wife, was invited to 
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the glorious Sixth Congress of the Workers’ Party of Korea and 
had the honour of being received by respected President 
Kim I] Sung again. 

I never dreamt that I who did nothing noteworthy would be 
invited to the glorious congress. 

Just before the opening of the congress he entered our wait- 
ing room. 

I and my wife met him with great joy and excitement. 

He stepped up to me and squeezed my hand, inquiring after 
my health. In the fullness of my heart I could say only, “I’m 
well, great leader.” 

Soon I entered the congress hall. 

I was happy to be seated near great President Kim I] Sung 
and his sole successor dear leader Comrade Kim Jong II at the 
rostrum. 

I will never forget the emotion and excitement I felt when 
great President Kim Il Sung entered the historic congress hall. 
Waves of joy and excitement rose here and there and the 
deafening cheers of “Long live the great leader Comrade 
Kim Il Sung!” shook the hall. They lasted more than five 
minutes. 

There I saw the boundless adoration of the delegates for great 
President Kim I] Sung. It was ascene I had never seen in my life. 

It was a great honour and joy for me to hear the voice of the 
great President during the session of the congress. 

In his historic report to the Sixth Congress of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea President Kim I] Sung summed up the brilliant 
success the WPK had achieved in carrying out the revolutionary 
cause of Juche in the past ten years and set forth the worth- 
while militant tasks for its accomplishment and for bright 
future. 

He proposed to strengthen and develop the non-aligned 
movement and replace the old international economic order 
with a new one with a view to putting an end to the economic 
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exploitation of developing countries by the developed countries. 

He also vehemently called for the unity and solidarity of 
socialist forces. 

He stressed that the differences among the fraternal parties 
and countries must not be widened any more and the unity and 
solidarity of the socialist forces and the international commu- 
nist movement must be achieved as soon as possible. 

Through the congress I got fuller understanding of the wise 
leadership of great President Kim II Sung and realized more 
clearly that his leadership is based on the unaffected love and 
adoration of the people for him. 

I was strongly moved to see the mass demonstration and 
grand mass game arranged in celebration of the 35th birthday of 
the WPK and its Sixth Congress. 

What deeply impressed me in the large-scale and well-knit 
mass demonstration and grand mass game “Under the Banner of 
the Party” was that the leader and people were united as one. 
Very warm and astounding is the adoration and respect of this 
nation for great President Kim II Sung who has devoted his life 
solely to the happiness of the people and posterity ever since he 
took the road of revolution shouldering upon himself the 
destiny of the country and nation in those dark days of national 
sufferings. No force in the world can counter the strength of 
unity born of the ideology, faith and will of the Korean people 
led by great President Kim II Sung and of his great love. 

One day after the auspicious congress I expressed my hope to 
be received by great President Kim I] Sung to offer my warm 
greetings and pay respects to him. I was much moved at the 
news that he would receive me and my wife despite numerous 
claims on him, 

My wife, too, could not control her excitement and began to 
learn a few Korean words of greetings for the great President. 

When I stepped up to him in haste, he clasped my hands, 
saying ‘“You’re my old acquaintance.” 
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His words brought me to feel a sense of intimacy with him. 
My wife, too, was much moved by his fatherly love. 

Such human love shown by President Kim II] Sung underlies 
miracles wrought in the revolution and construction in Korea 
and makes the revolutionary people of the world, to say noth- 
ing of the entire Korean people, adore, respect and follow him. 

When I had the honour of meeting great President Kim II Sung 
I informed him that the Asian Regional Institute of the Juche 
Idea was founded in New Delhi, the capital of India, reflecting 
the unanimous requirement and desire of the Asian people. 

Hearing me out, he said with fatherly benevolence: “It is very 
admirable that the Asian Regional Institute of the Juche Idea 
has been founded. I congratulate you upon having founded it 
and thank you for your attendance at the Sixth Party Congress, 
which greatly inspires our Party members.” 

As I attentively listened to him, tears of joy rose in my eyes. 
I resolved to devote the rest of my life to the cause of Juche. 

That day President Kim I] Sung explained me in plain terms 
about the ideological revolution which I wanted to know. And 
basing himself on scientific data, he reminded me of what a 
proud history the Asian nations had and how they created 
glorious civilization. 

The great President illustrated how Korea has built the econ- 
omy on the basis of the Juche idea. 

The story about the Korean engineers who had produced 
tractors for the first time in Korea moved me greatly. 

The President arranged home production of tractors, thereby 
mechanizing the rural economy of Korea and saving a large 
amount of foreign currency. This fact irrefutably proves that it 
is quite possible to develop agriculture on one’s own without 
foreign aid. 

Taking his words to heart, I was convinced that if Asian 
nations rely on the strength and talent of their own people and 
give full play to their creative initiative they are fully capable of 
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developing their own economy independently without follow- 
ing flunkeyism. 

Along with me, my wife, too, was received by him. She 
told him of the chairman of the cooperative farm she had 
visited. The chairman was a woman and my wife was very 
pleased with it. 

We did not remember her name clearly. When we told of her 
farm, President Kim I] Sung started talking about her, mention- 
ing her name. 

We were really astonished. This shows his close relation with 
leading workers. 

He said time and again that women work better than men. 

When we referred to his ceaseless on-the-spot guidance, he 
said with a smile that it is the natural duty of leaders of all 
countries. And he added that it is necessary to frequently meet 
common people, listen to their opinion, inspire them and share 
the weal and woe with them. 

He told us an interesting story of the friendly competition 
between chairmen of two cooperative farms in the vicinity of 
Pyongyang city. One was a woman and the other a man. He 
said with a benevolent smile that the woman chairman works 
better than her counterpart. 

He often visits them to see how matters stand with them. 

According to him, the woman chairman is more careful and 
goes ahead of the other chairman. She always carries a thermo- 
meter and hygrometer in her pocket and takes the temperature 
and humidity of the dry and paddy fields even late at night. 

Listening to him, we felt as if hearing of a father’s story 
about his sons and daughters. ‘This made us clearly see the 
reason why he enjoys love and respect from the entire Korean 
people as their fatherly leader. 

I never met such a leader as he who maintains close relations 
with the people. 

It is really a great auspicious event in my life that I was 
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received by great President Kim I] Sung. 

His greatness, bright wisdom and lofty and perfect personal- 
ity is beyond my power of discription. 

Frankly speaking, it is my belief that there has never been 
such a man in the world. 

Thanks to his great love the countless adherents of the Juche 
idea on the five continents of the world, full of new hopes and 
faith, vigorously advance along the road of independence under 
the bright rays of Juche. 

Indeed, the bosom of respected President Kim I] Sung is that 
of the great sun. As all things owe their existence to the sun, so 
the people, the most precious beings in the world, enjoy a bril- 
liant real life and preserve their eternal political integrity thanks 
to the existence of President Kim Il Sung’s bosom of love. 

Whenever I think of his benevolent love, I come to realize 
more clearly why the Korean people and the world’s people 
entertain the feelings of boundless adoration for and gratitude 
to him, likening his bosom to that of the sun. 

The present honour and happiness of the Korean people is 
unthinkable apart from President Kim I] Sung’s great love and 
so is the real life and bright future of me and many other 
adherents of the Juche idea in the world apart from his benevo- 
lent bosom. 

Having taken the road of a real life under the bright rays of 
the Juche idea in the embrace of President Kim II Sung, I will 
invariably follow the one road of loyalty, devoting my whole 
heart to the cause of Juche, and thus enjoy an eternal life in his 
bosom. 

Making a pledge of allegiance to him from the bottom of my 
heart, I reverentially wish a long life in good health to President 
Kim Il Sung, the eternal teacher and benevolent father of 
mankind. 
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WE ARE HONOURED TO MEET 
PRESIDENT KIM IL SUNG 


Jose Francisco Aguilar Bulgarelli 


Director of the Board of the III and 
President of the Latin American Insti- 
tute of the Juche Idea 


For a man to become a true revolutionary and exalt this 
honourable title, he must render a great deal of meritorious 
Services. 

He must possess a remarkable ideology to give a scientific 
analysis of a struggle in a country or a region, a peerless courage 
to successfully carry out the laid plans, a bright intelligence to 
see through the developments in the course of executing these 
plans, and a lofty virtue to lead the broad masses of people of 
all strata, enjoying their support. 

There are quite a few cases of many self-styled revolution- 
aries falling down in face of the actual reality. 

It is not easy for one to become a revolutionary, and it is a 
thousand times more difficult to become a leader of revolution. 
The leader must be the creator of a revolutionary theory. He 
must be a hero, not a mere brave person. An ordinary wisdom 
and virtue are not enough for the leader who must have an 
exceptional ability to infuse confidence into the hearts of the 
popular masses so that they can successfully fight the enemy. 

The reason is that the outcome of the revolution largely 
depends upon how the leader directs the masses and how much 
respect he receives from them. 

The popular masses are the master of their destiny, so they 


26 


should think according to their own interests. From this it 
follows that they must attend on the leader who will give 
them correct guidance. 

The process of the past social developments shows us that 
each great revolution without exception involved, besides the 
participation of the popular masses, its direct makers, the 
guidance of a leader possessed of great intelligence and judge- 
ment, heroism and determination with which he explored the 
right path. 

There were many revolutions, big and small, in human 
history, and it may be said that all those who had carried them 
to success performed great services. But there is a great gulf 
between a myopy and a clairvoyant. 

On the arena of revolution some persons seek only their own 
interests while others display genuine proletarian international- 
ism. And some persons present an ideology and policy limited 
to a certain period while others create an ideology, theory and 
doctrine of universal and classic meaning, that can be creatively 
applicable anytime anywhere. The latter are the very distin- 
guished revolutionaries who devoted their wisdom and energy 
to the cause of building the best society. We consider them to 
be Marx, Engels, Lenin and Comrade Kim I] Sung who created 
such theories and doctrines of universal meaning. 

These great men defined human history with their universal 
ideas which have become unassailable eternal truths. 

The great revolutionaries closely combined their scientific 
ideas with their creative activity, leading people to the building 
of a new society where they could voice equality, democracy 
and freedom for the first time in history. They proved that the 
mere formulation of a correct theory is good for nothing, it 
should be attended with an activity for translating it into 
practice. 

They showed how to develop the people freed from the 
fetters of exploitation and oppression, the main contents of the 
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centuries-old social relations, into men of new type. 

When speaking of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Kim II Sung, we 
can say they are the creators of a new world of liberty, who 
opened a fresh prospect of building and advanced society where 
there is no privilege and where people assume true human 
dignity. Mankind has owed much to them. Hence, we follow 
and revere them, placing them on the top position to highlight 
their role in the struggle of the people for genuine independence. 

There is a great person, a great leader of the new era, devoted 
to mankind in the current century. We safely say he is none 
other than Kim II Sung, President of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea. 

We had such high honour and great glory in our life as to 
shake hands warmly with Comrade Kim I] Sung, the creator of 
future society, seat ourselves by his side, receive his teachings 
on many problems and dine with him. It was an unforgettable 
event to us. So I decided to write this article reflecting on our 
impressive reception by Comrade Kim I] Sung, the great leader 
of the Korean people. 

We acquainted ourselves with Marshal Kim I] Sung through 
his works and through Korean comrades who told us about him. 
We came to respect him, marvel at his revolutionary life and 
heartily adore his idea reflected in the hosts of his works which 
we had read with great interest. 

We thought Marshal Kim II] Sung is a great thinker and his 
contribution to the world revolution is quite important. 

Comrade Kim II Sung always led the Korean people to 
victory. He is also a great revolutionary theoretician. 

This is a most vivid example showing how a profound idea 
and theory, the fundamental outlook, are materialized through 
practice under wise guidance. 

The history of Korea is woven with myriads of events in 
which Comrade Kim I] Sung correctly solved most difficult 
problems. 
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Already at his early age of 14, he came to the fore as the 
leader of the Korean people and led them to one victory after 
another. 

Japanese imperialism gave in for the first time in face of the 
valorous struggle of the Korean people led by Comrade 
Kim Il Sung. Under his correct guidance the Republic and the 
Workers’ Party of Korea came into being. In the war with US 
imperialism, Korea displayed great heroism and gave the enemy 
a good beating for the first time in history. Today Korea is 
building a new socialist society for the weal and bliss of her 
people. 

While reading the works of Comrade Kim Il Sung, we could 
better see the history of the Korean people. 

Recorded in these works are the very wise policies which 
always indicate the path of victory in the revolution, meeting 
the demand of each period. 

Thus, we came to follow and respect Comrade Kim I] Sung 
and soon realized that he is not an ordinary person but one of 
the leaders charting the correct course of history. 

From that time, we felt like having the honour of meeting 
Marshal Kim II Sung in person. 

We believe this is not a hope entertained by us alone but a 
wish undoubtedly cherished by many revolutionaries of the 
world. 

In 1975 we were invited to visit Korea. 

Thanks to the Korean friends who accorded us a hearty 
hospitality we came to see what an earthly paradise called 
Korea looked like. 

When we arrived in Korea after travelling along distance 
equivalent to half the girth of the globe, the Korean comrades 
asked us anything we wanted, saying they would try their best 
to carry it out. 

Without any further thought, we told them our greatest 
hope, our earnest desire to have an opportunity of expressing 
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our feelings of reverence to Comrade Kim II] Sung. They said 
they would discuss the matter and find out if it was possible. 
At that time we thought it would be hardly possible for 
Comrade Kim I] Sung to afford even a brief space of time for us. 

But our desire to see him grew stronger. 

This was because we were told that he was conversing with 
workers, peasants and students giving on-the-spot guidance to 
factories, farms, schools and colleges without letup. 

We came to know that he is a great man who is fond of chatt- 
ing with people, with simple folks. This knowledge fanned up 
our wish to meet him. 

The day we were so eagerly awaiting came at last. 

It was a glorious April morning. A person who acted as our 
guide came and informed us that we would be received by 
President Kim II Sung. 

Our emotions knew no bounds at that time and we could 
hardly believe that so great an honour was conferred upon us. 

On our way to the place where the great leader of the Korean 
people was waiting for us, I weighed every word of greetings to 
be offered to him and repeated them under my breath not to 
forget them. 

I cannot detail here all our feelings we had just before meet- 
ing the great leader. 

I should like only to say that we were caught up in a swell of 
emotion at that time and that it was an agitated space of time 
we had so longed for, awake or asleep. 

Our car arrived at the destination and we got off it. 

We were soon shown to the place where President Kim II Sung 
was. But, to our great surprise, he was waiting for us at the 
door step. 

At the sight of us he wore a benign smile on his face and 
warmly grasped our hands. 

All the carefully-weighed words of greetings slipped from my 
memory at the time and I simply pressed his hand, the hand of 
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a hero. 

At that moment the tears stood in our eyes and we felt our- 
selves being wrapped in the greatest emotions ever known in our 
life. 

Many things done by this great person with his hand flitted 
through our minds. 

With this very hand of his did he write his works to present 
the most correct lines to the people of this country and provide 
fine weapons for the liberation of the people of the whole 
world. 

With this very hand of his did he pull the trigger at the 
moment of the showdown battle for the liberation of the 
people of this country; with this very hand did he draw up the 
Constitution of the DPRK. And with this same hand did he 
prepare the documents for the founding of the Workers’ Party 
of Korea. Holding this hand high, he indicated the road of 
victory, the road of knocking down US imperialism. 

With this warm hand he led the people of this country to the 
building of a blissful society, stroked children’s heads, pressed 
workers’ hands, outlined the work of the agrarian reform, and 
worked out host of documents to illumine the road ahead of 
the people of this country. 

That hand was so tender to us at that time. And we could 
hardly control our welling emotions. Still now, that hand keeps 
reminding me of the unforgettable emotion-charged moment 
with fresh strength. 

We had been waiting for this glorious moment so impatiently. 

Now we shook hands with Marshal Kim I] Sung, the legend- 
ary hero who became familiar to us through books, the gifted 
strategist who developed many heroic battles and defeated the 
two mightiest imperialisms of the present age, and a distin- 
guished person who wrote important works. We had the 
honour of keeping ourselves close at his side. 

He was modest, kind and tender-hearted enough to grant an 
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audience to us. He led us to his room kindly and treated us 
hospitably. 

He did not hold us in contempt but rather placed his faith in 
us. This made us soon aware that the greatness of a man was 
expressed in such a small thing. This very point is what I want 
to underscore here. His warm affection towards us was not 
manifested in his words alone. He was so openhearted and 
sincere as to invite us to his own home as his guests. 

Thus, our feelings of reverence grew stronger for this great 
person, humble, kind and benevolent, who, wearing so tender a 
smile on his face, fully appreciates and kindly looks after the 
sacred cause of independence for the sake of not only the 
people of this country but also the people of the whole world. 

While in Korea we came to know that the people of this 
country too were entertaining so great respect and so great 
attachment for him. 

Comrade Kim I] Sung is the leader who always finds himself 
amidst the people, sharing their troubles and pains. 

Once he was also the Commander and concurrently bravest 
basic combatant of the Anti-Japanese Guerrillas. He stood in 
the van of the struggle when the Yankees intruded into the 
northern half of his country. In the period of building a new 
society he was always with his people, sharing bitters and sweets 
with them. 

Whenever he adopted an important decision or formulated a 
new policy for the country’s advance, he did not attend to it in 
his office in an abstract manner but went among the people and 
personally discussed it with them. 

Consequently, each policy adopted in this manner was always 
infallible as it was based on the specific reality. 

Countless are the factories, farms, schools and nurseries 
visited by him. Hence, the people of this country call him the 
respected and beloved sagacious leader, the humble and benevo- 
lent person who carefully looks after them. 
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We thought this was a very important matter, and so I under- 
score it here. Because I am afraid some people may be under a 
false impression that the great leader of the Korean people is 
difficult of access or stands in authority. 

But reverse is the case. He is always among the people. He 
would stop his car to give a lift to an aged woman wayfarer. He 
would visit a farm as a most important state affair and live with 
farmers there for days. He is a constant mixer with his people. 

He is a simple, kind and benevolent person who always finds 
himself among the people, puts his faith in them and listens to 
their voice. He is a wise and sagacious person who lays down 
correct policies. 

Comrade Kim Il Sung is not a leader who lives a royal life. 
He is a person who lives in the midst of his people and, as their 
faithful servant, exercises his great authority for their good, not 
for his own. Hence, he has got every aspect of their life at his 
finger tips. 

Indeed he treated us as his friends from the moment he 
received us, and showed affection and concern to us. 

We were led to the room where we would have our first talk 
with President Kim II Sung. 

At first we felt ourselves small in his presence. But this feel- 
ing fell off soon, and he was so kind to us we felt we were his 
friends. 

He told us about many things. 

The first topic was the Korean question. 

He intensively explained that the country’s reunification was 
the basic goal of the Korean people in the present stage of 
history. He spoke about the bitter life of the people in the 
southern half of Korea and about the great efforts being made 
for national reunification. 

He pointed out with great pride the successes scored by the 
Korean people in socialist construction. Hearing this word of 
his, we deeply felt that in this worthwhile struggle the leader 
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and his people were bound in one. And we came to see better 
that in order to push forward the revolution there must be both 
the leader guiding it and the people who support the leader’s 
idea and strive to materialize the leader’s theory in life. 

Korea has the great leader, great people and great Party 
which are all welded into one to achieve such a great pride. 
This is only natural. 

Comrade Kim II Sung also touched on the international 
political situation. 

He spoke plainly about the specific features of the struggle of 
the Asian people. He said logically that the Korean people 
would win victory in their struggle for national reunification. 

He clearly defined the role to be played by the African 
people in the anti-imperialist, national-liberation struggle and 
stressed that theyneeded help and revolutionary awakening. 

He also referred to the complex situation of Europe where 
the broad sections of the people started aspiring after a new 
more advanced society and feeling the need of it. 

Then he dwelt at length on our Latin-American continent 
with a deep knowledge and very correct idea of our struggle. 

He made an objective, yet tangible analysis of the military 
coup d’etat staged in Chile some time ago, detailing its process 
and the events it entailed, as if he had specialized in the Latin- 
American affairs. 

He was a specialist not only in the Latin-American but also 
African, European and Asian affairs. 

He possessed an ideological sight with which he can see all 
the present state of struggles objectively and accurately. He was 
a man of great erudition who forms lucid judgments on every 
affair. 

This is just what we want to stress. 

Man attends to every affair on the basis of his consciousness. 
He ponders over the cause of some specific problem and tries to 
find out its solution. If he is creative he may do it after racking 
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his brains. 

Marx presented materialism, make people analyse every social 
event on the basis of the reality. 

If we are to find the cause of some social phenomenon we 
must dig into it with main consideration on the popular masses, 
the subject of history and the motive power of social progress, 
and make the conclusion and find the solution in reliance upon 
the reality. 

Comrade Kim II Sung presented us the great Juche idea. 

This idea is the greatest and most important ideological weap- 
on placed in the hands of the world people in the present age. 

The Juche idea is an ideological system which provides us 
with the revolutionary theory and method conforming to the 
present era when the world people are striving for sovereignty 
and independence. 

The Juche idea created by Comrade Kim II] Sung has already 
been embodied successfully in Korea, enabling her to attain 
great results in economy, education, people’s life and all other 
fields. 

The Juche idea supplies a very lucid truth that the popular 
masses are the master of the revolution and that they must use 
their own brains and rely on their own strength. 

This concept bears a great meaning and it is elucidated in the 
works of President Kim Il Sung, which are being read and 
studied by many people in various parts of the world. 

At our reception, President Kim II Sung gave plain explana- 
tion to this idea. We thought that in embodying the Juche idea 
no one might be equal to President Kim I] Sung, its personifier 
and author. 

Conversing with us, President Kim I1 Sung analysed every 
problem with the Juche idea and applied principles clarified by 
this idea. 

This talk was an important education to us. It opened a new 
prospect of life to us. By that time we had much studied the 
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Juche idea and considerably comprehended its principles. But 
we had not made them our bone and flesh and accordingly 
failed to use them as a yardstick in analysing some problem. 

His accurate analysis and judgment of the world events, his 
clear and well-founded logic—all these are by no means acci- 
dental. They are attributable to his way to analyse every situa- 
tion on the basis of Juche. 

Our life has undergone many changes since we met him. His 
word has opened a new horizon to us. It has clearly taught us 
how to bring ourselves to revolutionary practice, how to 
combine theory and practice into one. 

That is to say, we have armed ourselves more firmly with the 
Juche world outlook which has ushered in a new age and clearly 
indicated the way to form revolutionary practice by combining 
theory and practice. 

We should not merely grasp a theory but translate it into our 
life. And we should not merely know what a revolutionary 
looks like and how he should live but should turn ourselves into 
revolutionaries. A mere knowledge of correct work method 
serves no purpose. It should be put into practice. 

This is the greatest lesson we learned that day when Marshal 
Kim Il Sung showed us the model of a true revolutionary with 
his own practical example. 

Marshal Kim [1 Sung is a paragon of true revolutionaries. He 
is possessed of all necessary theoretical knowledge. 

He studied the classics of social revolution from his early 
years and then formulated his own idea and developed it. He 
wrote a host of works in which this important idea is systema- 
tized. 

Furthermore, he put his theory into practice in the course of 
fighting with arms in hand or working as the head of the 
government. 

Through our first interview with Comrade Kim [I Sung that 
day we could see that he had been able to set a world example 
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of practice by combining both theory and practice. 

We think we have not yet fully digested the teachings the 
great leader of the Korean people gave us in person. 

We have only taken our first step. 

Yet, we are eager to attain a great progress with this great 
idea and become true revolutionaries following the exceptional- 
ly fine example of President Kim II Sung. 

We think what we learned at that interview, which is so deep- 
ly engraved on our memory we often look back upon it with 
fresh emotion, was far greater than that we had gained all our life. 

What President Kim II Sung told at our reception was not a 
mere story but showed his lofty personality, his way of analysis 
and activity. It left a deep impression on us. Years have passed, 
but we think of it still today and regard him as the mirror of 
revolutionaries. 

That day Comrade Kim II Sung did us the greatest honour to 
dine with him. 

At table he touched on many personal affairs instead of 
political ones. 

There I could grasp the true meaning of President 
Kim Il Sung’s word that he thought of us as his friends. 

From old times it has been a most striking token of kindness 
to share one’s board with others. But that day we dined with 
one of the greatest and distinguished persons in our age. 

We felt his warm friendship and sincere affection. He was so 
kind to us that we even took our great honour for granted. 

He seated us opposite him and pressed us to take more in a 
kindly manner. 

Nothing is more pleasant than to receive a kind hospitality on 
a proper occasion. 

Comrade Kim II Sung let us enjoy this pleasure to our hearts’ 
contents, which in turn made us feel a strong urge to repay his 
kind favour not in words but in deeds. 

That is why we are now working hard for Marshal Kim I] Sung, 
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for the Workers’ Party of Korea and for the entire Korean 
people, not from vanity but with great pride. 

Whenever we meet Koreans in any place of the world we 
would exchange sincere greetings with them as our friends, 
thinking of the warm affection President Kim I] Sung showed us 
on the day of his first meeting with us. 

In 1977 I had the honour of being received by Marshal 
Kim Il Sung again on two occasions and extending greetings 
to him when I visited Pyongyang for the International Seminar 
on the Juche Idea. 

Once he received all the delegates including me. We went to 
the Presidential Palace in Pyongyang, which is magnificent and 
gorgeous, though unsophisticated. At the grand banquet 
Comrade Kim I] Sung shook hands with each delegate. 

The moment he grasped our hands as his friends and com- 
rades we were plunged into storm of emotion and reflected on 
the day of our first meeting with him. 

Presently we dined with him again. Among many guests we 
had the honour of sharing the table of President Kim [1 Sung 
and there we found no change in him. 

Even finding himself in a shower of honours and good wishes 
granted by all present, he spoke in a humble tone full of affec- 
tion and benevolence. 

At that moment of great glory we thought that he had borne 
the heavy burden in the past leading his people along the road 
of independence and was now making so great exploits. 

A few days later he received us separately. 

Smiling as brightly as ever and showing the same affection 
for us, he concerned himself about our personal affairs and 
about the affairs of our country. 

We told him about the great changes that had taken place in 
our life since we received his teachings and about our future 
plan. 

He analysed these problems for us, and we once again clearly 
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saw his sagacity and frank disposition and learned much from it. 

We renewed our determination to conduct all our work more 
energetically in the future. 

We talked with him without ceremony. He is a great person, 
a hero who won every battle, and a theoretician of great depth. 
But we felt he was our friend. 

That was because boundlessly humble and modest President 
Kim Il Sung received us so open-heartedly on that occasion too 
as at the time of his first interview with us. 

We thought we should work harder to repay his cordial 
hospitality and felt a strong sense of loyalty to him welling up 
in our hearts. 

It was a special event in my life to meet the great person 
whom the world people consider to be one of the greatest 
revolutionaries in our age. 

We believe there are quite a lot of things to learn from 
Marshal Kim II Sung, the great leader of the Korean people— 
his great revolutionary idea and revolutionary practice, his 
simplicity and modesty, his allegiance to the people, his 
pleasure of being with the people, etc. 

No doubt, Comrade Kim II Sung is openly recognized as one 
of the great leaders of the people, and so it was my great 
honour to meet him. 

We find an ineffable joy in having an opportunity of writing 
our impressions we gained at our audience with President 
Kim Il Sung. Because it recalls that impressive day to our 
minds. 

I hope this writing will be an expression of our fervent 
reverence for the great leader Comrade Kim II] Sung,a great 
revolutionary and our close friend. 
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IN THE BENEVOLENT BOSOM OF 
PRESIDENT KIM IL SUNG 


Ri Ke Bek 


Director of the Board of the IIJI and 
Vice-Chairman of the Central Standing 
Committee of the General Association 
of Korean Residents in Japan (Chong- 
ryon) 


When the spring steals up to the homeland in April azalea and 
apricot flowers bloom gaily and drooping branches of willows 
by the riverside turn green. 

Spring has great strength enough to bring every frozen plant 
to life and make all things vibrant with life, the source of which 
is probably the warm sunshine. 

The thought of spring brings me, above all, to the spring of 
Mangyongdae and the benevolent love of the fatherly leader 
which is warmer than the sun. 

The benevolent bosom of great Comrade Kim I] Sung who 
was born in the spring sunshine at Mangyongdae is a warm 
bosom of love that fills even the heart of this over 70-year-old 
man in a faraway overseas land with ambition and passion and 
restores my youth spent in vain in tears of blood, just like the 
spring sunshine that brings even old trees growing in a deep, 
rocky mountain into beautiful blossoms. 

Whenever spring comes round, I always look back with deep 
emotion on the day of my glory and honour when I, as head of 
the congratulatory group of Koreans in Japan, was embraced in 
the bosom of the fatherly leader in the homeland on the occa- 
sion of his 60th birthday in April 1972. 

Eighty odd days I spent in the homeland were a very short 
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time for my long life. But in that short span of time, I could 
realize my lifelong desire and enjoy excessive honour and happi- 
ness for the first time in my life. 

While staying in the homeland I had the greatest honour of 
meeting the fatherly leader and receiving his valuable teachings 
45 times. True, no one in the world may be happier than I. 

It is an ardent desire of every revolutionary to see at least 
once the great leader of our times who carries the destiny of the 
times on his shoulders and leads the world-historic cause along 
the straight road of victory. 

Despite the heavy pressure of his work, the fatherly leader 
did us favour to call to his side and converse so many times. 
How can this short article cover all his warm love lavished upon 
us in those honourable days? 

Here I should like to confine myself to a few impressive facts 
showing how I, an old man, have been rejuvenated by the great 
leader. 

It was on March 28, 1972 that our congratulatory group 
arrived in the homeland. As soon as I met a functionary who 
turned out to greet us, I asked him about the great leader’s 
health, out of my earnest wish to meet him quickly. 

The functionary said that he was in very good health and was 
out in Kangwon Province for on-the-spot guidance. 

Is he far out for on-the-spot guidance with his 60th birthday 
just at hand? That cannot be. Even an ordinary person cele- 
brates his 60th birthday at home. How then can it be justified 
that he whose 60th birthday should be celebrated by the whole 
nation is far away from his home? 

He is still working on hard though many years have elasped 
since the day when he crossed the Amnok-gang River at the 
tender age of 14, firmly determined not to return until Korea 
became independent and singing the “Song of the Amnok-gang 
River’? someone had written. When will he break his fatigue 
piled up in the grim days of the anti-Japanese revolution he had 
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made in the blizzard-ridden wilderness of Manchuria to bring a 
new spring to Korea? 

When will he relieve his fatigue accumulated in the days of 
working out the operational plan to open the historic beginning 
of decline for US imperialism, sitting up all night at the 
Supreme Command, in the days of guiding the cooperative 
farms, his feet brushing the dew-pearled grass, and in the days 
of realizing the historic cause of industrialization? 

How sincerely have our people wished him to have a good 
rest on his birthday at least, feeling sorry for the pains and 
troubles he has gone through for the revolution? 

However, he is looking round factories and farms for the good 
of people when their singing of happiness is echoing all over the 
land of a socialist paradise when we wandered in an alien land 
have also come to live a worthy life, when all Koreans including 
the overseas compatriots, nay, the whole mankind are express- 
ing their fervent greetings to the great leader on his birthday. 

Just think of our feelings at that time. We could not calm 
ourselves, overcome by the mixed feelings of solemnity towards 
him wholly devoted to the people and impatience with which 
we had to wait for the day of realization of our ardent desire to 
have his audience. We had firmly believed that this desire 
would shortly be realized and we could quickly convey him the 
warm congratulations from the 600,000 Korean compatriots in 
Japan. Our minds flew to the skies of Kangwon Province carry- 
ing our feelings of reverence for him. Thus we could not fall 
asleep on the first night in the homeland. 

The day broke in the homeland. The sun rose slowly throw- 
ing its glorious beams over the eastern sky far across the 
Taedong-gang River. Now it gleamed on the crest of the 
mountain. The green boughs of weeping willows glittered with 
all their pearls of dew. The building of our quarters with its 
curved roof spread like the wings of a crane was bathed in a 
warm rosy light. Mountain birds which had just awakened 
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flocked to its eaves and chirped merrily. 

It was our first morning in the dear motherland. Feeling 
myself rejuvenated, I was taking a pleasant stroll outside the 
quarters when a cadre came up hurriedly and said in excite- 
ment that the great leader personally called us to his side and 
that we should get ourselves up quickly. 

“Fh?! The fatherly leader is now in Kangwon Province, 
isn’t he? How can he...?”’ 

I could hardly believe my ears. When we did not know what 
to do in bewilderment, the cadre told us the following story. 

The great leader received the report on our arrival late at that 
night. Upon hearing it, he said: ‘““Comrades of Chongryon have 
arrived. Well, Comrade Ri Ke Bek has come. They are com- 
rades who have visited their motherland for the first time after 
suffering much in the difficult circumstances abroad for tens of 
years. However busy, I must go to see them.”’ As the night far 
advanced the functionaries of Kangwon Province earnestly 
begged of him to stay over there. But declining their request, 
he turned the car running towards a village near the Demarca- 
tion Line back in the direction of Pyongyang and covered 
hundreds of miles that night. 

I was deeply moved and hot tears fell thick and fast. I said 
repeatedly in my breath: “Dear fatherly leader? Why are you 
so much concerned about us, even staying up all night in the 
running car? Though we live abroad, we are happy, unlike in 
the past, under your warm care. Always giving trouble to you, 
we are ashamed of ourselves.”’ 

Somebody awoke me from a reverie, saying that the great 
leader was waiting. I hurried back to the room, dressed myself 
nicely, and left the lodgings. 

Presently our car got to the yard of a building which was 
kept in good shape. 

As soon as I got out of the car, I adjusted my dress and 
walked up to the main entrance of the building. 
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Only fancy! Who should walk out but the great leader 
Comrade Kim I] Sung himself whom I had longed for, waking or 
sleeping, to meet us with a smile as bright as sunshine and his 
eyes full of benevolence! 

“Dear fatherly leader!”’ 

That was all I could utter, a lump coming into my throat. I 
burst into tears, the feeling of infinite reverence running 
through my whole being. 

He outstretched his arms and I buried my face in his bosom. 
As if repressing his surging emotion, he pressed my shoulders 
bruised in persecution in an alien land closely to his breast, and 
affectionately called ‘““Comrade Vice-chairman Ri Ke Bek!”’ His 
voice also trembled in tears. 

Although I thought I must convey the warm congratulations 
of the Chongryon workers and the 600,000 compatriots in 
Japan to the great leader, I could not open my mouth and only 
hot tears gushed from my eyes. 

“How much have you suffered in a foreign land far away 
from the motherland? I have been anxiously waiting for you 
since I heard you would come this time as head of the congratu- 
latory group.”’ 

Having uttered these words of deep trust, the great leader 
stroke the back of my hand wet with tears and fixed his benevo- 
lent eyes upon my face with its brows having turned grey. All 
of a sudden, his face clouded over and he said: “‘You look very 
old as you have suffered much mentally in Japan where the cold 
rain falls in abundance to boot. I can read the history of the 
Koreans’ movement in Japan from your face.” 

Oh, what benevolent words these are! The Koreans’ move- 
ment in Japan was full of twists and turns in the past. Now the 
fatherly leader is reading its history from the wrinkled face of a 
revolutionary soldier and showing concern for him. Though he 
himself has lived a life of indescribable hardships, making his 
way through a thorny path of revolution, he rather feels a pain 
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to see an old common soldier fighting in a foreign land .... | was 
so grateful that I did not know what to do. 

“Dear leader! Our trouble is nothing in comparison with the 
pains you have been taking in your life. We fellow countrymen 
in Japan, awake or asleep, wholeheartedly wish you fatherly 
leader enjoy a long life in good health.” 

“Thank you. Thank you,” he said, smiling brightly, and 
continued: 

‘Today I am very glad to meet Comrade Vice-chairman Ri 
Ke Bek and other comrades. I will not forget today and so will 
you, too, forever. 

“You have come here to congratulate me on my birthday, 
but I have never held my birthday party. I am more delighted 
to see you than to celebrate my birthday. Let us have a photo 
taken as a permanent token of our meeting.” 

Led by him, I posed beside him for a photo in the rays of the 
benevolent sun. It was just for this joy and for this happiness 
that I had been living with firm determination even in a dreary 
alien land. Even after the photo was taken I still found it hard 
to calm myself down, a lump kept standing in my throat. 

After a while, the fatherly leader kindly took me by the hand 
and led all of us into the room. He seated me beside him and 
offered cigarettes, urging us to make ourselves at home, since 
we were in the homeland, and to converse with him, smoking 
cigarettes. 

When I, awe-stricken, was hesitating, holding the cigarette 
which he had put in my hand, he said: “Cigarette is very harm- 
ful. But haven’t you smoked while living in a foreign land?” 
Old bitter memories came back to my mind, bringing tears again 
to my eyes. 

The fatherly leader inquired after the health of cadres and 
workers of Chongryon one by one. Only then did he feel 
relieved and say quietly in an affectionate voice: 

“It is a revolution that begins with struggle and ends with 
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struggle. History advances through struggle. Therefore, we call 
human history a history of struggle. All the achievements 
attained so far by mankind are precious fruits gathered at the 
cost of the blood and sweat of the popular masses. Without 
struggle there cannot be victory and advance nor can there be 
joy and pride. Struggle is so much precious. 

“Through struggle you have opened the route of visits to the 
homeland and we are now enjoying this meeting. I warmly 
congratulate you on the success you have achieved through 
struggle.” 

A hush fell over the room and there was only a lingering 
effect of the fatherly leader’s resonant, tender voice. 

He explained the profound truth of struggle with a flawless 
scientific logic and on the basis of his living experience gained 
in the 60 years of struggle. Hearing his words, we felt refreshed 
as if standing on a high mountain top and looking into all kinds 
of forms and figures down below and took great strength and 
courage enough to move even a mountain and fill in even a sea. 

That day the great leader reviewed the history of the 
Koreans’ movement in Japan which had gone through many 
trials and ordeals and instructed that Chongryon had correctly 
carried out our Party’s intention because it had its leadership 
cores and that these cores should develop the movement as re- 
quired by the Juche idea in the future, too. He said: 

“We value the leadership cadres of Chongryon. Comrade 
Vice-chairman, not to mention Comrade Chairman, should not 
grow older. You still have a great deal of work to do for the 
generations to come.” 

At that moment I felt a torrent of great love surging through 
my whole being with a force enough to sweep away even a 
mountain at a stroke. 

“You should not grow older. You still have a great deal of 
work to do for the generations to come.”” These words kindled 
the flames of youthful vigour and passion in my old, infirm 


46 


body. They were the source of great strength which inspired 
me vigorously to march ahead along the one road of Juche in 
high militant spirit, without growing senile forever. 

These words also carried the high expectations and trust of 
the great leader who hoped that Chongryon would fight on 
staunchly full of confidence in victory without slightest vacilla- 
tion and deviation as befitting an organization of overseas 
citizens of Juche Korea, braving all storms in Japan, a capitalist 
country separated far away from the homeland. 

After giving us valuable teachings which would serve as a 
highly important guide for the Koreans’ movement in Japan the 
great leader arranged a banquet in honour of our congratulatory 
group at the Mansudae Assembly Hall. 

The fatherly leader showed deep concern for us again by 
sharing the place of the banquet with us who had already had 
the great honour of meeting him and receiving his valuable 
instructions. We felt a great surge of warmth again. 

“This is the banquet for you. Please have your fill, and 
appreciate its true worth.” 

Thus saying, the fatherly leader filled my glass in person and 
added choice bits to my plate. 

I could hardly swallow food as a lump came into my throat 
at the thought of his meticulous concern and favours which 
were warmer than those of the real parents who know well their 
children’s taste and appetite and give them the best pieces. 

I rose from my seat, looking up to the fatherly leader. I 
wanted to express my warmest and heartfelt gratitude and sin- 
cere congratulations, but could not broach as a lump stood in 
my throat and tears welled up in my eyes. With effort I 
brought out a few words in a choking voice, only to burst into 
a convulsive sob the next moment. 

I thought that would not do before the fatherly leader and 
tried hard to sober myself, but my heart throbbed all the more 
violently. This quite upset me and I even felt silly. 
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However, the fatherly leader listened carefully to every word 
of my stammering speech and nodded to show his understand- 
ing of my feeling of a great longing for the motherland. When I 
spoke of my grudge-ridden past when I had had to live worse 
than the dog of a family having a funeral as a stateless person, 
he took off his spectacles blurred with tears and, wiping them, 
turned his kind eyes encouragingly to me. 

When I congratulated the great leader, reflecting the burning 
loyalty of the Chongryon workers and the 600,000 Korean 
residents in Japan, and proposed his health, he rose to his feet, 
accepted the cup we offered, and clinked glasses with every 
member of our congratulatory group with the words “Thanks, 
thanks.”’ 

With the excitement I felt while congratulating the fatherly 
leader my face flushed red and got wet with sweat. He looked 
into my flushed face carefully and suddenly a shadow passed 
over his face as he turned it towards the window. 

I was confused, wondering whether I had not committed any 
mistake, and mopped my brow. 

After a while he turned his face back and said in a low voice: 
“I heard long ago you are suffering from hyperpiesia, but I have 
so far failed to pay heed to it because I am busy. The colour of 
your face tells that your blood-pressure is still high.’’ Then he 
was lost in deep thought for a long time. 

The fatherly leader who knows the state of health of a revo- 
lutionary soldier from the beads of sweat breaking out on his 
forehead and who is so much worried about hyperpiesia when 
its sufferer himself does not make much of it! 

In the past many of our parents and compatriots died of ill- 
ness leaving their eyes unclosed with a deep grudge in their 
hearts as a stateless nation in an alien land where they had been 
unable to receive even a word of sympathy, not to speak of a 
helping hand. 

But the fatherly leader is now looking after me with such a 
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loving care even after sending me precious tonics bearing his 
benevolent affection every year, personally examining the 
history of my case which would not have been treated as a 
disease in the old days. 

My tears of sorrow in the past changed into tears of happi- 
ness now. 

One day the fatherly leader showed us another great favour 
when we were spending a few impressive days, visiting many 
places in Pyongyang and viewing famous revolutionary operas. 
He got us to receive a medical checkup which could not be 
imagined in Japan and let me cure my hyperpiesia at a spa. 

I had heard much of spas as an old man of nearly 70. Buta 
hot-spring cure had been beyond my means in Japan where the 
poor cannot enjoy even the benefit of nature. 

While going to a spa by the car sent by the fatherly leader, 
many events of my miserable past flashed through my mind. 

Born into a poor peasant family on Cheju Island, I tasted 
whipping in work place before the love of my parents. I went 
to Japan with little more than the shirt on my back out of a 
single desire to study. There I became a paper boy and had to 
run as far as I got cramped in the leg. My youth was worn out 
in vain in harsh exploitation, persecution, maltreatment, 
suppression and hunger. How much did I writhe in agony, beat- 
ing my breast? 

However bitterly we might wail in those days, stamping earth 
and cursing heaven, we could not get rid of the sorrow of a 
stateless nation in the old world where there was no place to 
live in for a living man and no place to be buried in for a dead. 

It was not until the time when the great leader raised high the 
torch of Juche and launched the anti-Japanese revolutionary 
struggle that the hope of rebirth was brightened before us who 
had been consumed with grief and wrath. 

The great leader who had taken the destiny of the nation 
upon himself and brightened the 1930’s of the 20th century in 
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the annals of world history by leading the Korean revolution 
along the one road to victory, regained the motherland for us 
and turned the helm of the Koreans’ movement in Japan to the 
sacred struggle for the Korean revolution, and thus brought 
about a fundamental change in the destiny of the Korean 
residents in Japan. 

Thanks to the great leader’s deep political trust and solicitude 
I have assumed the heavy responsibility of vice-chairmanship of 
Chongryon and grown into a revolutionary soldier of Juche 
type. My remaining task now is to repay the fatherly leader’s 
favour faithfully. 

However, there is no contending against age. Now being 70 
years old, I feel weak sometimes against my will, my blood 
pressure goes up, and age starts to tell on my eyesight. So I 
would sigh over my youthhood spent in vain and feel regret at 
becoming senile. 

Having noticed this agony of mine at one glance, the fatherly 
leader sent me to the hot spring, in order to heal my mental 
wounds which I had got in an alien land with his warm hands of 
love and to cure my disease and restore my health. 

More than ten days I spent in the hot spring were, indeed, 
days of deép emotion when my senile physique restored vigour 
with new mental cells and benevolent veins and days of happi- 
ness when I was becoming a “youth of 70”, not a “youth of 
60”. 

After returning from the spa hale and hearty, I participated 
in the functions and welcome meetings held in the centre and 
localities, inspected many local places and even climbed Mt. 
Paekdu-san. 

When he received the report that we wished to visit Mt. 
Paekdu-san, the fatherly leader said: ‘“‘Comrade Vice-chairman 
wants to climb Mt. Paekdu-san? But, it will be very cold there 
now and the mountain will be under heavy snow.” And he was 
lost in thought for a while, rapping on the table with a pencil, 
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and then said in a resolute tone: 

“It is a good thing. If Comrade Vice-chairman wants to go, 
let him do it. If one is to know the homeland and make revolu- 
tion, one must go to see Mt. Paekdu-san.”’ 

These words were loaded with his deep trust and benevolent 
love with which he intended to plant the root of the Korean 
revolution deep in me who had lived in a foreign land, in 
corrupt and depraved capitalist Japan far away from the home- 
land for over 50 years, and to inspire me to keep firmly the un- 
shaken patriotic spirit as the mainspring of my mental power. 

When we left for Mt. Paekdu-san, the fatherly leader’s warm 
love had already reached its top. 

He had personally examined the route of our inspection and 
had it cleared of snow. 

His love warmer than sunshine had brought spring earlier and 
thawed away the deep snow of Mt. Paekdu-san. His benevolent 
affection flowed into our hearts like water from the thawing 
snow when we ascended Mt. Paekdu-san along the road of love. 

Oh, Mt. Paekdu-san! The ancestral mountain soaring high 
into the sky! The holy mountain of revolution shedding the 
brilliant rays of Juche all over the world! 

Let me see the sky where the great star of general appeared 
through a thick, dark cloud to meet the ardent wish of the na- 
tion and the demand of the times in the days of national suffer- 
ing when even the sun and the moon had lost their lustre in 
Korea and the destiny of the nation was at stake, when the 
motherland drown in a sea of blood writhed and emitted blood 
at the point of the bayonet of the aggressors! 

Still now on every range of those snow-covered mountains 
there must be the sacred marks of the Arduous March. On the 
bank of the Hongqihe across that high steep range stretched 
northeastward there must be the angling site where the great 
leader planned large-unit circling operations while angling. 

As we followed the traces of the glorious anti-Japanese 
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revolutionary struggle led by the great leader on the top of Mt. 
Paekdu-san, his sublime image marching towards the homeland 
on a white horse emerged before my eyes and his words, “‘If one 
is to know the homeland and make revolution, one must go to 
see Mt. Paekdu-san,”’ touched my heart more deeply. 

Indeed, Mt. Paekdu-san boasted of its sublime and majestic 
appearance. 

When I thought that just as the mountains and ranges of 
Korea stretched striking their roots in Mt. Paekdu-san, so the 
blood of all the people fighting for the Korean revolution came 
from the blood of Juche type which had been formed in Mt. 
Paekdu-san, I felt as if hot blood were spreading through my 
whole body with strong pulsation. Unshaken confidence in the 
revolution and indomitable fighting spirit surged in me like the 
limpid waters of Lake Chonji flowing endlessly. 

We descended Mt. Paekdu-san, when we heard the glad news 
that the fatherly leader wanted us. Our hearts went pitapat as 
we hurried over to a railway station on the east coast at which 
he was waiting for us. 

He warmly took our hands one by one as we bowed to him, 
and told us to have a good rest at the Chuul Rest Home so as to 
banish our fatigue from mountain climbing. 

The fatherly leader who had the road cleared of snow for us 
yesterday before climbing Mt. Paekdu-san was now sending us 
to a recreation centre to break the fatigue of a climb. We only 
shed hot tears, reproaching ourselves for causing only anxiety to 
him far from repaying even a bit the warm love he lavished 
upon his revolutionary soldiers. 

We enjoyed the honour of sitting beside him in the train. 

From the window of the train running northward along the 
east coast was seen the blue sea of the beautiful motherland 
where fishing boats were at work. 

The motherland viewed from the top of Mt. Paekdu-san was 
full of solemnity. Now it presented a boundlessly beautiful 
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scenery before us in the train. 

Our solemn and beautiful motherland! A land of golden 
tapestry! Its beautiful mountains and clear seas are the same as 
we saw in the old days when our people had to part with them 
in tears and cross the Korea Strait, each carrying a small bundle 
of belongings on the back, but how impressive they are now! 

I could not hold back tears welling up in my eyes as I 
thought of today’s happiness which had been brought about 
under the great leader’s well-advised guidance which reached 
everywhere in the motherland throwing its brilliant rays on all 
people and nature like the warm sunshine. 

The great leader who had been devoting all his life to the 
country and the people was now making a tour of on-the-spot 
guidance in North Hamgyong Province, the northernmost of the 
motherland, to pour the rays of love over the people there. He 
had covered tens of thousands of miles along that path of love! 

Though he was busily engaged in the complicated state 
affairs, large and small, for their lucid solution, the fatherly 
leader found time to meet us even in the train on his way to on- 
the-spot guidance. 

The great leader who was gazing at the sea with deep emotion 
out of the window of the running train for a while turned his 
eyes to us and said: 

“Today the sea is calm as the weather is fine. But once a 
strong wind arises, it is really terrible. 

“The Koreans’ disposition, too, can be compared to this sea. 
Our people are soft-hearted and gentle in appearance, but they 
are as fierce as a lion to the aggressors. Their disposition is 
characterized by their being ‘gentle in appearance and strong in 
mind’.”’ 

What a heart-warming remark! While seeing the sea of the 
motherland, we simply thought it beautiful, but he found the 
Koreans’ character from it. 

We were all struck with admiration and looked up to his face 
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reverentially as if seeing his intelligence glittering in his benevo- 
lent eyes. 

Referring to the “Pueblo incident”, the great leader reflected 
impressively on the events that had taken place in those days 
when he dealt a hard blow at the White House by expressing his 
firm determination that the Korean people would return retalia- 
tion for the “retaliation” of the US imperialists, all-out war for 
all-out war and declaring that if they kindled the flames of 
another war in Korea, they would get nothing but corpses of 
their troops from it. And he said: 

““As you see, the motherland is displaying its great power in 
all respects. 

“Our people are firmly united around the Party with one 
heart and one mind, and the Juche idea has been thoroughly 
embodied in all spheres of social life—politics, the economy, 
culture and military affairs—to bring about brilliant results.... 

“The motherland has strength enough to crush any enemy 
jumping at us at one stroke. 

“You must take a due pride in having this motherland and 
fight on courageously for it and its people.” 

The great leader ended his talk, and there was no sound to be 
heard but our excited breath in the still train compartment. 

The rattling sound of the fast running train threw us into an 
abyss of meditation. 

... The Korean revolution led by the great leader is also dash- 
ing ahead like this train. The great leader has coupled the 
wagon of our Chongryon to this rushing train pulled by the 
locomotive of revolution and urges us to march forward valiant- 
ly along with the motherland.... 

We kept looking up to him mutely, our hearts pounding with 
emotion. The train rushed faster, carrying the fatherly leader’s 
infinite love for our 600,000 compatriots in Japan and our 
burning determination to live up to his love with allegiance. 

The days of our stay in the homeland passed so fast. We 
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were spending pleasant days at the Chuul Rest Home taking 
recreation and inspecting many factories in North Hamgyong 
Province. 

One early morning, we were just awakened from sleep and 
still in pajamas when the fatherly leader who was spending busy 
days on on-the-spot guidance called on us unexpectedly. We 
changed ourselves in haste and went to the place where he was 
waiting. 

He had already long been there strolling around our lodgings. 
He came out into the road to meet us. When we made a bow to 
him, he said that he came to take some fresh air with us, and 
started walking on the mountain path where the morning sun- 
beams filtered through the boughs of trees. 

It was a glorious morning. Birds twittered merrily and dew- 
laden wild flowers were beautiful. 

As I followed him, I recalled to my mind the event which had 
occurred one month before when we took a walk with him on 
the bank of the Taedong-gang River. 

That day the fatherly leader called on us without notice and 
took us out to the riverside. He said though he had wanted to 
have a talk with us, he had been unable to squeeze time out of 
his heavy schedule till that day. The days was fine, so he 
suggested that we have a talk while strolling out of doors. 

Walking along the bank of the Taedong-gang River in 
company with the fatherly leader, our hearts swelled with 
boundless happiness in the spring sunshine. 

From time to time the spring wind blew, swaying the ends of 
his clothes. 

“Are you wearing underclothes well? Though it is spring, the 
wind may be rather cold to you as you’ve lived in Japan. Are 
you all right?” 

So saying with anxiety, he looked around at me. 

“Dear leader! I’m quite all right.” 

Overwhelmed by the fatherly leader’s affection for me, I 
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could hardly repress my surging emotion. 

With his benevolent affection warmer than the spring sun- 
shine making the flowers bloom and the mother’s affection for 
her children, the fatherly leader had already shown us such 
warm solicitude as to make us have a good rest even only in the 
days of staying in the homeland, saying that it was probably 
impossible for us to rest freely in Japan due to environmental 
pollution. Now again he called us to have a walk with us. 

This stroll he was now taking with us was not merely 
intended to rest himself and, still more, not to enjoy the 
beauties of nature or cultivate emotions. 

While taking a stroll, the great leader would give ear to the 
people’s voice, measure the height of a dam of a power plant 
being built by workers, choose the site of construction for a 
new dairy farm to supply more milk to the children of nurseries 
and kindergartens whose number is increasing yearly, or predict 
the weather by the colors of moming to take appropriate 
measures. 

Spending this precious time of stroll with us, he gave us 
highly important instructions illuminating the road ahead of the 
Koreans’ movement in Japan and, moreover, had a photograph 
taken with us so that the stroll would be engraved deeply in our 
memory. How could we not but shed warm tears? 

The days of happiness passed in the bosom of the fatherly 
leader and the hour of parting with him was drawing near. 
Though we wished to remain and live in the homeland, we had 
to go back to the foreign land. 

When we were overcome with the sorrow of parting, the 
fatherly leader called us again to his side. 

The sorrow of parting heavily reigned over the room where 
we were together with him. Tears flowed plentifully at the 
thought of parting with him in a few hours. 

The fatherly leader laughed more aloud and spoke more 
cheerfully than usual on purpose in order to lessen our sorrow. 
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His mind was by no means happy as he had to send his 
beloved revolutionary soldiers back to the foreign land where 
the wind is nasty. I felt my eyes moistened at the thought that 
his hearty laugh was just his hidden grief to send us. 

I managed to hold back my tears, thinking that I should not 
torment him any more by betraying my sorrow of parting. 

“The motherland is a mother’s bosom for the fighters making 
the revolution. As you weep tears, reluctant to leave the 
motherland, tears come to my eyes, too. The motherland 
always thinks of you as a mother thinks of her children. You 
may come again whenever you want to.”’ 

Listening to the fatherly leader saying the parting words with 
such warm affection in a tearful voice, the tears I had repressed 
with difficulty gushed from my eyes and my heart was nearly 
broken. 

The more I adored the fatherly leader, the longer I wished to 
be in his benevolent bosom. But the hour of parting came too 
fast. 

It was drizzling as if reflecting our sorrowful minds. 

The fatherly leader came out to see us off. 

I adjusted my dress and looked up to him. I wished to say 
farewell, but tears blurred my sight and a lump came into my 
throat. 

‘Dear fatherly leader! I’m now leaving you, but I will 
become a revolutionary soldier who will follow you in high 
esteem at any place, keeping in mind your love deeper than the 
sea and your trust higher than the sky. 

“It is the ardent wishes of the Chongryon workers and the 
compatriots in Japan that you enjoy a long life in good health. 

‘(Dear leader! I only wish you longevity and good health.” 

The fatherly leader grasped my hands firmly. 

“Thank you. Thank you.” 

His eyes also filmed with the tears of warm love for his 
soldiers. 
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“We must part like this for the revolution. Good-by! Good- 
by!” 

So saying, he warmly pressed our hands again and, while 
standing himself in rain, personally opened the door of the car 
and urged us to get in lest we should get wet. 

Our car left the side of the fatherly leader. Big drops of rain 
drove against the car window and dispersed like a fog. 

Sticking my head out, I looked back at the fatherly leader. 
He was waving his hand high amidst the rain, seeing our reced- 
ing car. 

“Dear fatherly leader! It rains hard...”’ 

Thus shouting in my mind, I threw my head further out, leav- 
ing the streaming tears undried. 

The fatherly leader was still waving his hand high. 

Many years have elapsed since then, but still now vivid before 
my eyes is the benevolent image of the fatherly leader who was 
waving his hand amidst the rain. 

Indeed, the deep trust and benevolent love shown by the 
fatherly leader for us during our stay in the homeland always 
warm up our hearts who are vigorously marching forward along 
the one road of loyalty. 

This road of loyalty to the great leader is the road on which 
we derive our strength from his love and trust and, with this 
strength, overcome all sorts of vicissitudes and trials and remain 
true to our revolutionary principles. On this road it would be 
an honour to live or to die. It is the road of the worthiest life 
which can be enjoyed only by the communists of Juche type 
who fight, upholding solely the lofty ideas and instructions of 
the great leader. 

Concluding this article, I lament my inability to do justice to 
the fatherly leader’s great love for and deep trust in me in 
describing them. 

Although I am over 70 now, I am more firmly determined to 
devote myself to national reunification and the prosperity and 
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development of the socialist motherland and to the sacred 
struggle for stepping up the modelling of Chongryon on 
Kimilsungism, full of youthful vigor and passion at all times, 
keeping the respected and _ beloved leader Comrade 
Kim II Sung’s great love and favours deep in my heart. 
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GREAT LEADER WHO MOVES 
THE WORLD 


Kenichi Ogami 


Secretary General of the IIJI and Chair- 
man of the Standing Committee of the 
Japan Society for the Study of 
Kimilsungism 


Students of the Juche idea in the world will mark the 70th 
birthday of President Kim II Sung with boundless joy and 
excitement on April 15, 1982. 

On the festive occasion of his 70th birthday I live over the 
excitement of the day of his audience again and express my 
warm gratitude to the President who showed me a true path of 
life guided by the Juche idea. 

It is natural that on this occasion I look back on the glorious 
days during which I was received by him. 

I had the honour of meeting the great President in April 1975 
for the first time. 

Since it was my second visit to Korea, I felt a stronger urge to 
have an audience of him. But I doubted whether he, so great a 
man busy with the affairs of State, would grant an audience to 
me. 

So I hardly thought I could meet him until the very moment 
I stood directly face to face with him. 

But, unexpectedly enough, the day came which is to me as 
significant as a historical event. 

On April 16, the day before his departure for China, Presi- 
dent Kim I] Sung spared his so busy and precious time to 
receive me and a Japanese scholar. 
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My heart thumped with emotion and excitement, but calm- 
ing myself with difficulty, I, together with the scholar, went to 
the building of the Administration Council by car. 

The elevator we were in stopped and the door opened, when 
we saw President Kim I] Sung with a smile on his face, waiting 
for us. Standing face to face with the President whom we had 
pictured in our minds, awake or asleep, we hardly believed our 
eyes. 

How long and impatiently I had awaited this moment! At 
long last I could meet great President Kim II Sung who gave me 
a ray of hope and showed the glorious path of Juche to me who 
had groped in the darkness without any hope and prospect for 
future. 

The President greeted me warmly, giving me a squeeze with 
the affection of a real father. Not only that he even personal- 
ly posed for a picture together with us. 

As a man who had deeply admired him as the greatest revolu- 
tionary leader in the world, I was carried away by a fit of 
passion before his presence. 

Tears were ready to well up on my eyes. 

How it could be possible, if not in a dream, that the great 
President was standing in front of me and shaking my hand, I 
thought. 

At that moment, my thought ran on the event that had 
occurred on April 14 when I had firmed my determination to 
devote all my passion to upholding the Juche idea and realizing 
the cause of Juche. 

On the eve of the 63rd birthday of the great President, we 
the seven members of the delegation of the Japanese Youth 
Society for the Study of the Juche Idea on a visit to the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea had the honor of wear- 
ing the badges bearing his image. We moved to tears. Looking 
at the badges on our breasts, we made a firm resolve to follow 
the road of Juche singleheartedly and devote all our energies to 
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the realization of the cause of Juche. 

Before our excitement abated, I had the honor of directly 
meeting the great President as a Japanese student of the Juche 
idea. It was the greatest honor and happiness for me. 

He asked us how we felt and made an apology for his failure 
to receive us earlier. Then he went on to say: 

‘TI meet you for the first time today. Though, I feel you are 
my old acquaintances. 

‘This is because we have already been well acquainted with 
each other and there is a community of thought and purpose 
between us. I am very pleased to have an interview with you 
today in a comradely atmosphere.”’ 

Then, referring to the efforts we had made in Japan to 
promote a deeper understanding of Korea, he said in an encour- 
aging tone that such efforts were greatly conducive to the 
strengthening of friendship between Korea and Japan. 

Remarking that the destinies of the Korean and Japanese 
peoples were linked up with each other, he said: 

“In view of the struggle against imperialism and of the 
common aspiration for peace in Asia and socialism as well, both 
Korean and Japanese peoples, I think, have the common ideal. 

“In this respect, I think, solidarity between the Korean and 
the Japanese people is very important.” 

That day, President Kim I] Sung taught us the truth that the 
present era is the era of independence and that the struggle of 
the world revolutionary people seeking independence will 
certainly win, adding that in this era it was most worthwhile to 
study the Juche idea and live and fight as taught by it. 

He continued: 

“‘The present era is the period in which all the world 
champions independence. 

““Newly-independent countries, to say nothing of the socialist 
countries, are fighting for independence.... 

“Many capitalist countries, too, call for independence.... 
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‘Independence has now become a trend of thought. 

‘Heads of States, people, men of the press and scholars in 
Africa whom I met championed independence without excep- 
tion.... 

“You and we are all living in such era, so you and we ought 
to make joint efforts in awakening people and leading them to 
fight for independence, as a comrades-in-arms and fellow- 
thinkers in keeping with the current of the time. By doing so, 
will we be contributing to the interests of all mankind, I think.” 

We were still mere students in all respects, but he regarded us 
as his comrades-in-arms in the struggle for independence and 
gave us such encouraging words. Hearing him, we were carried 
away by great emotion. 

We told him that in our activity to study and propagate the 
Juche idea in Japan we had not yet built up a sufficient strength 
and even lacked experience. He said: “It does not matter 
whether strength is big or small. A spark will turn into a wild- 
fire, and a strength, even if small at present, will grow into a 
great one in the future. We have just made a start like you. We 
have just started now, but I’m sure it will expand greatly in the 
future.”’ 

Thus, he spared his precious time for us, the persons of no 
distinguished merit. He seated us by his side and, taught us 
theoretical and practical problems in an easy-to-understand way 
to encourage us in our activities. He offered us sweets and 
cigarettes in person and talked with us kindly as if he had met 
his old friends. Our hearts pounded with emotion all the while 
listening to President Kim Il Sung who possessed so noble a 
character. 

Before I knew it, I got quite relaxed and was feeling the 
affection which one would do when one meets one’s kind 
father. We were unconscious of the flight of time. 

The respected President even exchanged toasts with us that 
day. I could not help feeling infinite honor and emotion. 
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That night I could hardly bring myself to sleep. My heart 
was filled with a strong excitement as I had my long-cherished 
desire fulfilled at last and had an audience of the President who 
was so gracious and affectionate, and I was also overwhelmed 
with the honor and joy of learning from so great a person and 
living and working under him. 

I was born into a poor family. Having finished an evening 
higher school, I entered a university. Through my experience in 
life, I came to deeply realize the need to revolutionize Japanese 
society full of contradictions and the pressing necessity for 
struggle and joined the student movement. 

However, the struggle made little progress and all my col- 
leagues left its rank to choose ‘“‘stable”’ jobs. 

Failing to find a way out, I could not but feel my incompe- 
tency and grudge. 

I was preoccupied with the thought of social revolution and 
conducted various activities. But I was without a key to solu- 
tion as ever. 

It was at this juncture that I chanced to read “Kim [1 Sung: 
Biography.” It was an eye-opener to me. 

I felt confident that the presence of such a great leader as 
President Kim I] Sung in our world is a greatest blessing not 
only for the world’s progressive people aspiring after the new 
but also for us youth. 

I was also convinced that if we followed him and took his 
thought as our guideline we would be able to lead along the 
right track the youth movement in Japan which had been bereft 
of independence and failed to advance, stuck in the mud of 
dogmatism. 

President Kim I] Sung is indeed a great revolutionary leader 
who is peerless in the world. 

In modern history there emerged such great leaders as Marx, 
Engels and Lenin, and great were the contributions they made. 
However, it was 50 or 100 years ago that they were active. 
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They advanced their guiding thoughts of their times and passed 
away before they put them into practice. They were leaders 
who were distinguished in certain respects but not possessed 
of all the theoretical and practical features. 

However, President Kim II Sung is the most outstanding 
leader for profundity and richness of his theory and his person- 
ality. He is a great leader illuminating the path ahead of the 
time and moving the world. 

Back in Japan after my audience of President Kim II Sung, I 
immediately set out on the honorable work of propagating his 
greatness among Japanese people. 

I planned to build a “‘youth centre” for the study of the 
immortal Juche idea in celebration of the 64th birthday of the 
great President which fell on April 15, 1976, and had it 
completed in slightly over six months. 

In addition, to mark the 65th birthday of the President in the 
following year we published “Study of Kimilsungism’”, a 
theoretical magazine. 

In the meantime, many young people went to different parts 
of Japan with a resolve to organize many more groups for the 
study of the Juche idea. 

An international seminar on the Juche idea was held in 
Pyongyang from September 14 to 17, 1977. At this seminar, I 
had the honor of making a speech under the title “Great 
Kimilsungism Is the Most Powerful Guiding Idea Even for the 
Revolutionary Struggle in Advanced Capitalist, Imperialist 
Countries Today”’. 

In it, I stressed the significance of the present era in the 
following vein: 

Our age is the age guided by great Kimilsungism. A revolu- 
tionary struggle needs a correct revolutionary thought and 
guideline in order to triumph, and all problems raised by the age 
and the path ahead of the time are solved and indicated by a 
revolutionary thought. This teaches that in defining the age it is 
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important to characterize it with a guiding ideology, revolution- 
ary thought, which is a deciding factor in advancing it. In this 
sense, we can say that our age is the age of Kimilsungism, if the 
period 100 or 50 years ago was the age of Marxism-Leninism. 

Our age is also an age led by great President Kim I] Sung, the 
founder of Kimilsungism. During their lifetime Marx and Lenin 
played limited roles and, Marxism and Leninism became world- 
wide trend of thought after the death of their founders. 

However, Kimilsungism has become a world-wide trend of 
thought and seized the hearts of the world people at the present 
time when President Kim II Sung, its founder, is in vigorous 
activity. This fact is an eloquent proof of the greatness of 
Kimilsungism. 

Therefore, our age can be called the age of Kimilsungism 
which is guided by President Kim I] Sung and in which the 
world people, united around him, are carrying on the revolution 
and construction. 

In the last part of my speech, I stressed the urgent need to 
establish an international organization for the study of the 
Juche idea. In response to the requests of many delegates from 
all parts of the world, the Pyongyang International Seminar 
decided to set up such organization. 

During my stay in Pyongyang I had the honor of meeting 
President Kim I] Sung on two more occasions. 

He took time off his heavy duties and personally received us 
and posed for photographs for us. He even presented most 
precious gifts to us. 

On the evening of September 24, an official of the Korean 
Society for Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries called on 
us at the guesthouse and communicated to us the glad news that 
President Kim I] Sung would receive our Japanese academic 
delegation for the study of the Juche idea next day. 

The news carried joy into my heart and I could not go to 
sleep for hours that evening. 
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I awoke very early the next morning, dressed myself sprucely 
and headed for the reception hall by car. Through the car 
window I could see various full-blown flowers along the road- 
side. They seemed as if congratulating me who was going to 
meet the great President. 

At that happy moment a touching scene that occurred a few 
days before came across my mind. That day great President 
Kim I] Sung received us at the Kumsusan Assembly Hall 
together with the delegates to the International Seminar on the 
Juche Idea. 

He came out in a spacious hall where delegates from many 
countries were standing in a line. 

Unable to conceal their excitement and joy of meeting great 
President Kim Il Sung, the founder of the immortal Juche idea, 
the delegates cheered in a chorus, “Juche,” “Kim Il Sung,” 
waving their hands. Some of them shouted loudly “‘Long live 
Comrade President Kim II Sung!”’ 

Amidst the enthusiastic cheers, the President shook hand 
with each of the delegates. He personally attended the banquet 
given by the Government of the Republic and posed for a 
photograph along with the delegates. 

Looking at his immeasurably venerable figure, I thought 
deeply that President Kim I] Sung was the greatest leader the 
world had ever known.... 

Presently our cars arrived at the reception place. 

President Kim Il Sung greeted us graciously at the porch. 

I told him about the activities of my colleagues who were 
studying the Juche idea in Japan, and conveyed to him the 
words of warm thanks expressed by the comrades who were 
following Kimilsungism. 

Having heard my report, turning his affectionate gaze on me, 
he expressed his thanks. 

He dwelt on the fact that it had become an earnest desire of 
the world people to study and popularize the Juche idea. Then 
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he made a very fitting and deep analysis of the prospect of the 
activity of the study of the Juche idea, the Japan-Korea rela- 
tions and the general international and internal situations. 

The President told us that he was going to allow all his morn- 
ing hours for us. And he spent hours in giving us meaningful 
words. 

At the luncheon party, too, he made important remarks. 

I sat opposite to him and was jotting down what he said, 
without helping myself. 

Noticing this, he urged me to help myself and exchanged a 
toast with me in person. At that moment I felt the highest 
happiness I had ever experienced in this world. 

He was so gracious and affectionate that I felt as if he were 
my real father. 

That day President Kim Il Sung devoted his precious time to 
us more than four hours. 

On our way back to the guesthouse after the reception was 
over, I felt everything that had puzzled me in my activity had 
gone to open up an unbroken vista before me. 

As soon as I returned to Japan, on my honorable audience of 
President Kim Il Sung I made a report to the representatives of 
the groups of Japanese studying the Juche idea in different 
parts. Those who heard my report were greatly moved by the 
affection and concern of President Kim II Sung. They renewed 
their resolution to undeviatingly follow the road of Juche 
indicated by the President and strive for earlier flowering of the 
Juche idea in Japanese society. 

Great President Kim Il Sung is indeed not only the great 
father of the Korean people but also the teacher of the world 
people and the kind father of us the Japanese people. 

That is why today numerous Japanese people in all parts of 
the country so deeply revere the President from the bottom of 
their heart and are joining the ranks of Juche with a resolve to 
live under his guidance. 
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After their day’s work, the workers, though fatigued, come 
to the hall built by themselves and study the brilliant revolu- 
tionary history of President Kim I] Sung in the room where his 
portrait is hung. 

The warm rays shed by great President Kim II Sung are pour- 
ing down on factories, fishing villages, towns, the countryside, 
schools and every corner and nook of Japan. The Japanese 
people are drawing new strength and hope from them. 

The ranks of people who want to study the Juche idea and 
advance along the road indicated by it are steadily growing in all 
parts of Japan, and the activities of the groups to study and 
propagate the Juche idea are gaining momentum. 

The National Liaison Council of Societies for the Study of 
President Kim Il Sung’s Works held its tenth national meeting 
on November 19, 1977. 

The meeting unanimously supported and welcomed the 
resolution of the Organizing Committee for an International In- 
stitute of the Juche Idea for the opening of its office in Tokyo. 

On April 9, 1978, the inauguration conference of the Inter- 
national Institute of the Juche Idea was held at last and its 
establishment was announced before the whole world. 

This is a great honor and pride for all the people living in the 
present age, the era of Kimilsungism. With the establishment 
of a permanent international organization for the study and 
dissemination of the Juche idea, the people of the whole world 
have become able to advance more confidently forward along 
the path indicated by the idea under the leadership of great 
President Kim II Sung. 

The Sixth Congress of the Workers’ Party of Korea was held 
in grand style in Pyongyang in October 1980. We attended the 
Congress of the WPK in the capacity of the delegation of the 
III. 

The Sixth Congress of the WPK summed up the struggle in 
1970’s with pride and set forth the long-term objectives in 
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1980’s and the policy of modelling the whole society on the 
Juche idea, on Kimilsungism. 

The Sixth Congress of the WPK set out the importance of 
organizational and ideological foundations, revolutionary tradi- 
tions and guiding idea for the accomplishment of the cause of 
Kimilsungism and hailed Comrade Kim Jong Il the unique 
continuator of the cause of Kimilsungism as member of the 
Standing Committee of the Political Bureau and Secretary of 
the Central Committee of the WPK and member of the Military 
Committee. 

Foreign delegates to the Sixth Congress of the WPK warmly 
supported a correct solution to the question of the successor to 
the revolution having been made in Korea alone, and the resolu- 
tion of the Congress which brightened the prospects of the 
world revolution. 

I dearly wished to meet the President to congratulate him on 
the success of the Sixth Congress of the WPK and report on the 
work of the ITJI since its foundation. 

The President spared time to receive us despite the numerous 
claims on him. Early on the morning of October 17, 1980 he 
called us to his side. 

Complimenting on our efforts, the President dwelt on the 
activity to popularize the Juche idea. 

Referring to how badly the world people call for the Juche 
idea to carry out the revolution and construction creditably in 
accordance with their judgement and strength, the President 
pointed to the need to propagate the Juche idea to suit the 
specific conditions. 

Sorely missing the deceased first Director General of the 
IIJI, he warmly spoke of him: 

“I am deeply grieved at the death of Kaoru Yasui. His death 
is a great loss to the Korean as well as Japanese people. I sent a 
telegram of condolence to his widow, but please convey my 
condolence to her again.” 
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What kind words! If he had known the President’s warm care 
for him, he would surely have shed tears of emotion. In his late 
years he came to meet such a great leader as President 
Kim I] Sung and accept the Juche idea. 

I could not help admiring at the President’s comradely 
fidelity and lofty virtues emerging beyond the bounds of a 
country and nation. 

It is an honour to learn from the teachings of great President 
Kim Il Sung, follow him and advance upholding the banner of 
Kimilsungism, even if one gives his life for it. 

The world people share such feeling of ours when they follow 
the President and study and popularize Kimilsungism. 

Today Kimilsungism is spread all over the world and its 
banner is fluttering everywhere. 

The world people are paying a highest tribute of gratitude to 
great President Kim Il Sung, the founder of Kimilsungism, and 
Secretary Kim Jong Il, an heir to it. 

In February 1982 the Japanese students of Kimilsungism 
rallied around the Japan Society for the Study of Kimilsungism 
will hold the national session of the seminar on the Juche idea 
and observe the birthday of Secretary Kim Jong Il in Okinawa 
Prefecture half the territory of which is reduced to the US 
military base. 

In March the IIJI and the National Liaison Council of 
Societies for the Study of President Kim II Sung’s Works will 
hold a celebration with the attendance of foreign guests in 
Tokyo on the occasion of the 7Oth birthday of President 
Kim Il Sung. 

In April an international seminar on the Juche idea will be 
held in grand style in New Delhi in celebration of his 70th 
birthday. 

Around this time delegates of different countries are going to 
Pyongyang to offer congratulations to the President. 

Minds of the world people are now running to President 
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Kim II Sung. 

Expressing the single-hearted desire of the world people, I 
pay the highest tribute of respect and gratitude to Comrade 
Kim Il Sung, founder of Kimilsungism, great leader of the era of 
independence and the President of the DPRK. 

I, on behalf of the world people, extend hearty congratula- 
tions to respected President Kim I] Sung on his 70th birthday 
and reverentially wish him a long life in good health. 
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AN UNAFFECTED, CALM AND 
CONFIDENT MAN 


Genaro Carnero Checa 


Ex-Secretary General of the Latin 
American Journalists’ Federation 


I visited the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea for the 
third time. It was my most cherished desire to meet President 
Kim I] Sung, the preeminent leader of the Korean people. This 
desire had long been embedded in my heart. 

I gathered from his eminent idea and the reality of Korea 
that Korea has a great man to lead the oppressed people of the 
world along a right course. This very thought hardened my 
determination to see great President Kim I] Sung and made me 
pay several visits to Korea. 

In the autumn of 1972, I and my family had an opportunity 
to visit Korea again. 

It can be rightly said that my travel that year was not for a 
simple sightseeing, but for educational purposes as my prede- 
cessors had been. 

In a car running to a guest house, we thought of the epoch- 
making changes which must have been brought about in Korea 
this year too, looking out over her beautiful mountains and 
rivers. 

Meanwhile, we got to the entrance of Pyongyang, the capital 
of Korea and the heroic people. 

If you pass through the middle of the beautiful capital and 
ride its quiet outskirts for a while, you come to a fork. 
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From the main road runs a narrow, beaten village track lined 
with low poplars and pine trees on both sides, which leads to 
our residence located on the lakeside, after passing through 
several curves. It takes our car about five minutes to get there 
from the main road. 

In the compound of the guest house there were two more 
residences beside ours. Their occupants were spending joyful, 
happy days in the quiet exotic atmosphere. It was really a 
good, beautiful place for rest. 

Both the ground and first floors of the house with all the 
necessary articles of furniture including a small bookcase and a 
table on which lay a Latin typewriter, were exclusively put at 
our disposal. Deeply concerned for us, the President was always 
informed of our situation to see if we had any inconvenience 
and anything to be desired during our stay. Therefore, the 
workers who served us showed special concern for us. 

The expert cook entertained us with rich, exotic Korean 
dishes prepared with vegetables, rice, soy, chicken and notably 
with fish. We learned words “mani (much)” and “ani (no 
thanks)’’, but did not know which word to use at table. 

The warm love and kindness shown to us by President 
Kim Il Sung went further. Once I had a slight cold, when he 
troubled himself to send me a doctor so that I could receive 
treatment in my room. This made me keenly feel once again 
his unparalleled noble humanity and traits as the leader of the 
people. 

We had one week’s stay in this house from where I paid 
visits to factories, theatres, schools, institutions and scenic spots 
in Pyongyang as well as in all parts of the DPRK. 

We had an interview with Korean journalists and concluded a 
friendship agreement between the Federation of Journalists of 
Peru and the Korean Journalists’ Union “‘with a view to deepen- 
ing mutual understanding and developing the relations of friend- 
ship and cooperation through mutual assistance between the 
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peoples and journalists of the two countries, strengthening 
solidarity in the press activities against imperialism led by US 
imperialism and its stooges and consolidating national inde- 
pendence, social progress, peace and democracy.” 

Enjoying hospitality and kindness shown to us not only by 
those serving us in the morning, afternoon and evening in that 
house but also by all other people whom we met, we realized 
more deeply that Koreans were generous and kind people. 

The workers in the residence shared with us the boundless 
joy and happiness and sorrow. This they did when we had an 
audience with President Kim I] Sung and we parted with them 
to leave for Peru. 

One morning the Chief of Protocol of the Foreign Ministry of 
the DPRK came to us and informed us that President 
Kim II Sung was waiting for us. 

It was a happy and amazing news for me. I got on the car 
after putting on the most clean and simple clothes. 

While running into the Pyongyang city, I repeated in mind 
what I wanted to tell him and found in the beautiful looks of 
today’s Pyongyang the inexhaustible strength of the Korean 
people advancing under his great leadership. 

Everything in Pyongyang was destroyed in the war against 
the US imperialists, no single roof or wall left intact. 

Pyongyang, the capital of the DPRK, has a huge population 
and a history of thousands of years. 

It has taken a new look within no more than twenty years 
since the Korean people, under the leadership of President 
Kim Il Sung, defeated the US imperialist and started building a 
new city. In fact, the rehabilitation of this capital of the revolu- 
tion had already started when the war was at its height. Look- 
ing forward to the day of victory even amid the enemy’s air 
raids, he called able designers and discussed the prospects of 
Pyongyang to be rebuilt with them. 

At present Pyongyang is being built into a clean, grand and 
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quiet city. Its broad streets are lined with trees and it is 
crowded with parks, 6- or 7-storey apartment houses and public 
buildings. Dividing the city flows the Taedong-gang River. In 
summer it flows merrily with its clear water sparkling in the 
sun; in autumn it represents a red flag; and in winter it is 
blocked up with grey ice. All those visiting the river side feel 
an intimate and happy feeling at the sight of its clear water 
flowing gently as if reflecting the clear and kind minds of the 
people of this country. On the other side of the city there 
flows the Potong-gang River, smaller than the former. It is a 
cheerful and youthful river running through a beautiful park 
with verdant willows. 

Unlike the Taedong-gang River, we felt the strong spirit and 
wisdom of the Korean people from the grand buildings lining up 
on both sides of the streets stretching along the river, and could 
visualize the whole aspect and brilliant future of Korea in its 
majestic appearance. 

A government building was situated in the middle of a 
spacious vacant ground which was embowered in trees like a 
park. The building is huge and grand. Its lines and walls had no 
decorations and it has many windows so that it can let in much 
sunshine. The corridors are wide and rooms very tidy and quiet. 

We arrived at the building in the wake of the Chief Protocol’s 
car. A guide was already waiting for us at the entrance. We 
went up by lift. When its door was opened, we were taken 
aback. 

President Kim Il Sung, surrounded by our interpreters who 
walked up stairs, Chairman of the Journalists’ Union, Chairman 
of the Korean Society for Cultural Relations with Foreign 
Countries, another interpreter, many cameramen, cinemato- 
graphers and TV cameramen, warmly received us, extending his 
hand with a broad smile on his face. 

We had never imagined that we would meet him so soon in 
such an unexpected place. 
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We had thought that when we would get out of the lift, we 
would be led to a large room where we would have to wait till 
President Kim Il Sung would show up solemnly from the inner 
door. But the very contrary was the case. 

The President, the greatest man the Korean people had 
greeted for the first time in their history, warmly received us, 
inquiring after our health in a sonorous and gentle voice. He 
was wearing a benignant, simple and calm smile on his face. He 
was in neat and modest attire. His grey closed-collar coat with 
vertically-lined five buttons looked very neat and bright. He 
was full of confidence in himself. And he was a man of keen 
insight and prudence. When greeting he slightly bowed his 
broad forehead. Not a grey hair was to be seen. 

The greatest impression we received from the first moment of 
the interview to the end was an extreme simplicity and compo- 
sure possessed by him who had always got the warmest com- 
pliment and weathered through all storms. 

President Kim I] Sung’s portraits are respectfully hung up 
everywhere in the DPRK—in homes, schools, office rooms and 
factories. From this the readers who have not seen him directly 
can also understand that the people follow the President in high 
esteem and the President devotes his life to the welfare of the 
people and that the leader and the people are on father-and-son 
terms. 

In all official or nonofficial conversations, you can hear the 
Korean people speaking about President Kim I] Sung with a 
feeling of affection and respect whether you are in universities 
or theatres, factories or cooperative farms, towns or villages. 

His works are circulated from hand to hand and his thought 
has become a banner. The materials on his life displayed in the 
museum form the core of the history of revolution. 

Newspapers, textbooks and literary and art works carry his 
portrait respectfully. And his mementoes were respectfully 
preserved in many places of Korea where he had fought guerrilla 
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battles or visited to give on-the-spot guidance. 

We asked ourselves: How can it be that such a great man 
who is held in so much respect among the people shows such 
simplicity without formality to all visitors from home and 
abroad? 

However, it was a fact. President Kim Il Sung received us 
unaffectedly like his brothers and comrades. 

He invited us to pose for a photograph as if to leave a token 
of our meeting for ever and to add to our happiness even for a 
few minutes. 

The Koreans told us a host of episodes about such characters 
of his. 

One early morning the President called at a farm house to 
talk with its host about farming and the livelihood of the 
peasants. The host was not yet awakened from his sleep. When 
a functionary accompanying him was going to wake up the 
farmer the President told him not to do so and waited long 
sitting on the sheaves of straw, saying that they should wait till 
he would wake up. 

Only after the farmer woke up, did he have a talk with him, 
exchanged experiences and dined with him. He enjoyed to- 
gether with him the warm spring sunshine. 

On an evening the President was driving along a rural road to 
give on-the-spot guidance in a locality. Among the passers-by 
there was an old woman walking. She looked very tired. He 
stopped the car and gave her a lift to her home which was tens 
of miles away. Having learned that he was none other than 
President Kim Il Sung, she was moved to tears. This anecdote 
spread all over Korea like a legend. 

It happened when he was waging the anti-Japanese war in the 
mountains. The President who was then the guerrilla com- 
mander, took a scrupulous care of the board and bedding of the 
guerrillas. He shared everything with them. He had the same 
meal as the guerrillas’ and at times offered his share to the 
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youngest soldier. He used to cover soldiers with his only 
blanket and slept on tree leaves in the open air. 

Worrying about his health, the soldiers tried to serve him 
with the best dishes and beddings but he declined them. He 
lived and fought like other guerrillas, sharing life and death, 
weal and woe with them. 

While staying in Chongsan-ri for many days, the President 
personally created the Chongsan-ri spirit and Chongsan-ri 
method that embodied and developed the revolutionary mass 
line in keeping with a new reality of socialist construction. 

In order to tackle knotty problems for the peasants and hear 
in person their experiences, he went there, lived and worked 
with them. 

In factories, he discusses matters with workers, and in the 
countryside he always gives heed to the opinions of the cooper- 
ative farmers. He also makes inquiries about what women and 
children demand. 

The opera “Youth Orchard” depicting a locality, once a 
waste land, which has been turned into a paradise of apple on 
the instructions of President Kim Il Sung, was adapted from a 
fact, that is, the story of a village boy who told him in tears 
about the only apple tree in the village which was broken in a 
bombing during the severe war against the US imperialists 
aggression (1950-53). 

The portraits of President Kim Il Sung are respectfully hung 
up in every office room, every home and everybody carries a 
badge bearing his image on his chest. 

President Kim Il Sung is a hero who has created the reality 
which everyone aspired after for long, the reality which the 
absolute majority of the people desired and tens of thousands 
of the Korean people tried to bring about through struggle at 
the cost of their blood and sweat, and the reality which has now 
become their own life, their own property and the source of 
their everyday happiness. 
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During our four hours’ interview with President Kim II Sung, 
we saw with deep emotion in him, the leader of the Korean 
people and the leader of the world anti-imperialist revolutionary 
movement, the unaffected and informal characters which can be 
found in an ordinary hero and common people like us. 

He became tense, yet remained calm and simple as he talked 
about his people, his childhood, the reunification of the 
country, imperialism and recalled Che Guevara, saying: ‘He 
was a very intelligent and courageous man.... He was my friend. 
In Korea we always remember him.”’ 

It was October 8 when a heroic guerrilla Che Guevara fell in 
battle. Newspapers of Pyongyang carried his picture and an 
episode in his life. He told us: “There are not many countries 
that honour the memory of Che Guevara this day, and Korea 
may be one of them.”’ 

No formality was necessary among revolutionaries. 

Sitting at a big round table laid with luncheon, I told him 
even about watermelon in Piura, my native place. He stood up 
and gave a toast to each of us, offering well-known “insam”’ 
wine containing a sound root. 

‘This is very good for heart.” He said as if he had already 
known about my lingering heart trouble. Nuri, my daughter, 
lighted a cigarette for him. 

He expressed thanks, saying, ““Kamsahamnida (Thank you).”’ 

On our way back to our quarters on the lakeside, we hap- 
pened to pass by his car at a curve in Pyongyang. He greeted us 
again with a smile. 

Having received us, he was going to villages around the city 
where harvesting was in full swing to acquaint himself with the 
actual conditions of harvesting. 

When night falls, he, an indefatigable worker, will surely 
continue to write his report which he would deliver at the 
Supreme People’s Assembly session in order to strengthen the 
socialist system of Korea and about which he had spoken 
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passionately and optimistically at the talk with us several hours 
before. He is really a close friend and comrade. 
On this foundation rises the steel pillar of his personality. 


(May, 1974) 
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I MEET PRESIDENT KIM IL SUNG, 
THE MAN THAT THEY CALL 


THE SUN 


Sam J.E. Metzger 


Sub-Editor, Sierra Leonean Newspaper 
“We Yone’”’ 


What would you do with a man like that? 

Or, if I should come to the point directly and say what I 
really want to say, what would any nation not give for a leader 
like this? 

Every nation, in times of great suffering and extreme crisis, 
has always looked for a kind of messiah or saviour. 

Perhaps not necessarily a conquering warrior, but a man who 
will turn out to be a great inspiration, and who will be a tower 
of strength to his people, in their desire to go forward. 

Right down through history, there have been men who have 
been called upon, at great personal sacrifice, to lead their people 
out of misery, into a new Canaan. Among them there have 
been spiritual leaders whose philosophies have transformed the 
lives of millions. There have been economic and political 
genuines, too, who by their untiring efforts have been able to 
avert national disasters. 

However, perhaps few men can combine all the attributes of 
military prowess, economic zeal, administrative fineness and the 
wizardry of a philosophical giant. 

The history of the 20th century shows that such a man is 
Marshal Kim II Sung (literally meaning “the sun of Korea’), 
who guides the Korean people to one road of victory. 
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This was not a man born with a silver spoon in his mouth, 
nor was his path to glory strewn with roses. 

When he was born on April 15, 1912, Korea was a land of 
great suffering, bitterness and frustration, against the ravages of 
the Japanese imperialists which at the time, was ruthless in the 
extreme. 

The Korean people were then ruled at the point of the 
Japanese bayonet, and death was a common punishment. 

In that very year of his birth it was estimated that the arrests 
of the Korean people made by the Japanese imperialists totalled 
more than 52,000 and hundreds of others slaughtered in cold 
blood. 

Several uprisings of the Korean people against Japanese 
imperialism had been ruthlessly suppressed each time. Thus 
many people who cried for independence disappeared from the 
struggle, or surrendered to the Japanese imperialists and became 
betrayers. 

Yet, the patriotic and revolutionary family of Comrade 
Kim I] Sung had no choice. 

His father, Kim Hyong Jik, was the outstanding leader of the 
anti-Japanese national liberation movement and his mother, 
Kang Ban Sok, was also a revolutionary and fighter for women’s 
liberation. 

Kim Hyong Jik had sworn that if he did not succeed in 
liberating his people, his son should continue the struggle. 

It was a mandate of the revolution and a sacred trust in his 
son. The parents of President Kim Il Sung prepared their little 
son for the struggle under conditions of abject poverty. His 
father died at the young age of 32, as a result of the brutal 
torture by the Japanese police and of the severe frostbite, 
entrusting the mission for freedom and salvation to Mother 
Kang Ban Sok and his children. 

President Kim Il Sung, through his practical struggle of help- 
ing the revolutionary activities of his father, while receiving 
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constant revolutionary influence from his father, has firmly 
fostered from his early age the great aim of country’s restora- 
tion and a strong determination to devote himself to the 
struggle for the Korean revolution. 

How many parents, for love of the country, would expose 
their young son to all the dangers that the young Comrade 
Kim Il Sung had to endure? 

How many young people would willingly go through such 
hazards? 

At the tender age of twelve, President Kim II Sung had to 
undertake a 250 mile journey, in biting snow, through danger- 
ous mountains and rugged paths, alone! 

At the age of fourteen, President Kim II Sung turned his back 
on his native land, crossed over to northern China with this firm 
resolve: 

“I shall not return to the fatherland again until I have accom- 
plished my father’s plan, until the fatherland is set free and the 
Japanese aggressors expelled.” 

Twenty years later, he was to return in triumph to a free and 
sovereign Korea, liberated as a result of personal exploits of 
President Kim II Sung. 

His pledge to his dying father had been fulfilled. 

Now, every single Korean knows the full story of the struggle 
and exploits of President Kim Il Sung for freedom and inde- 
pendence. 

The exploits of this great leader, can fill volumes, and yet the 
half would have not been told. 

I did not set out to write a short biography of President 
Kim Il Sung, but to set out a premise. 

In the history of the Korean people the struggle to liberate 
the country from the yoke of Japanese colonialism was a hard 
one, but the struggle for country’s reconstruction was even 
harder. 

Many leaders, if we see the world history, have been able to 
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take their people to freedom and independence, but have not 
been able to retain the confidence of the masses through the 
arduous process of national reconstruction. There have been 
dissentient voices, grumblings, apparently unsurmountable 
challenge. And in the process sometimes the people have 
become rather illusioned. 

However, President Kim Il Sung is not only the iron-willed 
brilliant commander who won freedom and independence but 
also a genius in revolution and construction. 

Not so with the Korean people—not in the period of recon- 
struction of the country, not even during the three years of war 
when the whole country including the capital of Pyongyang was 
bombed flat. 

They have firmly believed in the genius and wisdom of their 
great leader and brilliantly accomplished the arduous tasks of 
reconstruction united firmly around him. 

President Kim Il Sung has continued to be a great inspiration 
in the struggle for the building of a new society, too. Under his 
outstanding and seasoned guidance, the Korean people have 
been able to build a modern Korea in a short span of time that 
challenges any developed European countries. 

Above every other thing, President Kim I] Sung is a true 
people’s leader with great love and humanity— a man who lives 
in very simple style, but cares very much to see that his people 
live well. 

Sometimes, you wonder whether this man has anytime for 
himself, working from dusk to dawn and reading sometimes 
well up to midnight. 

No wonder he is such a human encyclopedia. 

We had an opportunity of having an interview with him, and 
the way he analysed world political and economic problems was 
astounding. 

President Kim I] Sung is not even bitter over the south 
Korean question. 


85 


It has often been my experience that where there is a 
confrontation between the two divided parts of a country, there 
is usually so much suspicion that if you have visited one side, 
the other side will not allow your entry. 

However, President Kim II Sung, the great leader of the 
Korean people, so confident about the strides which his people 
have made, was never narrow-minded and told us: ‘Go to the 
south and see for yourself... and then you can compare.”’ 

A tireless man, he had just gone through a very big confer- 
ence of the agricultural development before seeing us, and was 
full of zest as ever. 

It is that zest and tremendous energy that have transformed 
Korea into a land of paradise. 

You cannot blame the people if they virtually worship this 
man who has done so much for them, who has made Korea such 
a prosperous land by building a powerful independent national 
economy, enforcing the universal eleven-year compulsory 
education and the free medical service and abolishing the taxa- 
tion system. 

President Kim II Sung is indeed a peerless patriot, a great 
people’s leader who takes a personal interest in the individual 
welfare of every one of his people. 

You consider his multifarious state responsibilities, in spite of 
it all, President Kim I] Sung can afford to spend many hours at 
factories and cooperative farms, discussing problems of in- 
creased production and the personal welfare of every single 
worker and farmer. 

This man starts the new year with the children and spends 
several hours at the Children’s Palace. 

What I have written so far, is just a glossary of this country 
where fabric is produced from limestone and from savannah 
grass, where hunger is unknown and food is so plentiful that it 
is an offence to eat stale food (stale food means food which 
has been exposed for one hour), where there is so much self- 
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sufficiency that begging is unknown and stealing is so unthink- 
able that if it were to happen it would be considered to be a 
mental disease. 

It is hard to rival the achievements of this great man— 
President Kim I] Sung. 

To me, he is the embodiment of all that a struggling people 
would wish for. 

Therefore, the south Korean people are now waging a vigor- 
ous struggle with all their hearts for the day when they would 
lead a happy life under the warm bosom of General Kim II Sung, 
the sun of the nation, braving the fascist suppression of US 
imperialism and its henchmen. 

I have never known a people who of their own free will have 
voted against prosperity and plenty. 

If Korea today is a land of plenty and a land of great oppor- 
tunities, it is all due to the effort of one man, a giant of a man, 
President Kim II] Sung. 

He may be envied, but that is understandable. 

Very few men in the world enjoy such confidence, such 
affection and devotion. 

Perhaps very few deserve it—like our respected and beloved 
President Kim II] Sung. 
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MANKIND WISHES THE GREAT 
LEADER PRESIDENT KIMIL SUNG 
A LONG LIFE IN GOOD HEALTH 


Nazwat Kassab Hassan 


Lawyer, General Secretary of the 
Syria-Korea Friendship Society 


Thanks to the existence of the great leader President 
Kim Il Sung and his creative idea, the peoples of all countries 
have become confident that they are able to defeat the enemy. 
This is the firm belief of the progressive people of the whole 
world today. 

It is because Comrade Kim I] Sung is a great revolutionary of 
the 20th century who put an end to all manner of oppression 
and subjugation which had been forced upon mankind for 
thousands of years. 

The President set out on the road of struggle early in his 
boyhood and, through his deep-going ideo-theoretical activity, 
created the Juche idea, the great revolutionary idea. He has 
followed the course of a protracted struggle ever since. His 
creative idea and experience of leadership have spread over the 
world beyond the boundaries of Korea and the revolutionary 
struggle and the work of construction in many countries on the 
globe are guided by the principles laid down by him. 

It is quite phenomenal that the leader of a country has so 
great an international influence, overstepping the bounds of his 
country. 

Such influence belongs only to the great leader who takes the 
future destiny of mankind into his hands. 
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This I came to know more clearly during my stay in 
Antananarivo, the capital of the Democratic Republic of Mada- 
gascar. 

In the autumn of 1976 I went there to attend an internation- 
al seminar on the Juche idea of the great leader. 

That seminar attended by delegates from some 60 countries 
representing the large majority of the peoples of Aisa, Africa, 
Latin America and Europe afforded a good occasion to show 
deep respect and reverence for the great leader who had wisely 
led the people to the revolutionary struggle, raising high the 
torch of the Juche idea for over 50 years. 

The hall of the seminar was overflowing with his profound 
revolutionary idea which practically guides the struggles of 
numerous revolutionary peoples of the world and with the 
boundless respect for him. 

The President creatively applied Marxism-Leninism to the 
new revolutionary situation faced by the peoples of the large 
majority of the countries on the globe. 

The peoples of many countries remain in a backward state 
and are fighting under the most rigorous conditions to over- 
come many difficulties caused by the allied forces of neo- 
colonialists and reactionaries who are trying to check their 
socialist advance. 

The attendants of the seminar gave a scientific analysis to the 
Juche idea, the great revolutionary thought of Comrade 
Kim Il Sung, and its vitality revealed in all spheres of life, and 
expressed boundless admiration for President Kim I] Sung, a 
gifted revolutionary and personifier of profound humanity. 

His words are as brilliant as the sunlight as bright as the day- 
time, and as vivid as one’s own experience, so that they come 
straight to the minds of people. 

At the seminar we heard not only speeches and debates but 
also many pieces of poems carrying the heartbeats of the 
peoples aspiring after freedom. 
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Looking up to the portrait of Comrade Kim I] Sung placed in 
front of the hall, every heart of ours was ablaze with the feel- 
ings of unbounded respect and love for the great leader. 

Particularly so were many people including me who had had 
the honour and happiness of meeting him. 

During my stay in Antananarivo I looked back with deep 
emotion on the days of the early October of 1971 when I had 
been staying in Pyongyang. 

At that time, as a member of the delegation of the Syria- 
Korea Friendship Society, I visited for the first time the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. 

While in Korea, we had the honour of seeing President 
Kim Il Sung whom we had always pictured in our mind through 
his services and exploits and his great influence exerted upon 
the consciousness and personality of the Korean people, which 
we had all witnessed everywhere we went. 

When you directly meet a man whom you know only 
through his ideas and exploits and through hearsay and hear his 
words full of friendship, it is bound to leave an indelible impres- 
sion upon you. 

How much more so for me meeting with the leader! 

Even before my visit to Korea, I, reading the President’s 
works, believed that he is a great revolutionary who explains 
his profound idea simply and clearly. 

He always speaks in vivid, plain terms and pinpoints the core 
of a matter. 

He leads the masses to realize their strength and creative 
ability and thus turns their faith into a revolutionary will, into a 
material strength capable of moving even a big mountain. 

As can be seen in the reminiscences written by Korean 
friends who have been working under the leadership of the 
President for a long time, he drew up the great national 
programme reflecting the people’s aspiration as it was. 

The writers of reminiscences are unanimous in pointing out 
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the President’s strong will, ingenious idea and great trust in the 
people. 

Like every reader of them, I could picture to my mind the 
legendary image of the steel-tempered great man. 

When we reached the place where the President was, he 
appeared at the entrance to warmly welcome us, shaking our 
hands, and posed himself with us for a photograph. At the 
moment I was struck by his generosity, kindness and simple 
character. 

The President addressed himself so unreservedly that a 
relieved feeling crept over us. We felt his affection, forgetful of 
a sense of wonder; we felt intimacy instead of uneasiness. 

At the moment I came to realize the reason why the Koreans 
call him father, why they visit Mangyongdae, his birthplace, and 
why they so much treasure the places he visited and the objects 
he touched. 

All this comes from their desire to keep him in their minds at 
all times without forgetting him. 

Whenever they think of the President, they come to have a 
strong desire for work and a resolve to make uninterrupted 
development against backwardness and stagnation. 

Receiving teachings from the President saying, now with a 
bright smile on his face, now with a serious look, I could 
understand why every Korean was wearing a badge carrying his 
portrait on the breast. 

It was a manifestation of their determination to become a 
feather of the winged Chollima, mindful that they were living in 
the cradle of Kimilsungism. 

At the interview Comrade Kim II Sung talked about the 
aggressive manoeuvres of the imperialists around Korea and 
about the great efforts the Korean people were making to build 
up the internal force in order to defend the impregnably 
fortified Korean territory on the principle of self-defence. 

That moment I remembered Height 1211 where the Korean 
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People’s Army men fought through to victory without thought 
of self to record their model of dauntlessness in history, and 
thought of the KPA women soldiers guarding an anti-aircraft 
gun position in the neighbourhood of a factory we had visited. 

The President’s remark was an exact display of the events 
which had occurred in the past and would occur in the future 
and an unrelenting logic linking the past and future as one. 

Touching on the incident of the US big spy plane “EC-121” 
shot down by the KPA in 1969 and the incident of the US 
armed spy ship “Pueblo” caught by the naval forces of the KPA 
in 1968, Comrade Kim II Sung said how dauntlessly the Korean 
people had fought in face of the threats the US imperialists had 
made in connection with those incidents. 

He told that though the US imperialist aggressors had 
resorted to browbeating, mobilizing their naval and air forces, 
their scheme had fallen in pieces before the iron will of the 
Korean people ready to fight even a thousand and hundred 
times in defence of the honour and dignity of the fatherland. 
Then he said that the entire people were being placed under 
arms in order to cope with the enemy’s sudden attack. 

Arming the entire people with developed defensive means is 
no more than part of the struggle unfolded by the Korean 
people under the wise leadership of Comrade Kim II Sung. 

Traces of their great affects to build a rich and powerful 
country and reunify the country peacefully for themselves and 
cultivate every inch of land for acquiring the material and moral 
power are to be seen everywhere in Korea. 

While looking up at the noble and self-confident feature of 
President Kim Il Sung thrashing out a far-sighted plan to build a 
bright future, I thought that his iron will was the very source of 
strength powerful enough to perform such miracles as mining 
coal, melting iron, making large-sized machines, locomotives 
and ships, erecting fine buildings, creating a flower garden of 
culture and producing silk from stone. 
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Through the interview I could understand why the whole 
world holds in so high esteem the President who has been 
occupying the highest position in history for over fifty years 
because of his great idea, fighting exploits and strong will 

President Kim Il Sung is the leader who always finds himself 
among the people and among the leading functionaries working 
on the spot. Particularly, he is among the workers, peasants, 
scientists and technicians and guides every sphere and unit on 
the spot. 

Prior to being received by him, we inspected many places of 
Korea, in the course of which we could see how the people were 
attending to their leader. 

All put a firm trust in him; they listen closely to his instruc- 
tions, writing them down in their notebooks; and they ask 
questions to him and reply to his questions in high respect. This 
is a natural consequence of boundless respect flowing out of 
their loyalty towards the great leader who comes to farms, 
factories and schools to meet them. 

It is only a person who recognizes the necessity of revolution 
and its law-governedness and unites the people into one to lead 
them along the road of struggle for progress winning through all 
difficulties, that can become the hero of history. 

Comrade Kim I] Sung has become a great hero who pioneered 
modern history by grasping the substance of all matters and 
phenomena with keen insight and elucidating that though 
victory is inevitable, it can be won only through an arduous 
struggle and, for this, it is necessary to organize and mobilize 
the people and definitely lead them along the road of struggle. 

The Korean people have reached the highest standards of 
education because of their diligence, self-consciousness, lofty 
morality, pure integrity, death-defying, resolute fighting spirit, 
etc. 

This education could be given only by President Kim II Sung. 

He pays attention to making all the people, from children to 
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young, middle-aged and old people, keep the Korean spirit at all 
times. 

President Kim Il Sung analyses every detail of life. With his 
perfect idea, he always teaches that man is the master of every- 
thing and the basic factor deciding everything. 

Therefore, he directs deep attention to the mental state, 
education level and material environment of people. Particu- 
larly, after setting a clear target of struggle before the people 
and making it their own, he indicates the ways and means to hit 
it and wisely leads them along. 

Every Korean knows well the purpose of his work and the 
duty he assumes in the revolutionary struggle. 

It is because they are guided by the revolutionary theory of 
Juche created by President Kim Il Sung who found the road of 
struggle and victory in the strength and wisdom of his people 
and illumined the road to human emancipation. 

Comrade Kim II Sung neither underestimates difficulty nor 
overestimates it as an insurmountable rock wall. 

Backwardness left by the colonial rule of Japanese imperial- 
ism, the split of the country due to the occupation of its 
southern half by the US imperialists, the destruction of every- 
thing by the US-ignited war—all this he took into correct 
account and defined the forces capable of building an inde- 
pendent sovereign state, rich and powerful, driving out US 
imperialism and achieving the independent reunification of the 
country. 

These forces must rise up in the struggle when the goal is 
set and the way to attain it clarified. 

However, it is not enough simply to put up a slogan or 
placard, but all work and life of the people must be geared to 
attaining this goal. 

Producing one kilogramme more of rice, one metre more of 
vinalon fabric and one kilowatt-hour more of electricity turns 
the scale so much in favour of the struggle against the occupa- 
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tionists. 

Looking after every state affair like a captain holding a steer- 
ing gear, the great leader of the Korean people President 
Kim Il Sung travels one place after another to visit farms, 
factories, schools, hospitals, construction sites, People’s Army 
units and so on. Indeed, there is no place outside the reach of 
his footsteps. 

Thus, all Koreans work with clear-cut ideas and powerful 
strength at their posts and gear their work to the total strategic 
target of the country. 

The course of on-the-spot guidance traversed by President 
Kim Ii Sung is imbued with his boundless love for the people 
and with his infinitely noble spirit and modesty. It is part of 
his activity of communist leadership. 

Through on-the-spot guidance he breathes as one with peo- 
ple, joins himself with them, pours affection over them, makes 
a hero of every one with the unitary idea, the Juche idea, and 
leads them to live and work with their own thought and will. 

The Korean people’s respect for Comrade Kim [1 Sung is 
based on their practical feelings that he is always near them, 
guides them and works with them. 

Bearing a bright smile on his face, he would go out to the 
fields with a hoe in his hand for weeding together with farmers; 
there he would awaken their expectation or sit face to face with 
them, holding a book in his hand, or do the work of digging 
earth. Now he finds himself among artists to create master- 
pieces for the education of the people. 

The Korean people who made superhuman efforts, sparing 
no sacrifice, in the periods of war and postwar economic 
construction, unanimously say with confidence and pride that 
all their achievements owe to the wise leadership of President 
Kim Il Sung over the Workers’ Party of Korea and them. 

The Korean people, under his sagacious leadership, not only 
completely healed the wounds of war but also built a socialist 
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industrial state with mighty heavy industry, modern light indus- 
try, deveioped agriculture and brilliant culture, on the debris in 
a short span of time. 

True, by overcoming manifold difficulties with his invincible, 
almighty strength and leading the people along the road of self- 
reliance while believing in them and giving play to their creative 
power, the great leader President Kim II Sung has got them to 
reach the top of the pyramid of human culture. 

It is precisely under this leadership that the people could 
surmount the grave difficulties and build their country in sky- 
high spirits. 

All the above impressions gained during my trip to Korea are 
an expression of my views as a fair commentator. 

Now the world’s progressive people reverentially extend 
greetings to Comrade Kim I] Sung, so much grateful to him for 
his services for mankind. 

The leader taught the true meaning of independence to man- 
kind. 

He instilled the conviction of victory of the revolution into 
the minds of the people and gave them the weapon of the Juche 
idea confirming this conviction. The principles of Juche are 
leading the popular masses to a better future as the days go by. 

The leader clearly showed to mankind that if only one has 
an unshakable faith, one can snap off the nose of arrogant 
imperialism and bring it to its knees. 

He taught us how we should educate people to be really inde- 
pendent men and how we could keep millions of children smil- 
ing on their lips. 

The august image of the leader will remain forever in the 
minds of the people, incite confidence and sagacity into their 
hearts with the rays brighter than the sunlight, and teach the 
tasks they should do and the ways and means for their fulfil- 
ment. 

Today the progressive people of the world, reviewing the 


96 


course of the long, arduous, yet glorious struggle followed by 
President Kim II] Sung, are learning his idea which leads man- 
kind to the highest peak which can hardly be ascended by even 
an eagle. 

Through the leader they have come to know Korea; through 
him they have come to love the Korean people; and through 
him they have come to have confidence in the victory of the 
Korean people and themselves. 

Mankind wishes the great leader a long life in good health. 

The immortal Juche idea will lead the fighters as a beacon 
standing high before mankind. 

Glory to the great leader who founded the Juche idea and 
initiated the Chollima movement! 
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FATHER OF KOREA 


Zulficar Kobbeissi 


Arab Writer and Journalist 


A resonant voice is heard. 

It sounds just like the voice of a stout-hearted, strong worker 
or peasant. 

When he speaks energetically, he reminds one of a flashing 
lightening. 

But his talking is natural and his words are easy to under- 
stand and give dearness. So, when one hears his talking, one 
fully realizes the popular personality of the great leader. 

This man is precisely Marshal Kim II Sung, President of the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. 

He greeted me at the door of a house that stood facing a 
man-made lake fringed with trees. 

Wearing a smile, he said that I need not stand on ceremony 
with him. 

I had the honour to see him at such a place on Sunday and 
spent half a day with him. It was a cosy and good place 
provocative of thinking and meditation. 

When I said that I was happy to see him, the outstanding 
hero and thinker of the third world, he expressed his gratitude. 

First, he spoke about how his country had overcome 
difficulties and hardships in the past. 

He said that we had to believe in ourselves. 

He stated that Juche means the idea of self-reliance, and it 
became the work method and the philosophy of life at present. 
Saying that “We have our own method, our own experience and 
our concrete conditions’’, he told me impressively how he had 
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talked and exchanged experiences with peasants, spending 
several days with them. 

He remarked: “I teach and learn from the peasants. That is 
how we have gained good result. People have an inexhaustible 
strength.” 

He further said that the Korean people had reaped a record 
harvest that year and boasted of the Korean storehouses full 
of grains, making a gesture. 

Referring to the construction work in the country, he said 
that he regarded himself as a person responsible for the 
construction of the whole country. 

I begged him to tell me the story of the anti-Japanese armed 
struggle in the 1930’s and the story of the struggle in the 1950’s 
which led to the defeat of the Yankees. But he said that he 
would rather tell me about Korea today. And he related how 
he persuaded the peasants to multiply the harvest of cabbage 
and radish. 

He continued: ‘“‘Now our workers voluntarily work longer 
than the set working hours. We never force them to do so. 
They do not work merely for wages or for fear of legal sanction. 
They do so because they believe in life and their country.” 

Together with him, I saw a documentary showing the indus- 
trial, agricultural and educational development of the country. 

During the show, he cheerfully explained scenes to me now 
and then. 

“Look at that blast furnace. When we built it, we had many 
difficulties before us. Though, we decided to build it by 
ourselves and did so. Now it works very well.” 

He also referred to free compulsory education, free medical 
service, and the agricultural problem and the land problem. 
And he talked again about his country and self-reliance. 

He kindly asked me to lunch with him and continue the 
talk in the meantime. 

Drifting to the ideological problem his talk got more lively. 
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He severely criticized those who gave themselves up to dogma- 
tism, imitating others and flunkeys. 

He said: 

“TI always take care not to commit subjectivist errors.” 

“TI do not impose upon people what does not suit their 
specific conditions. Every society must apply in its own way 
the principles which are considered advantageous to it and its 
development.” 

He stressed that basing oneself firmly on life and believing 
in one’s own strength was much more important than playing 
with words, chanting slogans and making speeches. 

I can say for sure that precisely this means Juche finding its 
embodiment in independence in politics, self-support in the 
economy, and self-defence in guarding the nation as formulated 
by President Kim II Sung. 

The President draws on his country’s experience and possibil- 
ities, and, just in this respect, he is different from many 
socialists of the world. 

Thus, Korea stood up by herself and made fine achievements 
which every visitor to Korea can clearly see with deep interests. 

Koreans like to liken the high speed of their construction to 
that of ‘‘Chollima’’, a legendary winged horse. 

Each country must choose its state system, taking into 
account its specific conditions and experience, because self- 
reliance is the only correct solution for each country in bringing 
about creation and progress. ‘This is a valuable lesson I have 
drawn from the impressive example of Korea. 

Korea is a socialist country which considers that one is to 
act freely in all fields, not sticking to any definite laws, and 
apply practically advantageous things and one’s own experience 
and national and patriotic conceptions. 

President Kim II Sung is the very father of this idea and line. 
He is the father of Korea who has brought about the prosperity 
of the country, hero in the liberation struggle, thinker and 
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philosopher. That is why his works are to be found in all 
libraries and houses in towns and villages and his idea is em- 
bodied in all aspects of life in Korea and all Koreans wear 
badges bearing his portrait on their breasts and like to call his 
august name every day and at every opportunity, expressing 
boundless respect and thanks to him who has been devoting his 
whole life to the revolution for the country and the people and 
for the happiness and future of posterity. 

Those who have not been to Korea and seen it for themselves 
may not fully understand the legendary, boundless respect the 
Korean people have for their leader. Their respect has a histori- 
cally unprecedented story. 

President Kim Il Sung was born in a family of fighters. The 
whole of his family—his great-grandfather, grandfather, grand- 
mother, father and mother and uncles—struggled against the 
imperialists who invaded Korea and reduced her to a living hell 
covered with a police network and prisons. 

In his tender age he started to fight the colonialists and 
waged a full-scale anti-imperialist national liberation struggle for 
20 years, holding high its banner in Korea. 

In the course of the struggle, many Korean youths were 
sacrificed. But, at last, the Korean people defeated the 
Japanese colonialists and regained the deprived country. 

Due to the aggression of the US imperialists which occupied 
south Korea immediately after the conclusion of the Second 
World War, a war broke out in Korea in 1950 and lasted until 
1953. But in this hard-fought war, too, the Korean people won 
victory under the wise leadership of Marshal Kim I] Sung who 
had vanquished Japanese imperialism. 

Contemporary history does not know any other person than 
Marshal Kim I] Sung, the great leader of Korea, who had led to 
victory the protracted, arduous wars against the aggression of 
the two imperialist powers in one country for a generation. 

After the war, out of the total destruction caused by the 
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ageressive war unleashed by the US imperialists against north 
Korea, he attained decisive success in all domains of society, the 
economy and culture. 

All these successes are, as President Kim Il Sung said, due to 
the independent stand maintained, in keeping with the demand 
of the Juche idea, by the people as the master of nature and 
society and to their self-reliant efforts. 

Proceeding from such stand, he asked servicemen to replace 
a landscape picture of a foreign country hanging on the wall of 
a People’s Army rest home with a Korean one and told his 
people to change diagrams of the Five-Year Plan of a foreign 
country put on show with those of Korea’s Three-Year Plan. 

When he visited a primary school he was surprised to notice 
that all the portraits on the wall were of foreigners and that 
there were not those of Koreans. Having seen the table of 
contents attached to the back of textbook in a foreign style, he 
instructed to put it at the front of it. 

Pointing to a tendency to mechanically modelling after 
foreign textbooks without abiding by the principle of Juche in 
compiling schoolbooks, he said that it was due to the fact that 
those who had such tendency did not endeavour to study the 
realities of their country and lacked the true approach to 
educating the people in the revolutionary traditions of their 
country and in its merits. Then he said that those people 
wanted to swallow Marxism-Leninism whole, instead of digest- 
ing and assimilating it. 

He said that the Korean people should make every effort to 
ascertain, study and promote their national heritage and ener- 
getically learn from what was progressive in the world, that they 
should develop the fine things of their own while introducing 
advanced culture, otherwise they would lose faith in their own 
ability and become a weak nation which only relied on others. 

In a speech, President Kim II Sung said: 

“It does not matter whether you use the right hand or the 
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left, whether you use a spoon or chopsticks at the table. No 
matter how you eat, it is all the same insofar as food is put into 
your mouth, isn’t it?”’ 

Flunkeyism towards foreign countries is alien to the Juche 
idea which calls for opposing pressure by the outside forces and 
shaping one’s destiny on one’s own responsibility and stresses 
the independent stand of man. 

Today people express their sympathy with the independent 
position of self-reliance clarified by the Juche idea. 

Juche is not a theory that came out of nothing but a most 
scientific and revolutionary theory that is rooted in the brilliant 
revolutionary struggle waged by President Kim I] Sung and 
arose out of people’s tortures and pains, and out of their 
aspiration, desire and conviction. 

We know well that what is important in President 
Kim Il Sung’s theory is the independent and creative aspects. 
The independent and creative aspects are correlated with each 
other. 

The independent aspect refers to a fundamental stand and 
the creative aspect a fundamental method. 

President Kim II Sung said: 

**... the independent stand is the fundamental stand which we 
must maintain in the revolution and construction, and the 
creative stand is the fundamental method that we must apply in 
transforming nature and society. 

“To adhere to the independent stand it is most important 
that we fully guarantee independence in politics. 

“Independence is what keeps man alive. If he loses inde- 
pendence in society, he cannot be called a man; he differs little 
from an animal. We might say that socio-political life is more 
valuable to a man than physical life. He is a social being. If 
he is forsaken by society and deprived of political independ- 
ence, though he seems alive, he is virtually dead as social human 
being. That is why the revolutionaries deem it far more honour- 
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able to die in the fight for freedom than keep themselves alive 
in slavery. 

“Ignoring independence is tantamount to ignoring man 
himself. Who likes to live shackled to others?... Our struggle 
for the building of socialism and communism, too, is, in the 
long run, to enable the people to extricate themselves from 
many forms of subjugation and lead independent and creative 
lives as masters of nature and society.”’ (Kim I] Sung, Selected 
Works, Vol. VI, p.258.) 

As you have seen, President Kim I] Sung’s thought is a 
thought that gives a theory on man, a social being. 

President Kim II Sung taught that the era of capitalism was 
an era in which the free development of the great majority of 
nations was held back by a few nations and inequalities between 
nations existed and that in order to achieve maximum free 
development and all-round prosperity, the nations which had 
freed themselves from subjugation must build a highly devel- 
oped independent national economy and only then can they 
eliminate all the inequalities between nations. 

The Juche idea is a spirit of independence as expressed in the 
following words of President Kim I] Sung: 

“Ours is an era of independence, and it is a universal truth to 
maintain independence in the revolution and construction.” 

It was, indeed, my privilege to have an audience of the great 
leader to know well about why all the people revere and respect 
him boundlessly and the immortal Juche idea fathered by him 
and its validity. 
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GREAT LOVE, GREAT 
HAPPINESS 


Daisy Bona Allen 


Social Secretary of the Journalists’ 
Association of Sierra Leone and Editor- 
in-Chief of the Newspaper ‘‘Flash” 


I am now writing this article in a small room of the “Flash” 
Newspaper Office located in the centre of our capital Free- 
town, a big port city. 

It was on the afternoon of yesterday that I landed on the 
Lungi Airport in the suburbs of Freetown after leaving the 
Sunan Airport of Korea in the faraway East. 

Very tired as I am with a long journey I am driving my pen 
on paper with infinite joy and happiness. 

Why? Is it because of the joy of coming back to the home- 
land where I have been long absent? Or is it because I was lov- 
ingly caressed by my dear children throughout the night, speak- 
ing of the yearning kept in our minds during the separation? 

Of course, it is an undeniable human feeling. 

I missed my motherland, “‘Flash”” Newspaper Office, home 
and children. But now I feel as if I were writing in a cosy room 
of the guest house in the centre of Pyongyang, the revolution- 
ary capital of the homeland of Juche, not in Freetown, the 
capital of Sierra Leone, my motherland. 

Through the open window the tropical wind, wet and hot, 
blows in sometimes and the flow of the Rokel River comes in 
sight. But now before my eyes flows the clear and blue water 
of the Taedong-gang River in Pyongyang. And I see not the 
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baobabs, but the swaying trees growing in thick green in 
harmony with the avenues of Pyongyang. 

This is the very source of pleasure and excitement which have 
forced me to take up my pen in spite of the fatigue of a long 
journey. 

At this moment of writing I am surprised to find myself 
much younger for my age and admired to obtain a writing 
ability going beyond the talent I have had in my literary activity. 

What I witnessed to be impressed most during my visit to the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, the land of heroes, was 
how President Kim Il Sung, the great leader and benevolent 
father of the Korean people, was bringing about the happiness 
and glory, the cherished desire of mankind. 

Happiness and glory are words in common use. 

I think they are most highly paid for among the words ever 
coined in the world. 

As a social being everybody wants to be happy and also to be 
glorious. 

In short, these words are a crystal of the long-cherished desire 
of the people, which will become harder and brighter in the 
future. 

It is none other than great President Kim Ii Sung that brings 
these happiness and glory to people in reality. 

This thought gripping my heart does not come out of a whim. 

I felt it at every step in the whole course of my visit to 
Korea; it will, in the future, too, go with my heart as a perma- 
nent recognition. 

I was struck by the great leader’s thoughts and qualities 
which gripped my heart with so great attraction from the first 
moment of reception. 

It was a balmy spring Sunday of May, 1975. 

I had thought our capital Freetown garbed in green with an 
over 300-year old cotton tree at the centre was a beautiful city. 
But, to tell the truth, everywhere I went any time, Korea helped 
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me realize that the concept of beauty I had had in the mother- 
land was far below the standards. 

On that very day in Pyongyang, the capital of revolution, I 
had the special honour the entire people of this world are so 
eager to enjoy; it was that of being received by the great genius 
of revolution President Kim I] Sung. 

The fatherly leader warmly met me and other members of 
our delegation as his own flesh and blood. 

His qualities were so simple, common and benign that I felt a 
strong urge to throw myself into his embrace from the moment 
of seeing him. 

The great leader shook our hands one by one without 
ceremony, as if we were his old acquaintances. 

The great leader President Kim II Sung sat with us in a frugal 
room and kindly talked about the problems we wanted to know. 

Words fail me to express my feeling of that time. 

His resonant voice, his smile as bright as a morning or spring, 
his passionate gestures...., in short, his great qualities caught me 
unawares in a sense of boundless happiness of a child sitting 
before its parents. 

I thought it was not only sunlight that is let in through the 
window. It seemed as if the whole universe had melted in his 
thought and flowed in. It was an undeniable fact. 

When the fatherly leader gave us very valuable instructions 
for a long while concerning the international situation and the 
problems we were facing in the way of advance after getting rid 
of oppression and subjugation by the imperialists and coloni- 
alists, through struggle, we found in them the world being 
exposed in the most bright and vivid light. 

Having so good a grasp of our country’s situation, he pointed 
out that the imperialists and colonialists were running wild to 
plunder the natural resources of the third world countries and 
taught that the latter should fight resolutely to free themselves 
from inhuman exploitation and oppression by the former. 
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He went on to say that the imperialists had now no other 
way but to oppress and exploit the peace-loving people to keep 
themselves alive. 

Before him we felt as if we were first new students in our life, 
and engraved every word of his on our memories. 

The great leader’s instructions were a hard blow of punish- 
ment at the imperialists and colonialists and rang with a pater- 
nal anguish at the sufferings of the world’s people fighting to 
free themselves from their cruel exploitation. 

President Kim Il Sung, a genuine leader of the people, who, 
born into a poor family, has been fighting solely for the free- 
dom and happiness of the people, was fully aware of the feel- 
ings and lives of the people. 

All he said reflected the hopes and aspirations of the people, 
out of a mind to serve them, and so they were very impressive 
and valuable. 

Though he spoke in words easy to understand to anyone, 
every word of his bore a really deep meaning. 

I deeply understood for the first time why all people so much 
revere the great leader President Kim Il Sung and want to see 
him, and after meeting him they say with great pride about 
their new birth. 

The great leader fully appreciates the demand of the people 
and gives them new strength and courage. Being such a person, 
he is fully deserved to be called the sun of mankind. 

While receiving the fatherly leader’s instructions I was lost in 
deep thought, my heart thumping with faith in truth. 

In those proud moments of our attendance on the great 
leader, we could see the loftiest qualities and brilliant intelli- 
gence he possesses, and keenly felt what a true life and happi- 
ness the Korean women and children were enjoying under the 
wise guidance of the great leader who turned Korea, which had 
been subjected to centuries-old backwardness and poverty and 
suffered an eclipse on the world map, into a powerful socialist 
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country in a historically shortest period. 

The great leader who is devoting his whole life to the revolu- 
tion for the happiness of the people and the future of the 
posterity is showing great love and solicitude to women and 
children in particular. 

I was fascinated and delighted to see the performance given 
by the children at the September 15 Nursery, a cradle of happi- 
ness, which stands in the heart of Pyongyang, boasting of its 
grand feature. Little as they were, those children well knew the 
work done, and the great love and care shown, by their fatherly 
leader for them. They told about the childhood of President 
Kim Ii Sung and about the shining exploits made by him. 

Foreign children (children of families of the diplomatic corps 
in the DPRK) are growing in this excellent nursery. 

The universal 11-year compulsory education is in force in the 
DPRK to give all youngsters perfect secondary education and 
rear them into fine socialist and communist builders. Every 
progressive country should follow this example. 

At the great leader used to say, the children in Korea are 
called “‘kings”’ of the country. 

The wise and great leader President Kim Il Sung keeps paying 
deep concern for the welfare of women. 

He opened the way to finally liberate the socially emanci- 
pated women even from the heavy burden of household chores. 

All the women in Korea rear their children at state and public 
expenses and receive everything necessary for their family life. 

They have nothing to worry about. They play a great role in 
socialist construction as masters of the country. 

The entire Korean people have built an independent modern 
industry under the sagacious guidance of the great leader 
President Kim II] Sung who inspires them with the great Juche 
idea and leads them to advance in the spirit of Chollima. 

The Korean people have built a new society free of exploita- 
tion and oppression of man by man under the guidance of 
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President Kim I] Sung, iron-willed brilliant commander and 
great and outstanding leader, and the glorious Workers’ Party of 
Korea. 

At present the entire people of the world are directing great 
attention to the successes this country, once backward and 
nameless, is making today. 

The DPRK has become the first tax-free country in the 
world. The working people are living happily free from the 
burdens of taxes which are now being imposed heavily upon the 
working people in south Korea, capitalist countries, and 
colonial and dependent countries. 

All these successes are attributable to the wise leadership and 
benevolent love and solicitude of President Kim II Sung. 

One of the deepest impressions I got in Korea is the great 
Chollima movement which speeds up her construction and 
onward march. 

I had a special interest in this movement which seemed to be 
the highest form of a mass movement, embodying in itself 
Kimilsungism. Through this movement the Korean people 
turned their country, which had been reduced to ashes due to 
the war of aggression ignited by US imperialism, into a socialist 
industrial state with a powerful heavy industry, modern light 
industry and advanced agriculture, in a shortest period of time. 

While in Korea I had a chance to attend a May Day party 
held in Pyongyang. 

In the DPRK May Day is observed as the day of demonstrat- 
ing the militant unity of the workers and strengthening support 
to and solidarity with the international working class. 

I attended the May Day party held in a beautiful park of 
Pyongyang and spent happy hours together with lovely children 
of Korea. 

In the competitive sports that day, I won various prizes 
including the pretty tiny figures of Korean Juvenile Corps 
members who pledge themselves to defend the country from 
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foreign aggression and intervention. 

My children are now carefully preserving them as valuables. 

On the way to Panmunjom, I paid a visit to Sinchon to get a 
great shock. On display there were many materials showing the 
shuddering atrocities committed against women and children by 
the US imperialists and their stooges south Korean cutthroats. 

At panmunjom I got a clear understanding of the Korean war 
in general and saw a lot of evidences telling of the bestial 
atrocities perpetrated by the US imperialist mercenaries and the 
south Korean puppets. 

Still today Korea is in a tense situation, in a growing danger 
of war. This is wholly due to the occupation of south Korea by 
the US imperialist aggressor troops. 

Korea is a very beautiful country. Her beautiful mountains 
and fields and her fertile land are assuming more lovely looks to 
turn into a people’s paradise thanks to the wise guidance and 
great love of the great leader. 

There is no doubt that President Kim Il Sung is really a 
greatest person who brings happiness and glory to mankind. 

That is why today all the progressive people, members of the 
liberation movement, political parties and social organizations 
and peace-loving people the world over are looking up to the 
great leader in high esteem and sending full support to and 
solidarity with the struggle of the Korean people. 

Though our country is geographically far off from Korea, the 
cradle land of Juche, I, always feeling myself under the skies of 
the homeland of Juche, will live under the eternal rays of Juche, 
telling about the glory of the day of our attendance on the great 
leader President Kim I] Sung. 
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WARM CARE FOR THE PEOPLE 
OF THE WORLD 


Toshio Higashitani 


Chairman of the National Liaison 
Council of Societies for the Study 
of President Kim Il Sung’s Works 


At the invitation to the historic Sixth Congress of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea, we had the honour of visiting Korea 
and attending the historic Congress of the WPK and other func- 
tions arranged in celebration of its 35th founding anniversary. 
On the evening of October 16, a few days before our return 
home an official of the Association of Social Scientists who 
acted as our guide came to suggest us to rise earlier the next 
morning. 

He did not tell why but I supposed we would be received by 
the President. 

Every one who visits the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea wants to meet President Kim II] Sung. I had the opportu- 
nity to visit Korea in 1974, 1976 and 1978. Each time I, on 
behalf of the delegation, sought an audience with the President 
through the relevant organization. But our request failed to be 
fulfilled in 1976 because of the “‘Panmunjom incident” and 
even in 1978. This time (1980—Ed.) we could hear at first hand 
the President’s report on the work of the Party Central Com- 
mittee delivered at its Congress for several hours and his address 
at the banquet given by him in honour of the foreign delega- 
tions in the Kumsusan Assembly Hall on the evening of October 
14th. It as good as met half of our desire. And that evening we 
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took part in the soiree of tens of thousands of Pyongyangites 
held on Kim Il Sung Square and joined them in giving cheers of 
hurrah for the President, looking up to him who was present on 
the occasion. However, we could not resist our desire to meet 
him in person. 

On the morning of the 17th a protocol official came to the 
Potonggang Hotel where we stayed and told us that the 
President would receive us. At last our desire was to be met. 
Our guide and interpreter too were pleased at the news and 
congratulated us. 

At 8 a.m. we left the hotel. Our car, following the protocol 
official’s car, drove at full speed along the calm streets of 
Pyongyang and pulled up at the Kumsusan Assembly Hall which 
stood in thick green. We took a lift to the second floor and was 
shown into a spacious hall. There was President Kim I] Sung 
accompanied by Hwang Jang Yop who was elected Secretary of 
the Central Committee of the Party at its Congress. The 
President humbly clasped our hands with words of greeting. 
‘“‘Let’s have a photograph taken in token of our meeting,”’ he 
said. So we posed with the President at the centre before a 
grand picture of magnificent scenery of Mt. Kumgang covering 
the full length of a wall. 

The President was flanked by Takeo Miyakawa, head of the 
delegation (Director of the Board of the IIJI) and Secretary 
Hwang Jang Yop on the right and by me and Kenichi Ogami 
(Secretary General of the IIJI) on the left. 

Then we were shown into a reception room adjoining the 
hall, where we took our seat with a large table in-between. 

The President asked us about our health with a smile. 
Miyakawa said words of gratitude to him for the invitation to 
the Congress of the Party and for the granting of an audience 
and wished him a long life in good health. He accepted our 
thanks and expressed his gratitude to us for our attendance at 
the Congress of the Party and functions arranged in celebration 
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of its 35th founding anniversary saying that it honoured the 
WPK and demonstrated solidarity between the Korean and 
Japanese peoples and that it glorified the Juche idea. He was 
especially thankful for our attendance at the Party Congress 
and all the functions arranged in its celebration. 

The President said: ‘People of many countries tend to 
accept the Juche idea as their own to win independence and this 
tendency becomes pronounced, I think.” Illustrating many 
examples, he expressed his frank views on the problems now 
facing the developing, third world and non-aligned countries 
and on the ways to settle them. 

It deserves special mention that the Sixth Congress of the 
WPK was attended by many delegations from different 
countries the world over. We took it that to the congresses of 
the communist and workers’ parties of socialist countries were 
usually to be invited Party delegations from countries leaning 
towards socialism and communism and government delegations 
from socialist countries. But contrary to our common sense, 
foreign delegations that came to Pyongyang to attend the 
Congress of the WPK were very diverse. It was attended by 
President Sekou Toure of the Guinean Revolutionary People’s 
Republic, Prime Minister Robert Mugabe of the Republic of 
Zimbabwe, Petar Stambolic, Member of the Presidency of the 
Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, M. Mainza Chona, 
General Secretary of the United National Independence Party 
of Zambia and many other Government and ruling Party dele- 
gations from developing, third world and non-aligned countries. 

From India, for example, came delegations from two Com- 
munist Parties belonging to different categories and the delega- 
tion of the Indian National Congress, the ruling Party, that has 
nothing to do with Communist and Workers’ Parties. According 
to the President, this was the first time for the Indian National 
Congress to have sent its delegation to a congress of a commu- 
nist party of other country. The Secretary General of the 
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Indian National Congress, head of its delegation, said to the 
President: ‘I keenly felt the importance of independence. It is 
essential for maintenance of independence to build an inde- 
pendent national economy. For this purpose it is necessary to 
carry out the three revolutions, ideological, technical and 
cultural. The report to the current Congress of your Party is a 
document as priceless as diamond to us.” 

In a chapter of his report under the subtitle “Let Us 
Strengthen the Unity of the Anti-Imperialist, Independent 
Forces” the President said: ‘Today the non-aligned movement 
plays an important role in the development of the world situa- 
tion and the settlement of international problems and has 
become a strong driving force to advance human history in 
conformity with the independent aspirations and demands of 
the people the world over.” (Study of the Juche Idea, Vol. III, 
No.3, p.41-42.) This shows that the Republic attaches more 
importance to the relations with developing and non-aligned 
countries than those with socialist countries. As his report 
pointed out: “Our Party’s Juche idea is arousing deep sympa- 
thy among the people of the world and greatly inspiring the 
people to the struggle for independence,” today governments 
and peoples of different countries in the world are keenly 
interested in the achievements scored in the revolution and 
construction in Korea and feel a great thirst for learning the 
Juche idea underlying them, I think. 

The President told us: “Today the third world countries 
face two kinds of difficulties. One of them is lack of their own 
cadres. Even in case of having their own cadres, they are 
infected with flunkeyism and worship of Europe, and they 
think they cannot do without it. It is because most of these 
countries were once colonies of Britain and France, so they 
retain the idea of worship of them. It is necessary to rid them 
of this idea. 

“Next, since the ruling parties have no ideological weapon, 
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they fail to secure development of their countries and to 
organize and mobilize their peoples.” 

Basing himself on the experience gained in the socialist con- 
struction and the building of an independent national economy 
in Korea, the President said, he always suggests to the leaders of 
different countries that they carry out construction relying on 
the strength of their country by getting rid of worship of 
Europe and remoulding people’s ideology, mobilize all people 
and give full scope to their creative initiative, and attain self- 
sufficiency in food, before anything else, for the building of an 
independent economy and thus break free from the control by 
great powers. 

His words reminded me of what I had heard before: He 
conceived a plan to develop education to train cadres before 
liberation and in February 1946 shortly after liberation he had 
the item “On Producing Pencils” put on the agenda of the first 
session of the Provisional People’s Committee of North Korea; 
today an educational system unexcelled in the world has been 
established and the problem of cadres settled satisfactorily by 
training one million strong contingent of engineers, specialists 
and intellectuals; the radical changes have been wrought in not 
only social but also natural conditions where formerly “‘rice 
production was monopolized by south Korea while north 
Korea yielded minor grains”; the aftereffects of the Korean War 
which reduced the whole country to ruins were removed, with 
the result that each year a rich crop is gathered from the vast 
expanse of paddy fields despite a long spell of unfavorable 
weather to allow the country to be self-sufficient in food and 
even have a large quantity of surplus grain. 

Here is what I had heard from Vice-Premier Chong Jun Gi. 
After liberation some people within the Party suggested to 
develop agriculture by beginning with mechanization after the 
example of the Soviet Union, but the President set forth the 
irrigation-first policy considering specific conditions of Korea, 
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which led to today’s self-sufficiency in food. 

I think that it shows his firm belief in the Juche-oriented 
policy free from dogmatism and flunkeyism. 

The President explained logically and paused for the interpre- 
tation before going on to say. As mentioned above, his explana- 
tion was accompanied by actual examples. 

This made me feel relaxed and his words were easy to 
understand. His talk was indeed free and simple. A picture 
which we frequently met with in the Republic was one showing 
the President converse with farmers, sitting cross-legged on a 
straw mat in the yard of a farm-house in Chongsan-ri. Though 
he talked with us in a spacious and gorgeous room sitting at a 
big table unlike the scene shown by the picture, his talking had 
the same flavour as in the picture. 

As an instance the following interesting episode given by him 
may be cited: 

“When we were going to make an electric locomotive at 
home, a foreign ambassador advised us to import it from his 
country, because it was impossible for a small country to manu- 
facture it. Of course, we could purchase it. But if we had 
resorted solely to importing from foreign countries, what would 
have become of us? We could not have developed our own 
industry. The ambassador claimed in an obstinate manner that 
we could make it by no means. But we made it by ourselves. 

‘Now that electric locomotive is running across the country. 
Already 20 years have passed since then. The electric locomo- 
tives manufactured at present are better than it. The ambassa- 
dor who had talked big like that slipped away to his country.” 

The President’s words were befitting to the leader of an “era 
of independence”. He touched upon the affairs of Asian, 
African and Latin-American countries and told of his talks with 
President Sekou Toure, Prime Minister Mugabe, S.S. Mohapatra, 
General Secretary of the Indian National Congress of Indira 
Gandhi and U Tehang, Secretary of the Socialist Line Party of 
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Burma, who were present at the Sixth Congress of the Party and 
of his conversations with President Kaunda of Zambia and 
President Nyerere of Tanzania whom he had met before. 
Through his remarks we could fully understand that he attached 
great importance on amity, friendship and solidarity with those 
countries. They were very interesting. 

The President said to us the delegation of the IIJI with regard 
to its future work: 

“In developed countries most of those who espouse the 
Juche idea are scholars and men of the press, while developing, 
third world and non-aligned countries show a growing tendency 
to adopt the Juche idea as their policy. Hence, it is on my 
opinion that the Juche idea should not be dealt with from the 
philosophical and academic point of view alone. It is necessary 
to widely introduce experiences in the socialist construction of 
our country.” 

In conclusion the President said: 

‘‘What I want to tell you is that each country must be made 
to do away with mysticism about technology and worship of 
Europe, defend independence and mobilize the masses for 
better construction by extensively introducing the Juche idea 
and the experiences gained in building an independent national 
economy and training cadres.” 

At first we expected that our interview would last thirty 
minutes or thereabouts. The President gave personal guidance 
to the Congress and other major functions and received foreign 
delegations to the Congress one after another on the occasion. 
In those days he was unusually busy. In two days, that is, on 
the 16th and 17th alone, for instance, he received Prime 
Minister Ilie Verdet of Romania and delegations of the 
Mozambique Liberation Front, the Burma Socialist Programme 
Party, the Senegalese Socialist Party, the Tanzanian Revolution- 
ary Party, the Malagasy Revolutionary Vanguard, the German 
Socialist Unity Party, the Sandinist National Liberation Front 
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of Nicaragua, political parties and parliament of Thailand, and 
the Popular Action Party of Peru. We felt very guilty when we 
were told that he spared thirty minutes for us. My watch 
showed that already almost fifty minutes flitted by. Our talk 
proceeded in an amicable atmosphere so that we did not notice 
the passage of time. The President, however, did not seem to 
mind it. 

Miyakawa, head of the delegation, thanked him and Secre- 
tary General Ogami said words of gratitude for the warm care 
shown for Kaoru Yasui in his lifetime before the President said 
warmly: “I am deeply grieved at the death of Kaoru Yasui. His 
death is a great loss to the Korean as well as Japanese people. I 
sent a telegram of condolence to his widow, but please convey 
my condolence to her again. We hold dear his book. Please 
convey her our best wishes with regard to the publication of his 
book.” 

When almost an hour had passed the President said: “I would 
like to talk with you longer, but I’m sorry. I have another 
delegation waiting for me. Thank you very much.” Thus our 
interview ended. Later we came to know that a foreign delega- 
tion was waiting thirty minutes in another room for his recep- 
tion. The President, however, came out to the porch to see us 
off and shook hands with each of us before parting. 

As Chuji Kuno said, we felt as if we were in his embrace and 
his old acquaintance. Those who met the President all received 
the same impression, I suppose. I keenly felt that he is an intel- 
ligent leader of our age who has great magnanimity which make 
people feel intimacy with him like his old friend, keen insight 
with which he gives a clear-cut account of internal and inter- 
national situation persuasively and humorously, and great 
attraction gripping our hearts. I again lived over the impressions 
I had got reading “‘Visit to Korea, the Land of Juche” written 
jointly by Kaoru Yasui and Yuji Takahashi. Kuno’s words were 
by no means for the sake of formality or lip-service. I quite 
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agreed with him. An hour’s audience convinced me that 
President Kim Il Sung is a popular statesman who has heart-to- 
heart talks with workers and peasants as their friend and an 
intelligent and great leader who not only leads the revolution 
and construction of his country to victory, but molds a history 
of the age of independence. He looked healthy though he was 
hard on seventy. Looking up to him, I reverentially wished 
him a long life in good health. 
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INDELIBLE IMPRESSIONS OF 
THE UNFORGETTABLE DAYS 


Fujio Hanawa 


Secretary General of the National 
Liaison Council of Societies for the 
Study of President Kim Il Sung’s Works 


In 1971 an “Immigration Control Bill’? was submitted to 
the Diet of Japan, and vicious attempts were being made to 
impose the “Republic of Korea” nationality on the people 
affiliated with the General Association of Korean Residents in 
Japan (Chongryon) in connection with the denizenship of 
Koreans in Japan. 

In those days we were pushing forward our movement in 
liaison with the Chongryon. So, as the Japanese Government’s 
hostile policy towards the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea was becoming more outspoken, we came to have conver- 
sations more often with officials of the Chongryon. 

One day a Chongryon official whom I had been associating 
closely with told me about President Kim Il Sung and the 
activities of the Chongryon. He said, “In the past we, too, 
committed various mistakes. This was because we did not 
know the thoughts of the great leader well, I think. But today 
we are studying the Juche idea created by him and the 
Chongryon has been formed at his instance. So now we need 
not worry about committing similar mistakes. In particular, the 
great leader emphasizes that we should strengthen our solidarity 
with the Japanese people.” 

Frankly, that was the first time I had ever heard the word 
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Juche idea, I learned that it could be translated into the 
Japanese work “Shutai Shiso’ (meaning that the man is the 
master). 

I thought that the Juche idea created by President Kim Il Sung 
which I thus came to know was very easy to understand. But 
studying it further, I realized that it contained a profound 
meaning and that although the theory seemed to be a matter of 
course at first, it was completely new in content. Indeed, the 
anthropocentric theory which I came into contact with for the 
first time made me shout for joy. 

I had heard anecdotes about General Kim II Sung a long time 
before. A friend of mine who had spent his boyhood in Korea 
once told me about his early years. According to him, when 
there took place a fight between Japanese and Korean children, 
the latter would shout threateningly, “Remember, General 
Kim I] Sung won’t let you go unpunished for this!’’ and this 
would send the Japanese boys atremble with fear. Another 
story he told me is: Once a Japanese teacher of a primary 
school in Korea told his class to write anonymously the name of 
the man they respected most. To his great surprise, all the 
Korean children wrote the name of General Kim Il Sung. 

This anecdote is very interesting in that it showed how much 
the Korean people down to young children were adoring 
General Kim Il Sung and how strongly they believed that their 
country would be liberated by the General. 

But it was not until I read “Kim I] Sung: Biography”’ that I 
came to know President Kim II Sung better. Deeply touched, I 
read and read the book over and over again. The brilliant 
revolutionary history of the President was in itself the history 
of liberation and revolution of the Korean nation and a record 
of the process of the formation of their revolutionary traditions. 

The Biography gave a vivid description of the youth and 
student movement, underground activities, united front and 
Party activities he organized and carried on and also gave a full 
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account of his traits as a great revolutionary and thinker, his 
brilliant achievements and fighting experiences. 

I spent many a sleepless night poring over the works of the 
President as if I had returned to my school days once more. 
Reading his works, I felt as if I had got hold of anew book of 
answers to the questions of the transition period and the dicta- 
torship of the proletariat, of the mass line, the continuous revo- 
lution, the method of leadership and so on which had perplexed 
us so much. Now all questions became clear. The works of the 
President convinced me that the Korean revolution progressing 
in the right direction had achieved great successes in a surpris- 
ingly short period of time and that it had reached the highest 
peak in the world. 

The Juche idea is an idea created in the vortex of the raging 
flames of revolutionary struggle after President Kim I] Sung had 
launched out on the thorny path of revolution, it is a victorious 
summarization of the Korean revolution which put Japanese 
imperialism to the worst and gave birth to a socialist power by 
constantly advancing the revolution and construction, and it 
represents the motive force of socialism and communism con- 
tinuously developed by the President through his on-the-spot 
guidance. 

So, around this time I formed a society for the Study of the 
Juche Idea in Setagaya District, Tokyo. At first we confined 
ourselves to reading the works of the President. Although its 
members were people who were engaged in the Japan-Korea 
friendship movement in one way or another or who were 
interested in the Korean question, none of them was able to 
explain the profound contents of the Juche idea in spite of their 
great zeal for study. 

At a year-end party which we usually held at a grillroom, I 
talked while eating tasty roasted meat, but somehow my talk 
was tended to bitter reflections. 

Our studies advanced step by step, and one day I heard a 
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suggestion as to holding a study meeting for the Tokyo area. 
Now for the first time I came to know that we were not the 
only ones who were studying the Juche idea, and this encour- 
aged and at the same time delighted us. Later I had the un- 
deserved honour of being appointed one of the promoters of 
the Tokyo meeting as an activist of the regional study society. 

In 1973 an official of the Chongryon said to me, “What do 
you say to paying a visit to our country”. Thinking that the 
visit would give me a good opportunity of study just as the say- 
ing goes, ‘“‘Seeing is believing’, I decided to visit the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea. 

During my stay in Korea I realized that my knowledge about 
that country was too meagre and everything I saw and heard 
surprised and bewildered me. In particular, when I heard and 
saw President Kim II Sung visit every place and is so well- 
informed of and give appropriate guidance in everything—indus- 
try and agriculture, chemical works and electric furnace, educa- 
tion of cadres and management of creches, and city planning of 
Pyongyang and building of a promenade on Mt. Kumgang, I 
thought he was really superhuman. 

Everything I witnessed and every success in Korea I came to 
know was the embodiment of the Juche idea, it was possible 
due to Kimilsungism which makes an all-round system of idea, 
theory and method, and it was brought about by following the 
mass line and a correct method of leadership. Now I got a 
better understanding of all this. 

In 1977 I went to Pyongyang again as a member of the 
Japanese Academic Delegation for the Study of the Juche Idea 
to attend the International Seminar on the Juche Idea. This 
time it was my earnest desire to meet the President even for a 
brief moment. This thought stuck to me all the time. And such 
a glorious moment came to me. 

September 14 was the day when the International Sem- 
inar was due to open. In the moming the officials of the 
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Society for Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries of Korea 
who were our guides were in haste as never before. So I asked, 
‘“What’s the matter?” They answered, “This will be a very 
happy day for you,” but said no more. Yet, judging by their 
behaviours, we came to nurse a secret hope that we might 
possibly be granted an interview by the President. At this 
thought we could not restrain our excitement. 

We went to the place designated for the International 
Seminar on the Juche Idea. 

The Seminar was attended by 89 delegations from 73 
countries and four international organizations. The conference 
hall was brimming with warmth and animation. Delegates took 
floor and spoke about the successes achieved in the study and 
dissemination of the Juche idea in different circumstances. I 
was able to catch the contents of the speeches by delegates 
from various countries through simultaneous interpretation. 
Their speeches were very fine. 

The speeches of African and Palestinian delegates who came 
from the battlefields where their people were fighting against 
imperialism and colonialism, were vibrating with force and 
fighting spirit. 

Before leaving Japan for the International Seminar, our 
delegation had prepared a congratulatory flag to present to the 
President. According to the discussion of us delegates, the flag 
bore the inscription: 

‘““May you respected President Kim II Sung live long who 
has authored the immortal Juche idea which illuminates the 
road ahead of world history and is leading the epoch of 
independence.” 

The Seminar was a grand meeting. I was glad from the 
bottom of my heart that I had the honour of participating in 
this discussion meeting of great significance. I was treading on 
air. 

After the first day’s meeting in the People’s Palace of 
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Culture, the delegates went to the Kumsusan Assembly Hall in 
cars which ran in a long string. The Assembly Hall was a huge 
magnificent building with high-grade carpet spread on the 
marble floor, many large brilliant chandeliers hanging from the 
ceiling, and graceful paintings hung on the walls. 

Some time after we entered a spacious hall, President 
Kim Il Sung appeared with a radiant smile on his face. He 
seemed very healthy. He looked so young that we could hardly 
believe he was 65. 

As each of us was presented to him, he lightly greeted us and 
pressed our hands one by one with brief remarks. At last my 
turn came. I had thought I would say, “I wish you a long life’’. 
But I was too excited and could not say a word. I just stood 
looking up at him with respect. 

As I was gazing at the smiling President who was kind and 
artless, I felt myself drawn to him and found myself wondering 
in what part of his body he had ever preserved the indomitable 
fighting will to worst the two, American and Japanese, imperial- 
isms. 

The President who is so endearing always goes among the 
people and, putting faith in them, rouses them to activity to 
push forward the revolution and construction. This, I thought, 
is the reason why he is great and commands boundless respect 
from not only the Korean people but also from the people 
throughout the world. 

Then a banquet was given, which proceeded in an atmosphere 
of amity after addresses of welcome and reply were exchanged. 
Towards the end of the banquet I rose and gave cheers, “Long 
live the great leader President Kim Il Sung!” All delegates, to 
say nothing of the Japanese delegates, echoed me loudly. Their 
applauses were laden with an increasing wholehearted adoration 
for the President. 

There is a saying that a good thing repeats itself. On 
September 24, an official of the Society for Cultural Relations 
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with Foreign Countries brought us the good news that the 
President would specially receive us the next morning. 

That night we could not bring us to sleep till late hours, and 
we were all up before daybreak in the morning. 

This was the first time we were meeting and talking personal- 
ly with President Kim Il Sung, the great leader who created the 
Juche idea and the supreme head of state who is leading our 
time of independence. 

Our cars cruised along a road skirting the foot of a mountain 
alive with full-blown cosmos flowers. At last we drove up to 
the porch of a building, when we were surprised to find the 
President whom we revered most waiting for our arrival. Smil- 
ing, he shook hands with the head of our delegation and then 
with all of us one by one. He himself showed us into the room. 
We took our seats face to face with the President. 

Commenting on the speech made by Kaoru Yasui, head of 
our delegation, at the Seminar, the President said it was a 
very good speech full of youthful vigour and verve and praised 
the Japanese delegation for its great role at the Seminar. His 
praise was more than we deserved, I should say. 

Then, the President lively discussed many important prob- 
lems. He talked about all kinds of matters such as the inter- 
national situation, philosophy, art and education, explaining 
them with a deep analysis and citing concrete examples. So we 
could understand them very clearly. His face was beaming all 
the time and he gesticulated quite cheerfully as he evaluated the 
Seminar. He pointed out that to aspire after independence 
became an irresistible international trend and emphasized the 
great significance of the successful conclusion of the Seminar. 

Now we were invited to dine with him. At the dinner table, 
too, the President maintained a flow of talk. He spoke of the 
situation at the time when the July 4 North-South Joint State- 
ment was published, of the Theses on Socialist Education, the 
problem of the 200-mile limit of economic waters and so on in 
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a very interesting way. Although his speech was seasoned with 
humours, it was very concrete and of importance. So we 
listened attentively to his words unaware of the passage of time. 

A young member of the delegation was taking notes of what 
the President was saying with great care lest he should miss even 
a word, even forgetting to eat. Seeing this, the President kindly 
asked him to take the meal. We were deeply moved, for the 
scene reminded us vividly of the President’s careful and benevo- 
lent solicitude shown for the people during his on-the-spot 
guidance. 

The President’s reception which lasted about four hours came 
to an end. We came out of the reception hall in a state of in- 
describable joy and excitement. 

When we were leaving, the President again came out to the 
porch and saw us off. 

In those days there were many visiting heads of state and 
government delegations from different countries of the world, 
so the President was very busy. Nevertheless, he spared the 
whole of the morning hours for receiving us. This showed his 
expectations for the activities of the study societies in Japan 
and his boundless encouragement to us who were striving to 
establish the International Institute of the Juche Idea. 

We rather felt ashamed of the insufficiency of our activities, 
but at the same time we were supremely happy. I returned to 
the hotel feeling as if I were floating on air, and opened my 
notebook in which I had wrote down the words of the President. 

My impression of that day will remain as an unforgettable 
memory all my life. My meeting with President Kim II Sung 
was the happiest event for me which has now become a treasure 
of my heart. 


128 


THE KOREAN PEOPLE ARE 
REALLY HAPPY UNDER THE 
GUIDANCE OF THE GREAT 


LEADER 


Tsunehiko Antaku 


Secretary General of the National 
Conference between Japan and Korea 


As years change and the time flows, the world people have a 
deeper respect and adoration for respected and beloved 
President Kim I] Sung. 

All those who had an audience of the great President and the 
hundreds of millions of people who learn from his glorious and 
brilliant revolutionary history and his immortal ideas speak 
highly of him as the genius of revolution and a gifted thinker 
and look upon him as the people’s affectionate father of lofty 
virtue. 

Let me recall a memory which is indelibly enshrined in my 
heart. It happened already 30 years ago. When the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea was founded I was still young. At 
that time I was the secretary of a small chapter of the Japan 
Postal Workers’ Union in Yamagata Prefecture. I organized a 
demonstration in celebration of the founding of the DPRK and 
was subjected to harsh suppression of the American occupation 
army. I was confined in the military government, its setup in 
Yamagata Prefecture. This suppression made me feel all the 
more keenly the importance of our solidarity with the Korean 
people and deeply realize what we, the Japanese, should do. 

Afterwards, I heard stories about General Kim I] Sung from 
the Korean residents in my neighbourhood and zealously 
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collected literature on him. I studied the glorious history of the 
Korean people fighting for the independence of their fatherland 
and came to feel unbounded admiration for President 
Kim II Sung, the national hero, peerless patriot and the founder 
of the Juche idea. 

I had my first audience of President Kim I] Sung in August 
1970 when I visited Korea as a member of the Japan Socialist 
Party delegation led by Chairman Tomomi Narita. 

I was then chairman of the Japan Socialist Party’s Special 
Committee for the Korean Question and was in charge of 
mainly the struggles related to the questions concerning the 
defence of the democratic national rights of the Korean citizens 
in Japan, including the question of the resumption of repatria- 
tion of the Korean citizens in Japan, the question of the resis- 
tration of Korean nationality, the struggle for smashing the 
emigration and immigration control law and the question of the 
defence of national education. In the course of these struggles, 
I could pay several visits to Korea which I had even dreamed of 
and give all my concern to the promotion of friendship between 
the Japanese and Korean peoples, the independent peaceful 
reunification of Korea and other aspects of the Korean question. 

From 1961 Korea started a general onward movement for 
building a socialist industrial state according to the 7-Year Plan 
for the development of the national economy, and my above- 
said activity was coincided with the near fulfilment of that 
famous grand plan by virtue of the Chongsan-ri spirit and the 
Taean work system. During the time, due to the “‘Pueblo 
incident”? and other repeated obstructive machinations of the 
US imperialists an extremely tense situation was created in 
Korea, but the Republic bravely coped with it, built up the 
country into a full-fledged socialist industrial state. Further- 
more, it was about to start with a new, epoch-making 6-Year 
Plan aimed at pushing forward the three revolutions, ideologi- 
cal, technical and cultural, consolidating the material and 
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technical foundations of socialism and thus emancipating the 
working people from labour-consuming work in all fields. 
Those years marked a period of a great leap forward, so to 
speak. 

At last the day came when we would have an audience of the 
great leader President Kim I] Sung. 

On August 15 we were invited to take part in the meeting 
commemorating the liberation anniversary. We went to the 
place of meeting together with ambassadors of many countries 
and numerous delegations visiting Korea. There was still time 
before the opening of the meeting and pieces of beautiful or 
merry foreign music flowed out one after another in the hall. 
When a music of an Arab country was discoursed, the solemn 
atmosphere pervading the hall was broken suddenly. The dele- 
gation members of that country were so excited that they called 
for its replay, whistling on their fingers. This was a surprise to 
us. At that time, President Kim Il Sung, wearing a broad smile, 
turned his eyes to the place where the delegation was seated. 
Then he spoke something and waved to a man to play it again, 
smiling in a very unworldly manner which was somewhat 
peculiar to common people. 

This left on my heart a deep impression: “‘He is a man who is 
respected not only by the Korean people but also by the world 
people. No head of a state but President Kim I] Sung can 
handle such a matter so unaffectedly, I’m sure.”’ 

On August 22, after preparing a joint statement between the 
Japan Socialist Party and the Workers’ Party of Korea, which 
was the first of its kind for the JSP, Chairman Narita and we 
had an opportunity to have a long talk on the world situation, 
socialist construction in Korea and many other problems in the 
presence of President Kim [I Sung. 

It was lunch time presently. The President asked us to 
continue the talk at table, dining together. 

We were seated around the table and resumed the talk in a 
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congenial atmosphere, when the President asked Chairman 
Narita a question on the problem of safeguarding the national 
rights of the Korean citizens in Japan. The latter told him: 
“Comrade Antaku is well informed of the problem, so he will 
answer the question.” I rose from my seat to answer. Seeing 
this, President Kim I] Sung said, ‘‘We’re too far from each other 
to have a good talk. Please, come over here.’’ He beckoned his 
hand to come. “Thank you, but I’m all right here because I 
have a little high voice,’’ I said and started my explanation. “‘A 
face-to-face talk usually helps conversers better understand each 
other. Do come over,” the President beckoned again. While I 
was standing undecided, the waiter carried the plate laid in 
front of me to the President’s side on his instruction. 

Have you ever seen the head of a state treating his guest so 
frankly and unreservedly as the President Kim I] Sung? He was 
really a kind-hearted, unworldly man. Tears were ready to well 
up on my eyes as I also recollected what had happened at the 
meeting celebrating the liberation day. 

Strange as it may sound, President Kim II Sung is the “closest 
person”’ to me. 

I mentioned this event in my other articles. In Japan I told 
the story on many occasions. But often my hearers did not 
believe it, saying, “It is incredible President Kim II Sung ac- 
corded you such treatment.’ And I would explain them with 
seriousness till they gave credit to my statement. Thus our con- 
versation would always end with: ““The Korean people are really 
happy. The world knows no such a leader as President 
Kim II Sung....” 

In January 1972 I visited Korea again as the secretary of the 
first delegation of the Diet Members’ League for the Promotion 
of Friendship between Japan and Korea led by Mr. Chuji Kuno 
of the Liberal Democratic Party. (This league was organized 
with supra-party Diet members and I was its chief secretary.) 
All the delegation members except me and all the other 
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members of the suite including many reporters and never met 
President Kim I] Sung before. 

They marvelled at the progress of socialist construction in 
Korea. In particular, they eulogized the personality of 
President Kim Il Sung, saying: “‘He is so kind-hearted that he 
doesn’t look the victorious General in the anti-Japanese armed 
struggle. I pictured him as a strict and awe-inspiring man,” “He 
talked for so long, sometimes cracking jokes, but his argument 
was perfectly logical. ..... He is a distinguished man just as I 
thought,” and “I have clearly realized that he is the greatest 
statesman in the world.” Even after we returned to Japan, his 
personality formed the liveliest topic of conversation. 

Some Diet members wrote impressions of their interviews 
with President Kim II Sung, expressing their great emotion and 
admiration. Here we will see plainly that all those who have an 
audience of President Kim Il Sung come to feel boundless 
admiration for him. 

“President Kim Il Sung is a great statesman, just as you told 
me. I have never felt such a deep emotion in my long political 
life.”” This is what the delegation head, Chuji Kuno, said to me, 
his eyes swimming with tears. 

All of us were affected particularly at the fact that the 
President betook himself to the lift near the frontdoor to shake 
hands with each of us. I still remember how he made me 
happy, patting me on the shoulder, saying, “‘We’re old acquaint- 
ances.” That scene was shot by a cameraman in our suite and he 
specially favoured me with the film. I have been keeping it with 
care, sometimes projecting it on ascreen to become the envy of 
my friends. 

The President’s talk at that time was permeated with his 
utmost kindness and its contents were very comprehensive. It 
ranged from the situation surrounding Japan and Korea to the 
realities in south Korea, the actual state of provocations of the 
US troops entrenched in south Korea in the name of the UN 
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forces, the importance of the establishment of Juche in view of 
the historical development of Korea, the question of grandiose 
socialist construction, and the reason why the promotion of the 
relations of friendship between the Japanese and Korean 
peoples was of great significance in the preservation of peace in 
Asia and in the future development of the two countries. While 
hearing the President’s talk, which was now and then featured 
with interesting stories, the Japanese Diet members were 
completely fascinated before they were aware of it. An atmos- 
phere of friendliness prevailed, bringing about occasional burst 
of pleasant laughter. Oblivious of the time agreed upon, Chuji 
Kuno, the delegation head, expressed his thanks and invited one 
person from each party to express his resolution. So, pointing 
to my watch, I whispered to him that the time had already 
passed. 

The President, noticing this said: ‘‘Never mind about time. 
Go ahead, please.”’ Then he listened to each speaker, wearing a 
smile on his face. When all this process was over, he said, “I 
thank you for your remarks. Thank you.”’ 

The President’s venerable, benign figure I saw at that time 
floats before my eyes. 

Some ten years ago, as my native town was in the rural 
district, I procured many pamphlets of President Kim I] Sung’s 
speech, ‘‘For Correct Management of the Socialist Agriculture,” 
delivered in 1960 at the general membership meeting of the 
Party organization of Chongsan-ri, and distributed them among 
young people and organized a learning process. His work 
aroused great repercussions. Those who read it said in unison: 
“It’s very easy to understand. It is simply admirable that the 
head of a state knows the actual conditions of the countryside 
as minutely as he knows the palm of his hand. I wish to see the 
actual state of agriculture in Korea in person. Have you any 
other materials to refer to?’ With this as the momentum, 
round-table talks were held on several occasions on the subject 
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‘“‘Korea’s Agriculture and Japan.”’ In particular, in recent a few 
years an itinerant private show of the Korean film “Perennial 
Bumper Harvest” produced in 1974, was organized in different 
parts in combination with a lecture meeting. In this activity the 
aforesaid young people took the lead and played a role of active 
supporter. 

The greatness of President Kim I] Sung has thus been known 
widely even in small rural villages in Japan. 

Having had the honour of meeting respected and beloved 
President Kim I] Sung in person in the course of my close 
contacts with the Korean friends for more than one decade, I 
now keenly feel that the Korean people are really happy in the 
warm bosom of their socialist fatherland under the wise guid- 
ance of the great leader. I quite envy them. 

Convinced of the greater development of the DPR of Korea 
and her independent peaceful reunification, I firm my resolve 
to devote my whole life to the movement for genuine solidarity 
between the Japanese and the Korean peoples. 

By way of conclusion, I wish President Kim II Sung a long 
life. 
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GREAT MAGNANIMITY 


Ichio Asukata 


Chairman of the Japan Socialist Party 


I paid a visit to the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 
in May 1972—the diamond jubilee of President Kim I] Sung. 

After I became the Chairman of the Japan Socialist Party I 
visited Pyongyang twice on behalf of the Party and could have 
an opportunity to meet the President on each occasion. 

In this course I was deeply moved by the Juche idea of 
President Kim Il Sung, the great leader, the successes he gained 
in socialist construction by applying the idea, and his brilliant 
achievements in the struggle for the independent, peaceful re- 
unification of Korea and for peace in Asia, and I highly appreci- 
ate his popular great magnanimity. 

Today the President is going to mark his 70th birthday in as 
good health as he was ten years ago. I rejoice over this as over 
my own and would like to extend my congratulations to him 
from the bottom of my heart. 

The following is the impressions which I wrote when I was 
the Chairman of the National Socialist Mayors Association. 

On May 14, 1972, we, members of the delegation, were wait- 
ing for the President at a guest house by a picturesque Lake 
Yonpung which is located not far from Pyongyang. 

It was a fine day peculiar to Korea. In the azure sky there 
was not a single cloudlet to mar its boundless expanse, and the 
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hills were robed in fresh verdure. It was a really charming land- 
scape. 

The lake was, to our surprise, an artificial lake. Located 500 
metres above the sea-level, it looked as big as Lake Chuzenji of 
Nikko in Japan. 

I was feasting my eyes on the majestic scenery which sufficed 
to afford a glimpse of the Korean people’s sagacity and their 
socialist construction. Abruptly, a noise broke the silence. 

A car was coming from the opposite side of the lake. 

Presently, it pulled up right in front of us. 

Stepping up to the car, I wondered what President 
Kim II Sung would be like, for it was my first meeting with him. 
But I saw none in the back seat. 

Doubting my eyes, I took a close look at the riders in the car 
to find that the President whom I got used to see in pictures 
was in an assistant driver’s seat wearing a cap. 

It was a surprise to me, to tell the truth. In Japan, it is 
customary that a man of such authority would lean back in a 
back seat, taciturn and dignified, and would not get off till his 
secretary opens the door with respect. But President 
Kim I] Sung opened the door by himself and got down from the 
assistant driver’s seat. 

He walked straight to me and pressed my hands with his large 
and warm hands, saying: “Oh, Mr. Asukata, I am glad to see 
you. Very sorry to have kept you waiting.” 

At this moment it struck me that these must be the hands 
which everyone was so eager to grasp! 

The President kindly put his arm on my shoulder and said: 
“Well, let’s have tea...."> Then, he led me toward the house 
by the stairs. 

The way he received us was quite unceremonious and cordial. 
It was something unexpected and wonderful since we thought 
that as a leader of the country, he would receive us with much 
formality. 
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His unassuming and generous attitude compelled our admira- 
tion. 

Even going up stairs, he showed us scrupulous care and 
concern for us, saying: “How good of you to have come!”’ 
“You must have had inconvenience since your arrival in Pyong- 
yang, mustn’t you?” 

President Kim I] Sung’s words and bearing were rhythmical, 
attractive and fascinating. I perceived this immediately. 

His great magnanimity, broad-mindedness and cordiality 
overwhelmed us. 

His voice was resonant, soft, powerful and spirited. His logic 
was persuasive and flexible. It seemed his art of conversation 
brought out the best flavour in the world. 

Besides, what an affable person he was! His generosity 
creates such an atmosphere that a stranger would relax himself 
free from awkwardness, talk with him without reserve as if he 
was one of his old acquaintances and even crack jokes with 
him. This was the opinion shared by all the members of the 
delegation and the reporters accompanying them. 

I, for my part, got many impressions from the genius and 
stamp of the President—the greatness of his personality, the 
magic of his attraction and persuasion and the power which 
makes anyone place faith in him the moment he meets him, 
etc.— But I would like to refrain from going further, since they 
were gained in a very short span of time. 

It would be proper to say, however, that a great significance 
lies rather in the fact that his such virtue and personal character 
are reflected in the strategy and tactics in the building of soci- 
alism in Korea, in the struggle for the reunification of the 
country and in its relations with foreign countries, assuming a 
systematic form. 

It might be said in this sense that the Korean people who 
have such a rare leader as President Kim II Sung are happy. 

It was not until I paid a visit to Pyongyang that I seemed to 
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have realized the reason why the Korean nationals in Japan and 
the functionaries of Chongryon (the General Association of 
Korean Residents in Japan) have so great reverence and affec- 
tion for President Kim I] Sung and why they put so deep faith 
in him. 

Back at home, I often hear my wife saying: “You’ve fallen 
for President Kim Il Sung.” And it is exactly what she says. 

I am still attached to President Kim Il Sung who is not only 
the great leader of the Korean nation but also one of the out- 
standing leaders of Asia and the rest of the world. 

At the reception President Kim Il Sung kindly gave explicit 
answers to some questions put by us. It took nearly five hours. 

He began with the international situation, and then went over 
to the structure of the administrative units of the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea, the function and role of the local 
administrative bodies, the educational system, the contents of 
education, the problem of Korean nationals in Japan, the 
friendship and solidarity between the Japanese and Korean 
peoples, the question of Okinawa and other questions. 

What the President said to us at that time was published in a 
pamphlet form in Pyongyang under the title: “Talk to Delega- 
tion of Japan National Socialist Mayors Association.” It is 
widely read in Japan. 

The talk of President Kim I] Sung was pervaded with the 
great Juche idea which he had fathered and developed. 

I cannot dwell upon the Juche idea, since I am not specialist 
in this field, but have something to speak of in my own 
fashion—the impressions left on me deeply. 

I understand that the Juche idea was initiated, developed and 
enriched in the course of the arduous yet glorious and victori- 
ous anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle for national liberation 
organized and led by President Kim II Sung, the struggle for the 
socialist revolution and socialist construction, and the struggle 
for the country’s reunification and the international communist 
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movement. 

With regard to the Juche idea, President Kim I] Sung said: 

“In a nutshell, the idea of Juche means that the masters of 
the revolution and the work of construction are the masses of 
the people and that they are also the motive force of the revolu- 
tion and the work of construction. In other words, one is 
responsible for one’s own destiny and one has also the capacity 
for hewing out one’s own destiny.” 

The President also said: 

“To establish Juche means holding fast to the principle of 
solving for oneself all problems of the revolution and construc- 
tion in conformity with the actual conditions of one’s country, 
and mainly by one’s own efforts.” 

Basing himself on the Juche idea he had originated in person, 
President Kim I] Sung established the guiding theories of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea and the Government of the Republic 
on the revolution and construction. 

Thus, the Juche idea has enabled them to maintain full inde- 
pendence and call forth their inexhaustible creativeness in the 
revolution and construction in Korea. It is now brilliantly 
embodied in the principles of independence in politics, self- 
sustenance in the economy and self-defence in national defence. 

In particular, the Juche idea finds its expression in the amaz- 
ing successes gained in the building of socialism by the con- 
scious activity of all the people for further progress, since it is 
the idea which, proceeding from the basic principle that man is 
the most precious and powerful being, is thoroughly based on 
the mass line that calls for holding people dear and consider and 
solve all problems in the interest of people. 

Nowadays the Juche idea not only serves the Korean people 
as a compass for the revolution and construction, but also is 
widely studied in Japan and other parts of the world, because it 
is in full accord with proletarian internationalism. And it has 
also become an idea that encourages the peoples in different 
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countries in their struggle. 

One of the matters which evoked our great interest in the 
talk of President Kim Ii Sung was naturally the question of local 
self-government in Korea—the question as to how the adminis- 
trative bodies are organized in province, county and ri, how the 
local power organs are functioning and what role they are play- 
ing. 

We found that province, county and ri in the Republic were 
different from prefecture, city, town and village in Japan. 

Province is a vanguard unit that carries out the economic 
policy of the country. The construction of heavy industry and 
the development of agriculture are promoted mainly by the 
central government and province. 

If province is a unit which puts the government policies into 
effect, county is a unit whose main task is to defend and 
improve the inhabitants’ living. 

Accordingly, they are not the units in an upper-and-lower 
relation like prefecture and city in Japan but the local adminis- 
trative units assuming entirely different dimensions. 

Provinces undertake full responsibility for fulfilment of a 
comprehensive, national plan for socialist construction, whereas 
county is responsible for all the work related to the improve- 
ment of the people’s living, such as material production, 
management and supply and for the development of light 
industry, trade and even education. In other words, county 
solves all the problems of the people’s living on its own 
responsibility. 

Ri which is under county does -almost the same work as 
county does, though its machine is smaller. 

At the interview, President Kim II Sung said: 

“*,.. our local organs of power are fully responsible for the 
people’s livelihood. For this reason, it is not too much to say 
that they serve the people. Whether they work well or not is 
expressed in the people’s living and the work of their officials 
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estimated by the people.”’ 

These words taught a great deal to us all who are responsible 
for local organs of self-government in Japan. 

The conception of the function and role of local government 
bodies and the role of county in Korea is an embodiment of 
President Kim Il Sung’s brilliant theory, I believe. Won’t it 
serve as a model to any socialist country in laying down the line 
of socialist construction? 

I would like to have the opportunity to revisit the DPRK and 
devote all my efforts to learning and studying this problem in 
detail. 

Establishment of Juche is regarded as a matter of the greatest 
importance also in the domain of education. 

President Kim [1 Sung repeatedly emphasized that ‘‘the 
educational work is a revolutionary work and the educationists 
are revolutionaries”. This shows that in Korea establishment of 
Juche poses itself as the most important matter in school educa- 
tion. 

To establish Juche in school education means conducting 
education with one’s own things as the main content, not 
mechanically adopting things foreign. And the students are 
taught to consider everything with their own senses and hold 
fast to their stands. 

Establishment of Juche was not confined to the domain of 
education in Korea. In all the other fields—literature, art, 
science, technology, etc.—efforts were also made to serve the 
people, develop what the people like and make good use of the 
resources of the country. 

Another thing that impressed us strongly was the movement 
of learning which is widespread among all the people from top 
to bottom. Everyone was studying for two hours at least every 
day. 

Special mention must be made of the fact that in Korea all 
the people were educated in the love of labour. Education was 
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conducted in close combination with productive labour. 

To study while working and to work while studying was an 
important form of education in Korea. 

All the students and pupils were so educated as to acquire 
one technique or more and play one instrument or more. 

During our visit to the Tonghung Girls’ Senior Middle School 
in Pyongyang, we were told that all the students could play 
either one of the national musical instruments including 
“kayagum”’ or one of the Western instruments including piano, 
cello, violin and flute. 

During the talk, President Kim Il Sung made an earnest 
remark on the question of Korean citizens residing in Japan and 
the problem of strengthening the friendship and solidarity 
between the Korean and Japanese peoples. 

The President expressed his thanks to the Japanese people for 
supporting the Korean nationals in Japan in their legitimate 
activities for the defence of their democratic, national rights 
including the right to national education and travel to their 
homeland and for the realization of independent, peaceful 
reunification of their motherland. 

He spoke highly of the facts that the “‘Dietmen’s League for 
Promotion of Japan-Korea Friendship”’ was formed in Japan, 
that the voices were raised calling for the improvement of rela- 
tions of friendship and interchange and the normalization of 
diplomatic relations between Korea and Japan and that an 
extensive movement was afoot for their realization. He also 
touched on the basic stand with regard to the improvement of 
Korea-Japan relations and on the prospect for it. 

As pointed out by the President, the unfriendly and hostile 
policy of the Japanese government toward Korea is the chief 
obstacle to the improvement of Japan-Korea relations and the 
normalization of diplomatic relations. It is, therefore, a matter 
of pressing need to remove this obstacle if the relations between 
Japan and Korea are to be developed. At the same time, it is 
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necessary to expand in concrete forms many-sided interchanges 
covering the economy, culture, persons, etc. 

On the occasion, as a step toward the promotion of these 
relations and friendship between Japan and Korea, we pro- 
posed, for example, to form the relations of brotherhood and 
sisterhood between Yokohama of Japan and Hamhung of Korea 
and between Niigata of Japan and Chongjin of Korea, and to 
invite the Chairman of Pyongyang City People’s Committee to 
visit Japan. The President expressed his assent. 

Moreover, he said that it would be a good thing to effect the 
performance of a Korean art troupe in Japan as already re- 
quested by the Japanese side and realize the interchanges and 
visits between Korea and Japanese schools and students. 

We witnessed the strong vitality of the Juche idea and its 
luxuriant fruits wherever we went during our stay in the DPRK. 
We were overwhelmed and impressed by the amazing progress 
and giant stride this country, now a socialist industrial state, 
was making in all branches of socialist construction. 

Wide avenues lined with thickly verdant trees, the workers’ 
residential quarters with rows of tall flats, factories full of life, 
the marked development of construction and technology and 
the educational establishments and system in the process of 
perfection—all these were, without exception, characterized by 
independence, planning innovation, rapid progress. They were 
overflowing with the active, animating spirit. 

Through this pulsating reality we could see that all the 
Korean people respected and revered President Kim Il Sung 
from the bottom of their hearts and their unity and cohesion 
with him as the central figure was unbreakable like a large 
family. 

My sojourn was short, so my understanding of socialist con- 
struction in Korea is not deep. 

How could the Korean people achieve such successes in their 
construction despite the wholesale destruction by the US 
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troops? 

President Kim II Sung said: “To tell the truth, we have built 
towns and villages and erected factories from scratch on a heap 
of ashes.” This is the admirable fruition of the line of building 
an independent national economy advanced by the President, a 
line tried for the first time in the world. 

Take Pyongyang which the Korean people proudly call “the 
capital of revolution’’, for instance. It now looks so splendid 
that one can hardly believe it was literally razed to the ground 
during the Korean war. Street trees thickly covered with 
foliage. All kinds of flowers. It seems as if the city itself were 
within a park, not parks within it. 

As for greenery, fine street trees were growing so thickly in 
Korea that they formed green tunnels. I felt an urge to show it 
to the Japanese people. Our cars often drove through such a 
tunnel of verdure. 

The tall buildings standing in rows in an orderly way in 
Pyongyang are all five- or eight-storied modern ones. Besides, 
more buildings of new, modern type, I was told, were built year 
by year. The workers’ dwellings were best of all. 

I saw the inside of a few of them. They are of moderate size, 
usually two- or three-roomed with a kitchen. The rent (house 
rent—Ed), I was told, accounted for only a per cent of the 
income, even including electric and water charges. I could 
hardly believe my ears. To speak of the living standards from 
my loose impression, the people in this country seemed as well- 
off as the Japanese who earn about 150,000 yen a month. 

Clean and sound. All that we saw—the urban and rural 
establishments and all other things including the scenery—were 
very clean and sound. The hearts of the people of this country, 
too, might be pure and steady. 

I should very much like to say a word about the Korean 
countryside. Its development was so much remarkable. 

At present, the three major tasks of the technical revolution 
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are being carried out energetically in Korea in accordance with 
the decision of the Fifth Congress of the Workers’ Party of 
Korea. One of these tasks is to free the women from kitchen 
work and raise the level of the countryside in all field of labour, 
livelihood and culture to narrow down the distinction between 
town and country. 

In the Korean countryside irrigation and electrification have 
already been brought to completion. Today it has reached the 
stage where a large volume of electric power is used for farming. 

Any farm villages in remote mountainous areas have bus 
service, to say nothing of electricity. They are provided with 
modern dwellings and cultural establishments. 

If you take a trip to rural districts by car, you will find the 
well-readjusted fields of co-op farms. They were not such small 
plots of paddy and dry fields as we see in Japan, but large plots 
readjusted in good shape. Tractors and cultivators did farming 
work together there. 

The countryside of Korea made so big a progress to change 
its appearance completely that Mr. Kanazawa, Mayor of 
Yamagata, and Mr. Koyama, Mayor of Ueda, both hailing from 
the countryside and well versed in the agricultural question, 
could not refrain from expressing their admiration for it. 

For instance, land improvement, readjustment, and levelling 
were all carried on in a comprehensive way. Irrigation in 
particular was really admirable. 

I have already referred to a man-made lake at the beginning, 
but here I wish to add that there are large-scale artificial lakes 
in different parts of the country. They are not the kinds of 
reservoirs built merely by damming up rivers. Those reservoirs, 
majestic in scale, are fed with the water lifted by many-stage 
motor pumps from the rivers flowing several hundred metres 
down below. 

The man-made lakes play the role of adam. They store a lot 
of water in themselves when the flood rises; They release it to 
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moisten paddy and dry fields when the dry season sets in. In 
the rice-transplanting season, they let loose their water all at 
once. Their water runs to every nook and corner of the country 
through the network of waterways as dense as that of human 
blood vessels. 

Moreover, these man-made lakes serve as breeding ponds and 
add to the scenic beauty. It indeed is like killing two birds with 
one stone. 

I must write about the excellent system of medical care in 
Korea beyond the bounds of the countryside. 

In Korea, preventive medicine is practiced in a thoroughgo- 
ing way. In other words, measures are taken to ward off 
diseases instead of making a fuss after people are attacked by 
them. Such is the policy pursued there. 

In compliance with this policy all the doctors in the country 
work under the section medical care system. Each of them 
undertakes full responsibility for the health of the inhabitants in 
a designated area. I thought in admiration that it was a system 
the country of Juche can have. 

It goes without saying that in this country the state covers 
the medical expenses, that is, it renders entirely free medical 
Service. 

In the talk President Kim I] Sung said: ‘“‘We have basically 
overcome our difficulties in socialist construction,” and then 
briefed a bright prospect offered by the achievements so far 
made in construction. He stated that the economy could be 
built up better and faster in future since there had been laid a 
firm independent economic basis. 

Pointing out that some countries introduced the “five- 
workday system’’, I asked: “What are you going to do with this 
matter in Korea?”’ 

I put this question because I believed Korea would certainly 
steer her course toward the “‘five-workday system” according as 
her economy would develop and her people get better off. 
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The President, however, answered in a resolute tone: “Mr. 
Asukata, we have not the least intention of introducing five- 
workday system in our country.” 

He explained the reason in words to this effect: 

It is true that socialist industrialization was brought to 
completion and the people’s life has become stabilized in the 
northern half of the Republic. 

However, south Korea is still under the occupation of the US 
army. The country’s reunification having not yet been realized, 
our fellow countrymen there are in great misery and distress. 

The Korean people, therefore, must drive out the foreign 
forces and achieve national reunification at an early date. To 
this end, construction and production should not be slowed 
down in the least in the northern half. 

The labour efforts the people in the northern half of the 
Republic now put in making even a nail, building even a factory 
and turning out even clothes and food are not merely intended 
for their own comfort. Ever-present in their minds are their 
compatriots in the south. Their aim is to deliver the south 
Korean brothers without delay after the country’s reunification, 
join hadns with them and push ahead with construction. 

The situation in Africa and Latin America should also be 
taken into account, where a large number of people are keeping 
up a hard struggle for independence and construction. 

How can we, knowing all these facts, take such a road of 
egoism and indolence as the “five-workday system’’? 

So saying, President Kim I] Sung concluded: ‘“‘We may as 
well work for six days a week.” 

The resolute statement of President Kim II] Sung could not 
but make a strong impression on me as it showed his principled 
and determined attitude towards the building of socialism in 
Korea, the reunification of the country and, further, the inter- 
national solidarity with the peoples of various countries. 
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I HAVE GROWING REVERENCE 
FOR PRESIDENT KIM IL SUNG 


Tokuma Utsunomiya 


Member of the House of Councilors of 
Japan 


I was once a Diet man from the Liberal Democratic Party of 
Japan. I am neither a socialist nor a Korean. In addition I am 
not a national of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. 

As my talks with President Kim I] Sung advanced, however, 
my reverence for him has been growing stronger transcending 
the differences in nationality and ideal. 

I wish the outstanding leader President Kim Il Sung a long 
life in good health for the future of the Korean nation and the 
world peace, for the friendship and solidarity between the 
Japanese and Korean peoples. 

I met President Kim II] Sung for the first time in 1965 when I 
visited Pyongyang, where the Japanese Machine Exhibition was 
to be held, leading a delegation of the Asian Affairs Research 
Commission of the LDP. 

I, together with Mr. Kurautchi, was received in his office 
room. My first impression of him was that he looked young for 
his age and was very kind and modest, calm and generous. 

In fact, because of a wide divergence of opinion concerning 
the exhibition, the Japanese side stood at a nonplus. But, 
thanks to the determination the President made out of good- 
will, things came out all right. 

Still vivid in my memory are the following two points of his 
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remarks made at the interview. 

First, it is desirable to invest in Japanese machines because 
they are more useful than European ones, considered from a 
physical similarity of both Japanese and Koreans but the 
Japanese political strings restrain it. 

Second, after the US troops’ pullout, the armament which 
imposes a heavy burden on the north and south Korean people, 
should be leesened and the armed forces reduced to 100,000 or 
less respectively. 

His statement on reducing the armament of two sides deeply 
touched me. It manifests his peace-loving standpoint from 
which he, with a deep affection for the Koreans, wants to 
prevent a holocaust of a fratricidal war. 

President Kim I] Sung’s remarks at the reception confirmed 
my belief that the “‘threat from north” presupposed by the 
Pak “regime’’, Japan and the United States in their policies 
toward Korea is a bogus based on their stupid misunderstanding 
or deliberate distortion and that to put an end to it is an indis- 
pensable requisite for peace in Korea and Japan. 

The north-south negotiation started in 1972 was led to frust- 
ration by the “October revitalization”, and Kim Dae Jung, who 
had advocated rapprochement between north and south and the 
peaceful reunification at the “presidential election’’, was 
kidnapped in Japan by KCIA to be sent to Seoul in August 1973. 

The Kim Dae Jung incident tells of the oppressive measures 
the Pak “regime” took under the pretext of the “threat from 
north’’. The Japanese Government,too, makes it a good excuse 
for its reticence on the matter of his restoration to the original 
status. On the same excuse, the United States, though advocat- 
ing the “defence of human rights”, keeps aloof from the 
problem of his restoration of freedom. 

In early summer of 1974, I paid a visit to Washington to 
make the situation in the Korean Peninsula known. In those 
days the United States was a hurrah’s nest because of the 
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‘“‘Watergate’’ incident. 

I proved that the “‘threat from north” arose from a false idea 
and stressed the need to hold a meeting of Dietmen of Japan 
and America to reexamine their policy toward Korea. It was 
decided to hold the meeting on September 9. 

I returned to Japan when the election to the House of 
Councilors was in full swing. At that time the south Korean 
side played up the armed collision occurred on the Korean East 
and West Sea, laying the blame on the north. 

It was around the time when I felt the need to visit Korea to 
acquaint myself with the view of the Government of Republic 
on the collision prior to the meeting of Japanese and American 
Dietmen that I was granted a favour by President Kim I] Sung 
to sail on the Mangyongbong from Nigata to Wonsan, a beauti- 
ful coast city to get to Pyongyang. 

Wonsan was rebuilt into a modern city after having been 
reduced to ruins by bombing and bombardment from warships 
during the Korean War. Wonsan has Songdo Park which has 
been enjoyed as a recreation ground from the days of Japanese 
rule. During the war its fine pinery was burnt up by air raids, 
only a few half-burnt trees remained. But, I was amazed at the 
dense growth of pine trees planted after the war. 

I can say that I began to cherish confidence in President 
Kim Il Sung and the political system of the DPRK when I 
witnessed great efforts being made there to afforestation and 
water conservancy which have importance to the people’s 
living. 

I could see from my hotel in Wonsan the sun rising above the 
sea and the pine trees in the Songdo Park. It was beautiful. 
But more beautiful were the mountains, fields and the bright 
green land seen from the plane heading for Pyongyang. Modern 
farm houses built in place of old straw-thatched ones and big 
chicken factories caught the eye. 

At the time of my third visit I had been for the first time to 
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the subway in Pyongyang. I have never seen elsewhere in the 
world so long and big lifts set there. I felt the industry of the 
DPRK attained a considerable degree of development. 

I visited Pyongyang for the first time in 1964. At that time I 
had been impressed with the slopewise stone-bank and green 
shade trees along the Taedong River, six- or seven-storied build- 
ings standing in rows and beautiful cherries and roses blooming 
at the windows of two-storied or more high apartment buildings 
whose first floors were occupied by stores. And all these made 
me think that there could not be those who would dare to ignite 
a war to destroy such a peaceful, happy life. 

This time I found lots of ten-storied apartment buildings 
attached by lifts were newly built. They were occupied by 
workers and office workers and put in apple-pie order. 

A housing policy set forth by President Kim [1 Sung is 
successful. I found that foodstuffs and clothes were richly 
stocked in the shop on the first floor. 

A high building of Kim Il Sung University is newly-built one. 
The university has well-equipped dormitories. Students are very 
polite, their eyes radiant. In this respect, too, they excell those 
in Japan. I had never seen before that water level of the 
Taedong River decreased so much at the irrigating season, but 
every paddy field was full of water. 

Politician is evaluated by his record of performance. 

President Kim I] Sung is not only brilliant leader of the 
Korean independent movement and Hero of the Korean War 
but also working wonders as a builder of socialist Korea and 
leader of people, I think. 

On August 9, 1974 I was received for hours by respected 
President Kim Il Sung at the homely place by a big artificial 
lake north of Pyongyang. 

The DPRK has many artificial lakes one of which is enough 
to moisten thousands or tens of thousand hectares of arable 
land. Carps and other fishes are bred in the lakes. Their 
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surroundings are made parks which embrace the rest homes for 
the working people. 

I had an audience of President Kim II Sung in a cosy building 
by one of such lakes. 

I met him after nine years’ interval. He looked young as ever, 
with a broad smile in his face, and was in full vigor. I recalled 
to my mind what I had been told about President Kim II Sung 
by one of leading personnel of the Liberal Democratic Party 
who had once met the President at the Bandung Conference. 

He said: ‘President Kim I] Sung was composed and self- 
possessed and excelled all other politicians of many countries 
present at the conference.” When my interview with the 
President was telecast by the N.H.K. in Japan (Japan Broad- 
casting Society) last year many Japanese were attracted by his 
personality. 

While being received by him, I was also moved at his affec- 
tion for people, the Korean nation, working people and, in 
particular his warm love for farmers. 

President Kim I] Sung told me: 

“It had been long cherished desire of our peasants to enjoy 
three things, that is, to eat rice and meat and live in a tile- 
roofed house. 

“It was not so long that rice began to be cultivated in Korea. 
It was about 400 years ago. At that time, the peasants were not 
allowed to eat rice. It was called ‘wangbap’ (king’s food) 
because only king could have it. Later ‘wangbap’ was renamed 
‘ibap’. It means food to be taken exclusively by kings of Li 
Dynasty. After liberation paddy fields were expanded through 
irrigation projects. As a result our farmers have come to take 
‘ibap’. I am advising our farmers not to call rice ‘ibab’ because 
rice has become food for the people. So it is now called 
‘huinbap’ (white boiled rice). 

‘“As for meat, Koreans like chicken. So stress has been laid 
on chicken-raising. As regards the last thing—living in tile- 
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roofed house, our people have been freed from straw-thatched 
houses except some of those living in mountainous villages. 

“When the President of Senegal visited our country, he as a 
historian spoke highly of the fact that our tradition was in- 
herited. However, it is not for historians but for the people that 
I cherish our tradition. Our people like a tile-roofed house of 
Korean style.” 

At the second-day reception talks were made about problems 
of the United States and lessening the tension in the Korean 
Peninsula. Here is what President Kim I] Sung said, making a 
deep impression on my mind: 

“We proposed to the United States to replace the Armistice 
Agreement with a peace agreement because the armistice will be 
armistice; it does not mean peace. 

“Once Americans get out of south Korea, we will conclude a 
peace agreement even with the south Korean side. Then, if it 
brings about the reduction of armed forces, peace will be 
ensured and peaceful reunification of our country accelerated. 
Of course, our country will remain divided for the time being 
but tension be relaxed. 

“How can put faith in each other with guns levelling at each 
other? How can a dialogue be held between those who carry 
daggers in their bosoms? For a dialogue they must be put 
aside’’. 

President Kim I] Sung’s statement is unequivocal. If it is 
misrepresented, and the tension in the Korean Peninsula 
whipped up, it will hurt the interests of mankind and nations. 

I am firmly convinced that the just stand of President 
Kim I] Sung will receive the support from not only the Korean 
people but the peoples of all countries of the world to bring 
about detente and Korea’s peaceful reunification before long. 

Presupposing the country’s peaceful reunification, President 
Kim Il Sung advanced the proposal to institute a confederation 
of the north and the south whose social systems are different 
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from each other. It is highly pertinent. Governments of Japan 
and America should reconsider in a serious light their policies 
towards Korea. 

I visited the DPRK in summer of 1975, too, immediately 
after I had been presented some bottles of wine-elixir of life. 

Concerning himself of my health President Kim I] Sung 
advised me to take a rest in aspa near Nampo city. I was deep- 
ly moved at his solicitude. Now I am quite in good health 
thanks to the President. 

J had been interested in big Korean pine cones because they 
are curiosities in Japan. The President had given me Korean 
pine-nut trees and cones as a souvenir. I had shared the trees 
with Mr. Kuno, Tamura and others and planted some in my 
garden. I showed the President my picture taken by those trees. 
Looking into the picture, he said: ‘‘Mr. Utsunomiya is too old 
to see such a young tree bear a big cone’’. He gave me a bigger 
one. It is growing in my garden and attain to a height of more 
than six feet now. 

None but such a kind-hearted leader can heartily serve the 
people and peace. Saying it in my mind, I look after the tree 
everyday in adoration of President Kim II Sung. 

I deem it a duty of Japanese politicians to give moral support 
to the independent peaceful reunification of the Korean nation 
proposed by President Kim I] Sung and endeavour to bring it 
into reality. In last autumn more than 30 progressive Japanese 
and American Dietmen got together in Washington to discuss 
the problems of detente in Korea and its reunification. They 
are making efforts to save Kim Dae Jung, a south Korean 
democrat. 

Occasionally, this task may demand me to risk my life. 
However, I am always heartened by the pine-nut tree in my 
garden. Extending my thanks to President Kim [1] Sung for his 
warm friendliness towards the Japanese people and me, I 
sincerely wish him a long life in good health. 
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UNCEREMONIOUS AUDIENCE 


Makoto Ichikawa 


Councilor of the General Council of 
Trade Unions of Japan 


In my office there is a framed writing presented by President 
Kim IJ Sung to the Japanese working class. 


The working class of the world, unite and fight to build a new 
society free from imperialism and all descriptions of oppression 
and exploitation! 

For happiness of all peoples! 

KIM IL SUNG 
October 1974 


Whenever I see this writing I renew my impression of that 
day when I was received by the respected President Kim II Sung 
during my visit to the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. 

At the invitation of the General Federation of Trade Unions 
of Korea the delegation of the General Council of Tade Unions 
of Japan and the Liaison Council of Neutral Trade Unions of 
Japan visited Korea on October 8, 1974. During the eight-day 
sojourn from that day to our departure, our six-member delega- 
tion with me as the head and Toshifumi Katayama, Chairman 
of the LCNTUJ, as deputy head, was almost everyday received 
with the enthusiastic welcome of the Korean working class and 
the warm solicitude of President Kim II Sung. 
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It was October 12 that we had the audience of the President. 
When we called on the President, he personally came out from 
his office and greeted us in front of the lift. I had heard much 
about his popular features. But meeting him directly, I could 
hardly repress my feeling of admiration for his warm human 
love and greatness. The President gave us handshakes, which 
left on us the first impression that he was very youthful and in 
good health. And I could also feel that he had something pro- 
found in his human quality. His confident smile, I think, is a 
smile that can be made only by a man who has unshaken 
confidence in himself with which he has brought an arduous 
revolutionary struggle to victory, laid a solid base for the social- 
ist revolution and is successfully promoting the revolution. 

Frankly speaking, I did not fully understand the Korean 
people’s reverence for the President before. 

However, upon meeting him and hearing his speech, I could 
have a good understanding of it. This feeling of veneration 
which goes with the feeling of love was quite natural as a spring 
gushes out of the earth. I realized that their reverence was 
based on the reality of Korea which, under the leadership of 
President Kim Il Sung, has built a socialist state on debris and 
develops by leaps and bounds today. 

President Kim I] Sung leads the Korean people to carry out 
the revolution and construction and makes socialist Korea more 
and more prosperous by exhibiting his outstanding leadership 
ability. This one fact will suffice to show how great a man 
President Kim Il Sung is. I pay my highest tribute of praise and 
respect to President Kim II Sung, the great revolutionary leader. 

When we were told that the President would grant us an 
interview, we thought that as he was busy our interview with 
him would be nothing more than a formal visit, not exceeding 
thirty minutes or one hour at the longest. To our surprise, the 
President suggested to have unreserved and frank talks, free 
from any formal and diplomatic etiquette. And eventually he 
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received us for long hours. 

At the reception, we expressed our support to the independ- 
ent peaceful reunification of Korea and the struggle of the 
south Korean people, and told him about the movements in 
Japan concerning the Korean problem, such as the struggles 
against the Japanese Government’s hostile policy toward Korea 
and for the normalization of diplomatic relations between 
Japan and Korea, and about the strengthening of solidarity on 
the part of the Japanese working class. 

President Kim Il Sung first expressed his thanks to us for our 
active support to the work of the General Association of 
Korean Residents in Japan and the just cause of the Korean 
people. He paid his regards, through our delegation, to the 
working class of Japan. Then the President stressed that the 
causes of the peoples and working classes of Korea and Japan 
were integrated and that their common, united struggle against 
the US imperialists and the Japanese reactionaries was very 
important and conducive to peace in Asia. 

The President spoke of the Korean people’s struggle for the 
realization of the cause of national reunification on the three 
principles—independence, peaceful reunification and _ great 
national unity—and of grand socialist construction that was 
making a rapid progress under the banner of the three revolu- 
tions, ideological, technical and cultural. Every word of his 
overflowed with his warm love and care for the working class. 

After the interview we had the honour of having luncheon 
together with the President. Availing myself of the opportunity 
of sitting by his side, at table, I ventured to ask him to give us 
his personal note in token of encouragement to the Japanese 
working class. With a generous smile, the President willingly 
consented to our request, adding that he hoped that would not 
be taken as a precedent. His answer gave me a great joy. This is 
how the framed personal note I have previously mentioned 
came into being. The framed personal note was presented to 
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us by a secretary of the Central Committee of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea at conveyance ceremony held on the 15th, the 
last day of our stay in Korea. Later, the same notes were sent 
by ship to those from the LCNTUJ and from the National 
Railway Power Vehicle Workers’ Union, the Japan Federation 
of Iron and Steel Industry Workers’ Union and the All Agricul- 
ture and Forestry Ministry Employees’ Union, who had visited 
Korea as members of the delegation. 

We admired at the wonderful stroke of the brush. When I 
was told that the President, despite the pressure of time, spent a 
quarter of a day for it, I could not but feel sorry and grateful. 
I will hand it over even to the posterity as the treasure of the 
Japanese working class. 

The aim of the current visit to Korea on the part of the 
General Council of Trade Unions of Japan was, firstly, to con- 
clude an agreement regarding exchanges with the General Fede- 
ration of Trade Unions of Korea. Though we failed to go so far 
as to conclude the agreement, views were exchanged on various 
policies related to interchanges and an agreement was reached 
on them in principle. 

We had talks with the delegation of the General Federation 
of Trade Unions of Korea on three occasions, which culminated 
in announcing a joint communique on the 15th. In the talks 
the GCTUJ and the LCNTUJ said they would invite a delega- 
tion of the GF TUK to Japan this autumn. 

The second aim of our visit to Korea was to inform each 
other of the development of struggle. 

Recently the Korean problem has come to the fore in the 
Asian situation. Particularly, fascist tyranny in south Korea is 
a matter we, the working class, can never overlook. 

We informed the Korean side of the fact that the Japanese 
working class was protesting against the fascist tyranny of 
Pak Jung Hi clique, giving encouragement to patriotic-minded 
personages in south Korea, supporting the Republic’s policy for 
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the independent peaceful reunification of north and south 
Korea and expressing solidarity to the working class of Korea. 
In particular, we informed it of the endeavour we had made for 
the normalization of diplomatic relations between Japan and 
Korea and exchanged opinions on the present situation with a 
view to attaining peace in Asia and the rest of the world with 
united efforts. As is summarized in the joint communique, it 
was a great achievement. 

In 1958 I visited the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. 
On that occasion I inspected the Victorious Fatherland Libera- 
tion War Museum and made the following note in my memo- 
book: 

“Peace won at the cost of blood is invaluable. In the noble 
sacrifice of youths for the fatherland we see the future of Asia. 
Glory to Korea!”’ 

In those days, the blood marks of the liberation war still 
remained in Korea. Along the railway line running from Sinuiju 
to Pyongyang there were innumerable craters of bombs dropped 
by the US imperialists. But, in Pyongyang I could see new 
dwelling houses under construction there on the sites of old 
ones which had been pulled down and socialist construction 
making steady headway. 

Revisiting Korea 16 years after my first visit, I was greatly 
surprised. Pyongyang changed into a new “city of verdure.” 
Mountains and fields in the countryside disfigured with bomb 
craters were converted into good orchards and well-cultivated 
fields. The rapid development of Korea affords clear proof of 
the superiority of the socialist system. Everywhere we went, 
the Korean workers accorded us an enthusiastic welcome. 

We visited the Pyongyang Metro, the Kumsong Tractor Plant, 
the Hwanghae Iron and Steel Complex, and cooperative farms in 
Sariwon, and met as many workers as we could. At cooperative 
farms we were told by the farmers that the government pro- 
vided them with dwelling houses. The taxation system was 
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abolished on this April. These facts can not be found in any 
other socialist countries. 

In view of the future of the labour movement of Japan the 
reality of Korea, which had defeated the two imperialisms, 
Japanese and American, and liberated and defended the father- 
land, was very much instructive and helpful to the General 
Council of Trade Unions of Japan which is fighting under a far- 
reaching plan for building socialism. 

In Korea where the three revolutions, ideological, technical 
and cultural, are pushed forward and rapid progress is registered 
with each passing day, the Juche idea of President Kim II] Sung 
is inculcated into the minds of all people as political philoso- 
phy. Herein lies the essential difference between the labour 
movements in Japan and Korea. 

A thing that fundamentally distinguishes Korea from Japan 
is, among others, that the state assumes full responsibility 
for food, clothing, and housing for the entire people. People 
are secure of their livelihood and the aim of their work tallies 
with the object of the state. All these provide bases for the 
workers and peasants’ view of a man’s worth. The working 
class of Korea, therefore, has a light-hearted attitude towards 
life and each of its members applies himself wholly to his task 
with joy. I felt great envy at this. 

The working class of Korea is really happy. 

Armed with the Juche idea, it drives the revolution and con- 
struction forward independently and self-reliantly with national 
pride. Young workers, too, have class and national confidence. 
We cannot follow the example of Korea right now, but it is 
important for us to learn from the history of her development 
and the achievements she had made, while strengthening 
contacts between the Japanese and the Korean workers. 

In Korea where construction is energetically carried on in 
conformity with her geographical and historical conditions, 
there is a clear definition of the duties of the trade union as an 
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organization of ideological education. This especially drew my 
attention. It is what sharply distinguishes Korea from other 
socialist countries. The trade unions are powerful because they 
have the ideological education of workers as their important 
task. I received the impression that Korea was a step ahead of 
other socialist countries even in the trade union movement. 

In Japan the working class only began to perceive the need to 
attach importance to ideological education. Japan is lagging far 
behind in putting that perception into practice in the trade 
union movement. 

In Japan, too, the trade unions have set up their own educa- 
tional establishments and started the ideological education of 
workers in order to stand up against the offensive of capital and 
power. However, in comparison with Korea where there is a 
single system of educational work, Japan is still in an initial 
stage. 

It is no easy struggle for the working class to enhance its 
position and become the master of the country. The Workers’ 
Party of Korea has successfully carried out that struggle under 
various difficulties and sufferings. This is attributable to the 
outstanding leadership of President Kim II Sung. 

President Kim II] Sung always wisely leads the working class 
and other sections of the people of Korea and shows solicitude 
for them. 

During my sojourn in Korea, I visited Mangyongdae, where I 
looked into the house of the President’s birth. I was deeply 
impressed with the fact that the family of the President, too, 
was a revolutionary family of the old tradition. President 
Kim Il Sung who was born and brought up there took part in 
the revolutionary movement in his early years, experienced 
unimaginable hardships and won the Korean people’s undivided 
love and respect. 

After liberation the President returned to the homeland from 
his victory. Though he was in Pyongyang, he put off his visit to 


162 


his old home which he had left twenty years before and where 
his grandparents were waiting for him. He first called at the 
Kangson Steel Works to meet the workers. In the personality of 
President Kim Il Sung, the great revolutionary leader who 
always thinks of the destiny of the fatherland before everything 
and who, sacrificing even his affection and love for his blood 
relations, went to meet the workers waiting for his instructions 
with many tasks before them, I could find his devotion and love 
given to the working class and other people. This moved me 
greatly. 

President Kim I] Sung who spares nothing for the working 
people showed minute and warm solicitude for us, too. 

President Kim Il Sung kindly sent a special plane to Beijing to 
receive us and send us off. Whenever we paid a visit of inspec- 
tion to localities, he asked after our health and safety on the 
phone. He even inquired into the preparations for the welcome 
meeting and instructed the functionaries to leave nothing to be 
desired. 

When we visited Nampo on the 11th, he saw to it that a 
mammoth welcome mass meeting was held in our honour and 
that the mass gymnastic display ‘‘Rays of Juche” with 30,000 
participants—all students and pupils—was performed for us. 

The following is what we were told later. As the autumn 
harvesting was at its height in the countryside at that time, 
the General Federation of Trade Unions of Korea found it 
difficult to secure 70,000 attendants by itself. To the farmers, 
harvesting is as much as a battle. So it told the President that it 
would be hard to provide a large number of people for the 
meeting. The President personally rang up the Chief Secretary 
of the Nampo City Party Committee and told him that the 
welcome meeting should be prepared on a provincial basis 
because the Japanese workers’ delegation was a most honoured 
guest. And, in compliance with the President’s instruction the 
Party and trade union functionaries and other persons of the 
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organs concerned in Nampo did their endeavours day and night 
in succession. As a result, a huge meeting of 70,000 was held 
successfully. We have had large rallies in Tokyo, too, but I had 
never seen such a monster welcome meeting before. 

In Korea, too, a large mass rally of 70,000 participants, I was 
told, was not held except the case of welcoming foreign heads 
of states. This means that our Japanese working-class delega- 
tion was treated like a national guest. I must tell this fact to the 
Japanese working class and people. 

We were pleased at the enthusiastic welcome accorded to us 
by the solicitude of the President, and expressed our thanks to 
him. At the same time, we keenly realized what a great expec- 
tation he had for the working class of Japan, a neighbouring 
country, and what a weighty responsibility was put on it. 

On behalf of the Japanese working class, the chairmen of the 
GCTUJ and the LCNTUJ expressed to the 70,000 Korean 
workers, peasants, students and citizens their support to the 
policy of independent peaceful reunification of Korea, and their 
determination to fight in concert with them against the fascist 
policy of the south Korean puppet clique and for the early 
normalization of diplomatic relations between Japan and Korea. 
This, I think, not only conduced to strengthening friendship 
and solidarity but also gave great inspiration to the Korean 
people. The President’s words have such a profound meaning, | 
think. 

Looking at the clear sky over Panmunjom during my visit to 
Korea, | wondered why peace was not established on that so 
quiet land, and felt intenser hatred toward US imperialism. 

Korea is one. 

As we promised to the Korean working class, we the Japanese 
working class will resolutely oppose any machination to create 
“two Koreas” and fight in support of the south Korean 
people’s anti-fascist struggle for democratization and the inde- 
pendent peaceful reunification of Korea. 
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I confirm my conviction that if the working classes of Japan 
and Korea unite themselves and fight with might and main, 
they will surely emerge victorious in the struggle to drive out 
the US aggressive army from south Korea and realize the inde- 
pendent peaceful reunification of north and south Korea and 
the normalization of diplomatic relations between Japan and 
Korea. 
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THERE ARE ALSO SONG AND 
DANCE IN LIFE 


Yoshiko Otaka 


Member of the House of Councilors 
of Japan 


It was one day late in July 1975 that I met President 
Kim [1 Sung, the respected leader of the Korean people. 

It happened when a delegation of Dietmen from the Liberal 
Democratic Party of Japan was about to end its sojourn in the 
DPRK. I was amember of the delegation. Beyond our expecta- 
tion, the delegation had the honour to have audience of 
President Kim I] Sung. The delegation had thought it impossi- 
ble to see him, because at that time he was on his on-the-spot 
guidance tour at a distance of 6 or 7 hours’ railway journey 
from Pyongyang. 

However, he knew that we were returning to Japan. Taking 
time off his busy work, he decided to receive us. 

We left the hotel. My heart swelled for joy in the car. 

Soon I found myself picturing in my mind’s eye the image 
of the President which became familiar with me through his 
portraits I had seen everywhere meanwhile. 

I was agitated with a sensation to see President Kim I] Sung, 
the very man the Korean people respect so ardently, and with a 
tension coming from such a subconscious thought that we were 
going to see General Kim II Sung who had led the anti-Japanese 
guerrillas and the Korean People’s Army to victory in the anti- 
Japanese armed struggle and the Fatherland Liberation War. 
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Our car got into the suburbs of Pyongyang in 30 or 40 
minutes and stopped at the portal of a neat building which 
looked down on the Taedong River to the right. 

President Kim Il Sung was awaiting us at the portal. 

He warmly received us, with a broad smile, and greeted each 
with a handshake. He proposed to take a photo together for 
the memory of that day and posed for it with us. 

He showed us into a room himself. He met our delegation 
for three hours. When the audience was over, he said, ““Let’s go 
to the next room.” 

He gave a banquet in honour of our delegation that day. 

How great our emotion was! Frankly speaking, we had never 
dreamed to be given a banquet after the audience. 

There were round tables in the banquet hall. To my great 
honour, I was seated at the same table with him and at that 
opposite him. 

With a smile on his face, he glanced at each of us. 

We honoured toasts proposed by the President, our hearts 
throbbing with great emotion. 

A remarkable time passed amidst the cordial atmosphere. 

Then occurred an event by which I was taken aback. The 
President who had been glancing about him smiling, beheld me 
and asked, “‘Aren’t you Li Xiang Lan of the old days?” 

The moment I heard my old name, my heart seemed to sink 
for a great shock. 

When Korea had been under the occupation of the Japanese 
imperialists, I passed for a singer under the name of Li Xiang 
Lan and travelled Manchuria and Korea to sing for Japanese 
soldiers. 

That time I had no particular opinion on such my life. But I 
started feeling sorry for the Korean people, recognizing my 
share in the great wrong done to them, upon the defeat of 
Japan and liberation of Korea. So, such consciousness caused 
me to feel guilty even when I set out for a visit to Korea. 
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Well aware of such my feeling, none of my companions 
mentioned my past life and called me only by the name of 
Yoshiko Otaka, member of the House of Councilors, during our 
stay in Korea. In a nutshell, none dared to open up my old 
wounds. It was natural for them to be afraid lest they should 
aggravate the situation by meddling in thoughtlessly. As for 
myself, I, as a woman, was wary of laying my past before the 
Korean people for their censorship. 

I was at the same table with the President, uneasy with such 
a thought, when he suddenly asked me if I had been “‘Li Xiang 
Lan.” I was perplexed. 

I could not contain myself for amazement. I was quite at a 
loss what to do and felt like sneaking out of the hall or diving 
under the table to conceal my face and body. 

It seemed to me all the eyes in the hall were on me. 

Presently the President said in soft tune, “I knew your name 
through magazines and films that time.” 

The President smiled as if he saw through my mind and said: 

“Life does not consist of work alone. There are also song 
and dance in life. They are very important as well.” 

I heard his words with great emotion. “There are also song 
and dance in life.” How meaningful and affectionate words 
they are! 

I felt in his words the lofty human love with which he saw 
through my mind feeling guilty for my erroneous past life 
towards the Korean people and tenderly dealt my raw spot. It 
was not only I but all my companions who were moved to 
witness his incomparable generosity and magnanimity because 
of which he let bygones be bygones setting great store by the 
present. 

I raised my wet eyes and looked up at him with heartfelt 
thanks in my mind. The worried look which momentarily had 
come into the eyes of all men of our party died away soon and 
their faces brightened up again. 
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Indeed, the President is a great man possessed of a warm 
heart who sees through others’ minds and looks after them with 
tender care giving them bright lights and laughter. 

I had neither seen nor heard of such a great leader of magna- 
nimity and lofty virtues as President Kim I] Sung by that time. 

After seeing him I could understand well why the Korean 
people hold him in high esteem as the sun of the nation and 
their benign father. 

That day he asked me in an affable tune, “Still do you 
remember any Korean song?” 

I answered him, ‘‘I know the folk song “Toraji’ still now, but 
it has elapsed too long a time for me to recite its words fully.” 

Here my fellow members asked me as one to sing a song for 
him. 

I had been a singer when young. But after the lapse of 
decades I was too old now to be a vocalist and at that was at a 
loss what to sing, afraid of a possible blunder. 

The President was pleased to hear them persuading me. He 
even clapped his hands. It much encouraged me. I felt I had no 
excuse any longer for dallying away. 

I rose from my seat and, bowing to him, said that I would 
recite a Japanese folk song instead of the ““Toraji.”’ 

I was so much excited that my body started quivering and 
suddenly I felt as if my sight were waning. Under such a 
condition, a melody was coming out from between my lips. 
But I could not understand at what a melodic interval I was 
singing. I barely could hear my own voice as I had sung three or 
four bars. And then it occurred to me that I was singing before 
President Kim II Sung. 

Now I strove to sing each bar more naturally, decently. But 
something hot came up in my heart irresistibly, my eyes blurred 
and I could not sing in tune. 

All the singers of the world, if asked when they feel happiest 
in life, will answer without exception that they feel so as 
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acclaimed by audience on the spectacular stage. 

I had felt likewise when I was a singer myself. I had felt 
happiest myself when acclaimed by the audience. 

However, the emotion and happiness I felt that day was quite 
new to me, which I had never experienced even in the thunder- 
ous applauses of my audiences before. 

The atmosphere of the banquet hall grew more cordial and 
my heart was full of joy. 

Frankly speaking, in the first days of my sojourn in Korea I 
had not understood in a right light the fervent loyalty of the 
Korean people to President Kim I] Sung. 

However, I gradually started understanding their fervent 
respect for him as days went by; I heard from them many 
stories about his cherishing care for them and particularly I had 
the chance to meet him. 

I held it very natural that they esteemed and followed him 
because he is a great man who, considerate and frank, devotes 
his all to them. 

During my stay in the Republic I saw with my own eyes the 
bright looks of happy people and children and brilliant suc- 
cesses attained in the socialist construction. It caused me to 
realize that they were the results of the wise leadership and 
great love of infinitely benign and generous President 
Kim I] Sung and the monolithic unity of the people under such 
a wise leader. 

In the Republic I heard the following story. 

The President once visited an apartment house in Pyongyang 
on a winter day to see the life of people himself. He inspected 
the heating system of the house and asked the inhabitants how 
they thought of that heating system in comparison with the 
floor-heating Korean system. A woman answered that she 
preferred the floor-heating system. He lent his ears to her 
candid opinion and instructed the official concerned to intro- 
duce the floor-heating system also in modern apartment houses, 
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thus satisfying her desire. 

Hearing this story I could not but realize anew how deeply 
the President cared for each nook and corner of the people’s 
livelihood. 

The Republic I saw was the people’s paradise flowering out 
under his cherishing care. 

I inspected also the Chongsan Cooperative Farm. 

They told us that women worked as much as men did in the 
fields. So, I raised a question, saying it was unbelievable to me 
because women have children to look after. 

The woman chairman of the managing board of the farm said 
it was a needless worry and took us to a nursery. The nursery 
was appointed finely. Some children were romping about in a 
spacious courtyard, a child was playing piano and some others 
were frolicking in a swimming pool, all faces aglow with joy and 
happiness. They told me women could work with no worry 
about their children. 

Being a female politician myself, I listened with great interest 
to their accounts of the women question. But such was a 
reality seen also anywhere else. In factories a nursery is opened, 
they said, if there are three or more working women who have 
children and nurses trained in specialized college take care of 
children. 

I also went to a weekly nursery. 

It had a well-appointed indoor stadium in which children 
could romp about even on arainy day, a piano room, a room in 
which drawing is taught, bed rooms and study rooms. Children 
played, studied or sang in groups of ten or so. 

Living in the weekly nursery were children ranging from the 
3-year- to the 5-year-old. Younger children were left with a 
nursery at mothers’ working place and older children were 
enrolled in kindergarten or school. In short, all children are 
raised insuitable ways according to their ages, from the cradle to 
the school age. 
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Like this all necessary conditions are provided for women so 
that they can participate in the construction of the country 
equally with men as a member of society, with no worries 
whatsoever thanks to state benefits. 

Not only that, the state undertakes itself the education of 
students, provides patients with free medical services and builds 
modem dwelling houses for people. How happy people are! 

Indeed I felt envy of those people living under the social 
system of the Republic which prospers under the cherishing 
care of the President. And I say who are the happiest in the 
Republic are children. 

I went to the Pyongyang Students and Children’s Palace. It 
was literally a palace. We saw there the performance made by 
students in our honour. Their high artistic talents much 
surprised me. 

They were acquitting themselves well in emotional education. 
All students could play a musical instrument each and were 
acquisitors of more than one technical skill. 

The palace was well-appointed for all fields of scientific 
research work, so that students could cultivate their talents in 
all domains and spheres according to their hopes. 

The sight of such wonderful things reminded me at once of 
the profound love of the President for children, who calls them 
the “king” of the country and stints nothing for them. 

True, President Kim I] Sung is the benign father to people, 
who devotes his all to them caring about all problems arising in 
revolution and construction with deep love for them. 

During our sojourn in the Republic, Pyongyang was boiling 
with construction of such new streets as the Ragwon and Pipa 
Streets on the eve of the 30th birthday of the Workers’ Party 
of Korea. And there too could we see his solicitude for people 
blossoming out brilliantly into a reality. 

While building new streets, they began with laying out parks. 

They planted trees first, then built playground for children 
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and dug ponds, set benches for old folks and paved paths before 
they erected apartment houses. 

It was during a lunch break when we visited a construction 
site. We heard here and there merry singing voices to rhythmi- 
cal tunes. Art troupe members were performing before 
constructors. 

All this made me realize newly the profundity and weight of 
President Kim I] Sung’s words that there are also song and 
dance in life, and seemed to me to render his image nobler and 
holier, the image of the very man who built the ever-advancing 
country, with fathomless love for people, the country good to 
live in, where people live and work merrily and optimistically. 

That day we took leave of him at the banquet hall. He shook 
hands with us one by one and kindly advised us to come in 
autumn next time so that we might admire the beauty of Mt. 
Kumgang. I promised him, ‘“‘When I come next time, I’Il sing a 
Korean song.”’ 

I, back in Japan, set a photo in my office, a photo of the 
President who had listened to my song and exchanged toasts 
with me. 

Whenever I look up at his photo, I always feel happy with the 
unforgettable memory of that day I met him. 

As days go by, my desire gains in strength, the desire to 
revisit the Republic and sing a Korean song before him as I 
promised to. 
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PRESIDENT KIM IL SUNG 
AND THE KOREAN WOMEN 


Sumiko Shimizu 


Director of the Japan Women’s 
Association 


I visited the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea on two 
occasions—in October 1972 and in September 1978. 

My first visit to Korea coincided with the time when vigorous 
efforts were being exerted to fulfil the three major tasks of the 
technical revolution, the tasks ‘“‘to eliminate the difference 
between heavy and light labour’’, “‘to narrow down the distinc- 
tion between agricultural and industrial labour”’ and “to free 
women from the heavy burden of household work”, under the 
Six-Year Plan for Socialist Economic Construction which had 
been started in 1971. 

I visited her for the second time when the Korean people 
turned out to fulfil the Second Seven-Year Plan after having 
carried out the Six-Year Plan at the speed of Chollima. We 
arrived there immediately after the colourful functions held in 
celebration of the 30th anniversary of the founding of the 
DPRK. 

I believe that every one who visits the Republic with little 
preliminary knowledge of it, would express his admiration for it 
in his report he would make on the tour after return home. 

When the visitors leave the Republic they feel their spirit 
somewhat ennobled. I was no exception. When asked of their 
impressions of the Republic, they would unanimously speak 
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highly of it. 

Why? Why does this land of Juche attract so many people? 
What changes are taking place there? 

With these questions in mind people would feel a burning 
urge to go and see the reality of the Republic, [ think. Many 
Japanese who have been to the DPRK, having no idea of it, are 
all unsparing of their praise for it, realizing it is so good a 
country. 

The reality of the Republic was a revelation to us who lived 
in Japan where illegal accumulation of wealth, murder, and 
inflation are everyday occurrence. In my youth I was very 
sensitive, but now I am hardly affected at any news carried in 
the newspaper or by anything. 

However, during my stay in the Republic I could spend really 
impressive days after a long interval and I could not but think 
of the realities of Japan. I realized that I myself was infected 
with the capitalist way of life. On our way back home my 
fellow travellers all rejoiced much over the fact that I became 
lively responsive again. 

In the Republic I saw the model of socialism for the first 
time in my life and got vivid impressions about what socialism 
was like. All things in its society—towns and villages, streets 
and dwelling houses, their environment and others—are very 
neat and beautiful. All the citizens of the Republic have jobs 
and give full play to their independent and creative qualities in 
their work. I think it a very good thing that they study while 
working. On this basis, they have put it forward as a nation- 
wide task to “‘train one million intellectuals” and are striving to 
acquire more than one kind of technical skill. Acquiring tech- 
nology means to conduct the construction of one’s country 
with one’s own technique, thereby making a contribution to it 
and becoming a true master of the country. 

All the people of the Republic have a high level of artistic 
attainments and are provided with every condition for leaning 
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from childhood. 

We Japanese feel very much embarrassed in case Koreans ask 
us to sing a song for them. It is because we are not accustomed 
to expressing our feelings or singing songs collectively in our life 
and our artistic achievements are so low that we can hardly sing 
in tune. In this respect, too, I felt keenly we lagged behind 
them. 

On the contrary, everybody in the Republic is able to sing 
and equipped with various skills just as if he were a specialist. 
Like this people are being trained into men of a new type in the 
Republic. 

Children of Korea are very polite. We earnestly wish to bring 
up our children to be well-mannered, but the trouble is that it is 
hardly possible for us to cultivate good morals and an excellent 
humane spirit in them in Japan. But the Korean children are 
well-bred. Their good manners are voluntary and all the citizens 
educate their children in the spirit that they are masters of the 
country, which left a deep impression upon us. 

The women of the Republic have pride as educators who rear 
such children. From this alone it can be said that the Korean 
women are leading a life free from all manner of oppression and 
humiliation. 

The Japanese women including me all like to dress up. 

But the beauty of the women of the Republic lies in that 
they are kind-hearted, humane and sociable and have lofty 
qualities attracting strangers. 

If only we simply sit face to face with people of the 
Republic, their friendly feelings strike us. 

The people of the Republic are firmly united. What im- 
pressed me greatly during only two week’s stay was people, not 
goods on display in stores and dishes unlike in other countries 
(of course, I have high opinion of the Korean dishes). 

I was quite delighted to find a new feature. It is because it 
gives expression to an advantage inherent in the socialist system, 
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which gives us a new hope. So, people are all greatly impressed 
by it and appraise it highly. 

The Korean women are elegant. They are fighting to achieve 
the country’s reunification against the US imperialists’ splitting 
machinations. And the entire people are pushing the socialist 
revolution and construction. 

The revolutionary spirit of the Koreans is so high that it is 
too numerous to cite its examples. 

Those accompanying us were Women’s Union functionaries. 
They were able cadres and revolutionary soldiers working to 
promote the socialist revolution and construction in the 
Republic. 

While living together with them for two weeks, we learned 
really as much as we could at a large socialist school for a few 
years. In this sense, we felt deeply our mind cleaned and 
purified. 

An impression of men-centred society was produced not only 
by definite persons but also by all spheres of social and domes- 
tic life such as politics, economy, law, social insurance, educa- 
tion and labour. 

At first some of our party had doubts and sought to look 
into the backside more closely, but toward the end of our 
itinerary they came to think that they should give up such a 
capitalist attitude. 

In the course of inspection we would ask, “How much did 
this building cost?” Like this, we never opened our mouths 
but we questioned in terms of money. 

Though we do not notice it ourselves, we in capitalist society 
are accustomed to estimating the value of everything by money. 

Asked such a question, people in the Republic would answer 
“Well, I don’t know how much money it cost.” This is quite 
natural because it cannot be computed in money. 

There are a lot of edifices which were built, without pay, by 
the voluntary labour of the people for the socialist revolution 
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and construction, that is, by the revolutionary zeal of the 
people who participated Voluntarily in their construction aftera 
day’s productive work. It is, therefore, out of the question to 
consider how much money and time was needed for the con- 
struction of a building like in Japan. 

In the course of raising such pointless questions we came to 
realize how deeply we were captivated with the “money’- 
centred view of value. We wondered how Japanese people 
became such men of capitalist type. 

In the Republic it can be seen anywhere and anytime that the 
theory of man’s being the master of society if being translated 
into reality. 

In Japanese society too can be seen political slogans or books 
advocating that man is the master of society. We of course have 
high opinion of such a slogan or principle itself. But when we 
witnessed it was being carried into effect in the Republic we 
came to have great expectations. It was, I think, probably 
because we have a special interest in and derive a great hope 
from the fact that there was a leader personally guiding that 
work. 

In Japan some people say that President Kim I] Sung is 
deified so that he is placed on a higher position than an 
emperor. We, too, entertained such a doubt in our mind even 
till the passage of half a time of our sojourn in the Republic. 

However, those who visit the Republic will surely understand 
that he is not worshipped as a god. 

President Kim [1 Sung is a distinguished theoretician and 
thinker. The philosophy of the Juche idea itself is a theory and 
ideology, and a universal idea for the liberation of the world’s 
people. One who begins to study the Juche idea will soon 
become captivated by it, I suppose. There are many people, I 
think, who have experienced that the Juche idea gives them 
much help. As is known to all, President Kim I] Sung is a 
practician who applies the Juche idea in the reality. And he 
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himself personifies it as a revolutionary of communist type. 

The respect and love the women and people in the Republic 
entertain for the President is by no means a feeling created 
easily or established through a textbook. 

Those visiting the Republic are all moved deeply to see new 
people, new towns and the vibrant reality of revolution. Partic- 
ularly, those who are honoured to have an audience of the 
President get deeply impressed then and there. 

The audience of a Head of State generally reminds one of a 
very serious scene. Before reception by the President we some- 
what stiffened. 

However, when we went up in a lift to the floor where there 
was a reception room, we found the President waiting for us in 
front of a lift. 

“How are you? I’m glad to meet you,” he said and shook 
hands with each one of us. We were embarrassed. 

It is said that this is not a special favour, but is the way he 
addresses himself to every person. This quality, I deeply 
realized, can be possessed only by such a man who is always 
among the people and works with them for the revolution. 

One day at our lodging the official accompanying us told us 
that that day, too, the President had asked her by phone: 
““How’s the health of the guests? What dishes are served for 
them? What is the daily routine? Isn’t today’s schedule too 
tight? How about making it this way?...” Thus saying, the 
official told about the programme for that afternoon. At first 
we were incredulous, wondering whether it could be true. 

To tell the truth, such a thing cannot occur in Japan. True, 
it is possible only for a man who has personally explored the 
way for the revolution to show so meticulous concern for the 
whole aspects of the people’s life. I think that without loving 
the people and socialism from the bottom of one’s heart one 
cannot possess such a quality. 

We often witnessed such touching scenes. The President 
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granted us so impressive audience for about one hour and a 
half that while coming back to the lodging we thought we 
could now return home with satisfaction. 

It was at the time of our supper that the President made a 
phone call. 

That day a plenary meeting of the Central Committee of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea was held. That evening the President 
saw the performance of a local song and dance troupe. It was 
an opera ““Under the Benevolent Sun’’. 

The opera is based on a real story about a woman. A woman 
who lives in an area unfit for rice farming studies hard the Juche 
idea with a firm determination to devote herself to the revolu- 
tion and makes every effort to find the method of cultivating 
rice plants in that locality. But she suffers one failure after 
another. Such being the case, village folk assert that the place is 
fit only for the cultivation of red pepper from olden times and 
that her trouble goes for nothing. And they move one after 
another to other cooperative farms. Without losing heart, 
however, she continues her study while taking temperature of 
the soil late at night and improving farm tools and thus eventu- 
ally turns her farm into one doing rice cultivation. This is the 
theme of the opera. 

It is said that at first the President thought that the opera 
created by a local song and dance troupe would not be so 
excellent as to be shown to foreigners. But finding that it was 
very fine in content and performance he stopped the perform- 
ance after Act I was over and invited us by phone to see the 
opera. The President who knew that we wanted to see directly 
Korean women at work declared that the opera would give a 
great help to the Japanese women as it was based on a real story. 

We put off our supper and hurried to the theatre with delight. 

Upon arriving at the theatre we met the President who was 
out this time too in front of a lift. ‘I’m sorry I have called you 
during supper,” he said and personally showed us to our seats. 


180 


Thus we came to see the opera in the presence of the President. 
This was not a mere hospitality he offered to the guests, I 
think. In compliance with our request to show us how the 
Korean women were fighting actually for the liberation of 
women he let us see the opera, regarding it as a teaching 
material which would be helpful to us Japanese women. 

No one but a leader who is always among the people can 
conceive such an idea, I suppose. In this sense, I could get the 
idea only a true revolutionary could form, and see and instance 
of his correct guidance. I firmly believed that this was a real 
thing (though the term is impolite). 

Back in Japan we are now studying hard the Juche idea, the 
revolutionary history of Korea, the struggle of the people, the 
women’s role and so on. This is because we clearly saw such 
leadership of the President. 

It happened when the President was talking with us, asking 
about our impressions on the opera. Members of the song 
and dance troupe came in. ‘“‘Very well done. Good. Very good. 
I wish you further success,” he said, clasping their hands one by 
one. All the members of the troupe who were rural women 
were choked with tears in his embrace. He stroked their shoul- 
ders one after another as if soothing a crying child and seemed 
to be instructing, ““You’ve done well. Do better and try to 
create a more excellent opera.” 

That scene showed just the true relations between the people 
and the leader. 

It is now impossible for us working in Japan to shed tears of 
emotion in the embrace of a leader. Those relations we saw in 
Korea are brought about neither by force nor by worship of a 
man. As you all know, under the Emperor system of Japan in 
which the Emperor was rather regarded as a most deified and 
authoritative leader the people were far from being embraced 
by him or by the high-ranking government officials. 

We watched the scene through tears flowing plentifully, 
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standing motionless. It was a really moving scene. 

In the Republic the people and the leader are indeed united 
as one and the leader who brings about such unity possesses 
such a high character. And the whole society is permeated with 
warm love for people and there exists no gap between the 
superior and the inferior at all. Such being the relations bet- 
ween them, the people warmly love and respect the President 
from the bottom of their hearts. 

We considered it natural. Besides, we thought the develop- 
ment of those relations should increase the revolutionary zeal of 
the people and cultivate burning loyalty to the President among 
them. 

All the Korean people are now rising in the struggle for the 
country’s reunification and the strengthening of national unity. 
The struggle is just based on the Juche idea and signifies an 
embodiment of that idea. 

The theory on and policy for the emancipation of women 
put forward by the President is very easy to understand. 

The President highly appreciates the women’s role in the 
socialist revolution. Therefore, he pays deep attention to the 
assistance to be given to them by the State and the Party so as 
to make them fill their role. 

The President grew in a revolutionary family that had fought 
throughout generations including his grandfather, father and 
mother for the independence and liberation of Korea and he 
was ideologically influenced by his mother Kang Ban Sok, that 
is, formed the idea of living a life worthy of man and of having 
unswerving loyalty to the revolution under her influence, I 
suppose. 

By nurturing respect for his mother and receiving her educa- 
tion, I think, he realized that women, too, could contribute to 
the revolution. That is why, the President puts great trust in 
the women and entertains great expectations of them. 

The President now emphasizes that women less do amiss in 
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the socialist revolution and construction than men. 

In this respect I can confidently say so because the same is 
true of myself. Men drink frequently and sleep abundently, 
whereas women always have to work until late at night to rear 
their children and look after their household chores in addition 
to their working as much as men do. 

During the anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle and during 
the Fatherland Liberation War the Korean women fought as 
comrades of President Kim Il Sung and the women cadres are 
now standing in the forefront of the socialist revolution and 
construction. The women fulfil their duties with credit so that 
they earn great trust. In addition, they are regarded as revolu- 
tionary soldiers and comrades. This is really admirable. 

Therefore, there are many operas which are based on the 
theme of women. I do not think that they are not designed 
simply to show how to do women right. 

There is an opera entitled “A True Daughter of the Party.”’ 
The opera is based on the story about a young woman who 
devoted her life to the Party and the country’s liberation, nurs- 
ing wounded soldiers and transfusing her blood into them at the 
front line during the Fatherland Liberation War. We saw more 
than once the opera whose heroine is a nurse who discharges 
her mission to the last moment of her life. It is quite natural 
that the heroine, young girl, who is growing into a woman with 
so fervent and lofty patriotism and humanity arouses respect 
from the women and people of the Republic. 

In the Republic similar women appear in large numbers in the 
course of actual struggle and practical work. They are repre- 
sented in films or in operas. 

The President’s theory concerning the liberation of women is 
particularly easy to understand. 

After setting forth a concrete policy he carries it through to 
the end without fail. 

He does not use words too difficult to understand. 
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He explained social progress, comparing it to the wheels of 
a cart. One wheel is men and the other women. 

Society cannot make advance unless the men and women 
march ahead together. However well the one wheel of a cart 
rolls along, if the other does not go round well, the cart will be 
put out of action. Likewise, even if men alone acquit them- 
selves well, society will not be supported. Therefore, in order 
to make the women fully perform their responsibility as one 
wheel the Party and the State should free the women from the 
burden of household work and the upbringing of children and 
provide them with public assistance so that they acquire more 
technical skill and get education. Then, the women will be able 
to study by themselves and, in this course, to acquire tech- 
nology so as to increase their ability and remould themselves. 

In the Republic such measure has been taken. In 1972 when 
we visited the Republic for the first time great efforts were 
being directed to building nursery schools and many light indus- 
trial factories to rid the women of the burden of household 
chores and to introducing water supply even to remote moutain 
villages to free them from the work of carrying water jars on 
their heads. At the same time, it was concretely planned to 
provide working conditions for women with many children, set 
proper working hours for women with sick children, supply 
fragile women with part-time, soft jobs in order to make all 
women work and develop themselves without exception in the 
collectives and organizations of society. 

To help women take part in social activity does not simply 
mean to free them from the burden of household work and the 
rearing of children. Various solicitudes are extended to the 
women for the purpose. 

For their creative participation in production and social 
life women are provided with an opportunity to receive tech- 
nical education not only at schools, but also at home, factories 
and work places and through other channels. 


184 


Consequently the women are aware that they are taking 
charge of one wheel of the socialist revolution and work with 
persistence. 

I think, however, that the idea and consciousness of individ- 
ual are bound to lag behind the reform or development of a 
social system. In order to remould individuals’ ideas and 
attitude towards life it is necessary to revolutionize all members 
of society. 

How, then, should the women responsible for one wheel of 
society be revolutionized? In other words, how should they be 
trained into women equipped with socialist and communist 
ideas? This is an important issue. 

Proceeding from this, great efforts are concentrated on 
educational work. In the Republic the zeal for learning is very 
high. This helps women grow into masters of the socialist revo- 
lution. 

The revolutionization of women means that they should 
possess the fine revolutionary and communist qualities of a 
mother like Kang Ban Sok who brought up the President with 
a strict revolutionary idea. Only by so doing can they exert a 
good influence upon their children at home. 

Therefore, in order to make children possessed of fine mental 
qualities, communist ideas and traits it is very important for 
mothers to increase their role at home and, for this, to remould 
their ideological consciousness. 

Since it is women’s duty to develop socialism and bring up 
successors to the revolution, their position and role are of great 
importance. So they are making enormous efforts to fulfil 
their duty. 

Next, the trouble is that men’s viewpoint on women is back- 
ward. Though it is said that all people are equal in socialist 
society, men still have a superiority over women. It is because 
men are still under the effects of the old custom in actual life. 
It is not easy, therefore, that men give up their obsolete idea on 
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women of their own accord. Though they admit their view- 
point to be outdated in principle and allegedly endeavour to 
eliminate it, they do not easily get rid of the idea that house- 
hold work and the rearing of children are women’s jobs, and 
such an attitude towards life persists long in the home. 

If the husband-wife, male-female and human relations based 
on such an idea prevail at home, the children take them for 
granted. Hence arises the important question of transforming 
and revolutionizing one’s family along socialist lines. 

Who should take responsibility for the ideological remoulding 
of a husband? His wife is the very person for the work. If a 
wife wants to participate in social activity to learn more, she 
may ask her husband: ‘Would you cook meals today because 
I have to go to study?” ‘Would you help the children do 
lessons today?” This is the way to remould her husband into a 
member of a democratic family. 

The best way to solve the problem of remoulding the ideolo- 
gy of the old parents infected with the customs of the old 
society in conformity with socialist society is above all to 
improve relations between the mother-in-law and her daughter- 
in-law in a family, the basic unit of life. 

Thus, women play a great part in life. Accordingly, it is 
raised as an important task for women to eliminate completely 
the old capitalist ideology remaining in the minds of their 
husbands and families and the idea of submission handed down 
from Japanese imperialist rule. I think this is a very good thing. 
In Japan, a capitalist country, too, women can never carry on 
their activities without remoulding their husbands. And with- 
out educating their children that way they cannot go on their 
activities. 

Particularly in the Republic where a magnificent work is 
being carried out to realize a Juche-based society within the 
21st century through the medium of the socialist revolution and 
socialist construction the early revolutionization of women is, I 
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think, very important in revolutionizing their families quickly 
and bringing up their children to be fine communists. 

In this sense, I think President Kim I] Sung is a really brilliant 
strategist and tactician. 

The revolutionization of women now constitutes a universal 
theory and idea for the liberation of women in the world and it 
is carried into effect in our neighbouring country. This brings a 
great joy to us, champions of the movement for the liberation 
of women. 

Though we considered it a very difficult task to remould the 
ideology of women under the rule of Japanese imperialism and 
monopoly capital, we could derive great courage and hope from 
the Korean women and people who had overthrown the most 
vicious colonial rule of Japanese imperialism to win the 
country’s liberation and independence and eliminated its 
ideological aftereffects. 

We could also picture a new socialist family life which is 
even unthinkable in Japan. 

A democratic family life in which the parents, brothers and 
sisters live in harmony is considered best in Japan. 

In the Republic, however, a family composed of people of a 
communist type is no longer an ordinary family. Each of its 
members is the master of his or her own destiny. 

They were displaying their creative ability to the full with a 
determination to carry out the socialist revolution in beautiful 
Korea. As a collective of such independent individuals the 
family was a new socialist one which we had never seen before; 
it aroused a really great hope in our minds. 

In a family the husband and wife, father and mother are all 
workers. All of them study the revolutionary ideology without 
letup. And all of them have special technical knowledge and 
artistic attainments. The family is so harmonious that there are 
no days when the singing of adults and children stops. True, 
theirs is a home for equal rest and happy life. 
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Unlike our life which is full of money worries and hard 
pressed for time, theirs was a life imbued with truly revolution- 
ary spirit and traits. Through this fact I could see clearly a new 
congenial life, a new family life and the future of women’s 
liberation. 

When we had an audience of the President during our second 
visit to the Republic, we told him that we were surprised to see 
the building of socialism going on more briskly than on our first 
visit. 

Then the President said: ‘‘We have solved completely the 
problem of rearing children. We are in a position to clothe, feed 
and rear 3.5 million children. But bringing up children does not 
mean merely to clothe and feed them. Without training 
educators, that is, nurses, kindergarteners and educationists, 
to guide and rear children it is impossible to rear them well. 
Training educators was difficult. But this matter has complete- 
ly been settled. We have yet to fully carry out the task of 
freeing women from the burden of household work. We will 
advance at a more rapid pace in the future. We have just laid a 
foundation.” 

The President dwelt much on the problem of reunification. 
He spoke of the struggle for democratization in south Korea 
and the future movement in Japan. The Korean residents in 
Japan, too, are divided into pro-south Korean or other groups 
and the same is the case with their movements. He told us 
about how to launch an extensive campaign for reunification in 
the prevailing situation. He explained it in very plain terms. 

“The economy of our country is making smooth and rapid 
progress and the people have no inconvenience whatever as to 
food, clothing and housing. But they have only one thing to 
worry about. It is that the country’s reunification, the primary 
task of the nation, has not been achieved,”’ said the President. 
His words made us feel a great deal of responsibility. 

Korea’s reunification has yet to be achieved. One of the 
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main obstacles in the way of reunification is the reactionaries 
of Japan who in collusion with the US imperialists are backing 
the south Korean puppet clique in the fields of politics, econo- 
my and military affairs to perpetuate the division of Korea. We 
felt a great deal of responsibility. 

‘We have no intention to communize south Korea even in 
case the north and the south are reunified. As for a social 
system to be established in south Korean society it is at the op- 
tion of the south Korean people themselves,” said the President. 
And he added: ‘We must attain great national unity and 
realize the country’s reunification without fail. It is a very 
grateful thing that the Japanese people help us even a little.” 

Speaking of Korean residents in Japan with tender affection 
for them, the President said: “I express thanks to you for your 
constant assistance to our compatriots in Japan.” In fact there 
is nothing we have done to help them. The Japanese people’s 
struggle is at a very low stage and Korean residents in Japan 
who had suffered a hard life over a long time are living in 
contempt even now. 

Such being the situation the President is deeply concerned 
for the compatriots in Japan as well as in south Korea. He told 
us that the country should be reunified at an early date and the 
Korean nation be firmly united to apply the Juche idea, thereby 
providing all people with a happy life. His remarks made us feel 
all the more keenly our responsibility. 

I know well how deeply the President loves his people. He 
fought stubbornly against the exploiters and oppressors of the 
people and has devoted all his life to the good of the people. 
And now he always lives among the people to bring earlier the 
country’s reunification. The Korean people are fighting 
valorously under the guidance of such a great leader. I pay my 
heartfelt respects to the President and the Korean people. 

We gained boundless courage, hope and faith in the future 
from the President and the Korean people. 
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Though our women’s movement is weak, we will fight on, 
fully aware that we are human beings with independent and 
creative qualities. This determination of ours alone clearly 
shows that the President inspired full confidence in us. 

Back home, we are launching a broad campaign for studying 
the Juche idea and following the example of the Korean people. 
In this course the women’s liberation movement in Japan is 
gaining steady momentum. 

We think Korea must surely be reunified to further step up 
the liberation of women and the socialist revolution and con- 
struction. 

Under the situation where the US imperialists are ceaselessly 
perpetrating acts of armed aggression and provocation it poses 
itself as a common fighting task for us Japanese people and 
women to crush them, I suppose. 

Besides, we Japanese people should reaffirm that the struggle 
to make the Japanese Government desist from pursuing a hostile 
policy towards Korea and to realize Korea’s reunification is 
making for defending peace and democracy in Japan and 
advancing the women’s liberation movement. 

We are deeply grateful for having learned much from the 
fighting Korean people and firmly established the ties of 
solidarity with them. 
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ON THE HUMANITY OF 
PRESIDENT KIM IL SUNG 


Yoshio Nishitani 


Director of ‘‘Miraisha’’ Publishing House, 
Japan 


It might be said that all of the Korean citizens in Japan 
whom we get on with at an ordinary time never fail to call at 
any time and in any circumstances President Kim I] Sung with 
the honorable title, “‘the respected leader President Kim I] Sung”’, 
expressing their feelings of loyalty and reverence for him. 
Among us Japanese there are some intellectuals who are want- 
ing in correct understanding of it. 

It was indeed a wonder that the President was so deeply 
loved and respected by the people. 

Entertaining slight doubt about it, I paid my first visit to the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea on June 1, 1970, two 
years ago. I stayed there for a month and had an opportunity 
of meeting a great number of people in all walks of life. And I 
found there, too, that all people called him “the respected 
leader.” 

In the course of my inspection tour of different parts of the 
country, I knew that socialist construction was progressing at an 
amazing pace in all domains and saw every worker, farmer, 
woman, student and child working very cheerfully and studying 
hard with a bright-hued hope of the future. These convinced 
me that politics in this country was really good. 

I thought that President Kim II Sung who had all along 
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taken the leadership of it was a man far greater than I had 
heard of. I had learned much from various documents and 
materials and could have also formed a rough idea of President 
Kim [1 Sung’s personality. 

Before I left Japan I had harbored an ardent desire to meet 
the great leader somehow even for a little while and kept it 
since I set foot on the soil of the Republic. And I asked for it 
through an official channel. On the evening of June 23, the day 
before the end of my three weeks’ stay, I got my wish at last. 
That is to say, I was given an opportunity of meeting the 
President. An interview with the President was as great an event 
for me as a bolt from the blue, for I had considered it almost 
hopeless. 

Speaking of the period around June, 1970, it was the time 
when visit to the Republic from Japan was a rarity except for 
the case of a small number of persons engaged in foreign trade. 
Then it was not officially approved in our country. Today the 
relations between Korea and Japan are developing on an amica- 
ble basis, but at that time, two and a half years ago, one’s being 
invited to the Republic, far from meeting the President, was 
difficult to realize. So my excitement was really great. 

I recall with deep emotion my one-month sojourn in the 
Republic two and a half years ago. Still vivid in my memory 
is the time when I was received by the President. Such a happy 
moment will never occur to me again for the rest of my life, I 
think. 

How eagerly I had looked forward to that day! For, the 
deeper I had come to understand the great energy displayed by 
the Korean people in construction in the course of my actual 
observation of the progress of the DPRK, the greater doubt I 
had had as to the source of that energy. It was because to get an 
idea of it had been the chief object of my visit to the Republic 
and I had had the thought that, without getting it the actual 
state of affairs in the Republic and its future could not be 
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understood. It was also because I had thought that it could 
serve as the summing up of all my knowledge got from the writ- 
ings, treatises and other publications, that I should gain an 
objective and universal understanding free from dogmatism, and 
that in grasping the actual conditions of the country nothing 
was more desirable than to acquire an understanding of its 
leader and get an all-round understanding of his personality. 

Therefore, as I thought of an interview with President 
Kim Il Sung I entertained great expectation and, at the same 
time, some apprehension. This expectation was, of course, 
what I had been holding for the President, namely, the confi- 
dent expectation that I could find in him the very motive force 
of the Republic’s progress. And the apprehension, I should say, 
was as to whether the President was “respected” in reality as 
well as in name. 

Back at home, I wrote about my interview with Premier 
Kim Il Sung under the title on the Democratic People’s Repub- 
lic of Korea. I now quietly recollect the scene of that day. The 
reception took no more than one hour and a half, but it, I dare 
say, was enough to dispel the doubts I had had so far. I was 
able to have a clear understanding of the real meaning of that 
honourable title, “respected leader President Kim Il Sung”. I 
was firm in the conviction that a revolutionary might mean such 
a person as he. My impression of President Kim Il Sung was 
that he differed in every respect from a revolutionary we had 
pictured in our minds. 

I think the interview was very important for me to under- 
stand what a revolutionary is like and what is meant by the 
revolution. Recalling the then impression, I would like to 
commit it to writing here. Because, it is, in my opinion, of 
great significance in understanding a type of revolutionary 
beyond the bound of personal experience. 

That evening, we got to the reception place at the appointed 
time. Stepping off the elevator, we unexpectedly found the 
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President standing there with a broad smile. His face clearly 
revealed his feeling of hearty welcome. He gave us a squeeze 
and then urged a cameraman to take a souvenir picture and 
posed for it with us. He did not put on airs at all and was really 
free and easy. I found myself next to his splendid build which 
I had seen in the picture. Thus began our long-desired interview 
with the President. We were ushered straight into the reception 
room. The President was kind enough to repeatedly offer tea 
and cakes. The one-and-a-half-hour interview proceeded at the 
pace set by the President, and we hung on his lips so as not to 
miss even a single word. Beginning with the military situation 
in Asia, he went into various internal problems. Space does not 
allow me to give a full detail of his remarks. And I refrain from 
going deeper into them, as it means digressing from the subject 
of this writing. Here I only give their outline as follows. 

The President apologized for the delay of the interview on 
account of the Korean visit of Samdech Norodom Sihanouk and 
referred to the military and political situation involving the 
three Indochinese countries, the solidarity with the peoples of 
these countries and assistance and support to them, the Pueblo 
case, the incident of intrusion by an EC-121 plane, the case of 
the south Korean warships’ recent intrusion into the territorial 
waters on the sea off Haeju on the west coast and other provoc- 
ative acts of the south Korean army. He said that military ten- 
sion had forced a huge amount of national defence expenditure. 
He stressed that if the US aggressor troops pulled out, the 
peaceful reunification of the north and the south would be 
achieved and, in that case, military expenditure be instantly 
reduced by wide margin to be applied even from the following 
day to expanding educational establishments and promoting 
people’s welfare. Moreover, the President spoke about the 
universal compulsory 9-year technical education system, about 
educational expenditure which held a large proportion of the 
budgetary outlay since much consideration was given to educa- 
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tion, about various policies adopted for the betterment of the 
people’s daily life and about the fact that, to that end, efforts 
were focussed on light industry as well as heavy industry. In 
particular, he showed a deep concern for the south Korean 
people languishing in dire distress and for the life of the Korean 
citizens in Japan and paid keen attention to the latter’s struggle 
to defend their rights. Referring to the ardent desire for the 
peaceful reunification of north and south Korea, the President 
scathingly denounced those standing in its way. Then he 
stressed: “We are promoting construction while consistently 
championing peace. But, if foreign enemy provokes us, we will 
destroy him at one stroke through national mobilization. We 
have enough strength for that. Nevertheless, we do not 
provoke others first and our armaments are on all accounts 
aimed at defence.”’ He said in an angry tone that there was no 
reason why the north and south Korean people, a homogeneous 
nation with the same language, could not establish a single state 
and, therefore, that the withdrawal of the US aggressor troops 
who were abusing the name of the UN was an essential condi- 
tion for peaceful reunification. This meant that the Korean na- 
tion was fully able to attain the :reunification with its own 
efforts without depending on the UN. Referring to the major 
tasks of the Fifth Congress of the Workers’ Party of Korea 
which was to be opened on November 2, the President ex- 
plained how to eliminate the distinction between heavy and 
light labour and between industrial and agricultural labour and 
how to free women from the burden of household chores. 
Towards the close of his remarks, he touched upon the Yodogo 
incident. He paid deep concern for the students and their 
families, at which we were greatly moved. It must be said that 
it is a deep love for human beings. We offered him our heartfelt 
apology and thanks for it. 

I was surprised at the deep and sonorous voice of President 
Kim ‘Il Sung. Such a resonant voice added dignity to his person- 
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ality. When he smiled, we felt as if we were enjoying the spring 
sunshine warming our heart. He looked so young that no one 
could believe that he was 57 years old. As he spoke, his sturdy 
body swayed back and forth, right and left, and, at times, 
leaned back in the sofa. His open-hearted, unreserved way of 
talking and his art of frank and confidential conversation were 
enough to carry his listeners. His manner was, indeed, popular 
and earnest. Such a leader could never be found anywhere else, 
I thought. The voice was deeply permeated with the history of 
fierece struggle in which he had all along led and encouraged the 
entire people and army in the course of the anti-Japanese armed 
struggle for 15 years and in the Korean war which was started in 
1950, shortly after independence. It could not be interpreted 
otherwise. His gentle-looking countenance showed not a spark 
of affectation of celebrated head and leader of astate. He was, 
I might say, just like a common citizen. He might possess a 
fiery fighting spirit, the self-confidence of a leader and a gentle 
yet firm disposition. It has been often reported in the foreign 
press that the President is “‘one of the outstanding leaders of the 
world revolutionary movement, born of the 20th century”. I 
myself felt he was really well worthy of the title. A man of 
high intelligence and prudence with a boundless affection for 
the people and the country, and a strategist-tactician of brilliant 
wisdom and rich experience which had so far been demon- 
strated on many occasions, President Kim I! Sung, I thought, 
was certainly a revolutionary with no parallel. 

His speech was very explicit, persuasive and fluent. Of course, 
he had no notes to refer to. To our amazement, he enumerated 
concrete figures one after another without even consulting a 
memo. Adroitly enough, he punctuated his speech at brief 
intervals for a prompt interpretation. And the interpreter spoke 
masterly Japanese. He seemed to have a relish for delicate 
Japanese expressions. He interpreted the President’s words as 
promptly as in the case of simultaneous interpretation. The 


196 


above is my naive description of the impressions I gained in the 
interview with the President. In its course, I could get an idea 
of his personality and was amazed at its magnetic charm. 

I hear the President very often gives guidance on the spot. 
He visits factories, villages, schools, hospitals, creches and all 
other places without formality and gets knee to knee with 
workers, peasants, patients, children, students, working women 
and other people there before he meets cadres and management 
personnel. He learns a great deal of lessons from it and refers to 
them in mapping out future policies. There are many places 
where he gave on-the-spot guidance dozens of times. The on- 
the-spot guidance at the Kangson Steel Works and the Chongsan 
Cooperative Farm is very well known. After his triumphant 
return to the fatherland in 1945, he drove past Mangyongdae, 
his dear native place within a calling distance, to visit the 
Kangson Steel Works. ‘This well-known anecdote will be told 
and retold to all posterity. It only touches our hearts deeply. 
His mind must have been enthralled by the only thought of 
liberation and development of his country. 

I met the President only once personally, and that for no 
more than one hour and a half. Indirectly, I did two times or 
so. It might be impudent to give a general picture of his 
personality after such a short interview, and this might be open 
to the charge of being prejudiced. I could actually observe the 
progress made by the Republic and have an understanding of 
the President’s distinguished leadership. But I might not be the 
right man to tell the whole aspect of the Republic’s progress 
and the details of the President’s personality and outstanding 
leadership, because I stayed there for only 30 days and met and 
visited a limited number of persons and places. But, in spite of 
such limitations, it can be said that my one-month sojourn, 
inspection of a limited number of places and one-and-a-half- 
hour interview with President Kim Il Sung were by no means 
insufficient to grasp the advance of the Republic, its motive 
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force, the magnetic charm of the President who is standing on 
the highest pinnacle of everything, and the Juche idea, his out- 
standing guiding idea. This is my firm belief. 

As I have already mentioned, I had some doubt about the 
fact that the people of the Republic and the Koreans in Japan 
generally call the President with the honourable title 
“‘respected’’. But later, I wrote that all doubt disappeared. 
Now, I want to delve into its meaning again. 

In connection with the feelings of loyalty and reverence the 
people of the Republic have for the President, there may be 
special conditions and reasons surpassing our imagination. I 
think this must be comprehended. What is meant by that? The 
great role played by President Kim II] Sung in founding and 
further developing the Republic can be understood in its true 
light only through an understanding of the details of its history 
and reality and general consideration proves ineffective here. 
And I consider that without fully understanding the facts about 
the self-sacrificingness of the President, it might be also impossi- 
ble to get to the bottom of the matter. 

For about 100 years the Korean nation suffered repeated 
foreign invasions, oppressions and subjugations. It resisted 
them stubbornly by waging relentless struggles, and at the 
bottom of these lay its strong mental power and perseverance. 
Moreover, it underwent a sore trial while fighting an armed 
struggle against 36-year-long Japanese colonial rule, tyranny and 
indescribably severe suppression. In this course, the President 
applied the brilliant strategy and tactics, played a great role in 
founding the DPRK, an independent state, which the Korean 
nation had aspired after even in its dream for so long years. He 
demonstrated his remarkable leadership ability and steel-strong 
indomitable will during the Fatherland Liberation War (the 
Korean War) which started in 1950. Viewed from this, it is 
natural that President Kim Il Sung is looked up to as the 
brilliant sun by the Korean people who has a great task to 
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accomplish, that is, the independent, peaceful reunification of 
north and south Korea. It is also natural that they express their 
boundless gratitude to him. In order to free itself from the 
long-drawn colonial rule and build a new socialist state, the 
Korean nation could not but wait eagerly for the preeminent 
leadership of President Kim Il Sung, a hero, a revolutionary. 

Having no regard for himself, he has served the people and 
the country and showed a boundless love for them, desired the 
people’s happiness and the development of the country most of 
all, and considered them to be his greatest mission. It is proper 
to say that these outstanding leadership ability and humanism 
well deserve the Korean people’s undivided reverence and 
respect. With regard to the relations between the President and 
the people, two splendid books have already been published. 
One is the “For the Freedom and Liberation of the Korean 
People” which records the history of the past anti-Japanese 
armed struggle. The other is the ““Among the People” on the 
President’s present relations with the people. (Both were 
published by Miraisha.) 

It is needless to say that he is distinguished in military and 
political leadership ability. But I would like to appraise his 
overflowing affection for people more than that. I realized 
that such conditions which are beyond our imagination called 
forth the loyalty of the entire Korean people, gave birth at last 
to a leader, a revolutionary, and made him appear before us as 
the “‘respected leader”. I mentioned much about the honoura- 
ble title of the ‘‘respected leader’’, because I saw in this title the 
personality of a brand-new revolutionary and because I thought 
the title constituted a very important factor in gaining a picture 
of the pattern of a revolutionary which was materialized for the 
first time in the DPRK. 

I think the most distinctive feature that characterizes 
President Kim II] Sung as a revolutionary finds its symbolic 
expression in the title of the “respected leader’ which the 
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entire people call him. Deep love for the entire people and 
lofty humanism—these are the striking characteristic features 
distinguishing President Kim Il Sung from other revolutionaries, 
and it is for this reason that the term of the ‘“‘respected leader”’ 
finds an echo in our hearts with a special meaning. 

It is a saying that future belongs to youth. Youth influences 
the national destinies. Therefore, it is an important question 
how to give the younger generation a good education. In this 
sense, I paid the greatest attention to the education of youth 
and children in the Republic. 

There, people say, “Children are kings.”” During my sojourn 
there, I visited twice the Students and Children’s Palace. 
Demonstrating its majestic appearance, it stands on a hillock 
named Changdae rising in the central part of Pyongyang, that is, 
in the main street where there are the Kim Il Sung Square and 
many other multistoreyed buildings. 

True to its name, the building impressed me as a real palace: 
its walls and columns were all made of polished marble, the 
corridors laid with red carpets, and gorgeous chandeliers shining 
bright. Every day as many as 15,000 boys and girls are said to 
participate in circle activities in the palace. More than 60 kinds 
of circles are active under the guidance of experts. 

When I first saw the Students and Children’s Palace on the 
spot, I was struck with admiration at its rich content, as well as 
at its grand scale, though already in Japan I had often heard 
about it and seen it in pictures. It really was a “palace” far sur- 
passing my imagination. I could realize keenly what President 
Kim Il Sung had in mind when he said that he should spare no 
expense for the sake of the children, because “‘they are the 
kings”. How happy the young boys and girls in the Republic 
are! Thanks to such an outstanding leader, they are growing up 
happily. As I give more thoughts to the actual state of educa- 
tion in Japan, I am only struck dumb with astonishment at find- 
ing so stupendous a gap. This also affords striking evidence of 
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the superiority of the socialist system and the inferiority of the 
capitalist system, I may say, but I rather feel that I have very 
clearly realized distinct difference in the qualities of leaders. 
Every major city of the Republic, to say nothing of Pyongyang, 
has a splendid students and children’s palace built on a scale 
suitable for it. The students and children’s palaces are not the 
only places that confirm the fact that children are made kings. 
During my stay in Pyongyang I visited a creche, a kindergarten, 
a primary school, as well as Kim Ii Sung University and the 
Pyongyang Conservatoire, and each of them gave ample proof 
of it. Through them I could have a good idea of how much 
effort was directed to the education of the youth and children 
in the Republic. I could not but feel admiration for the 
wonderful, flawless educational facilities and system, including 
the universal compulsory nine-year technical education. Here, 
too, I was able to clearly perceive the victory for the education- 
al policy of the Workers’ Party and the Government of the 
Republic headed by President Kim I] Sung. 

At the interview with me, the President referred to the fact 
that the state’s spendings on public education, as well as on 
national defence, formed a large proportion of its budget. Il 
could confirm this during my personal tour of inspection of 
educational establishments in different places. A great task 
confronting socialist Korea is, I think, how to hand down the 
revolutionary traditions to the new generation on the basis of 
her achievements in the revolution and construction. 

One day during my sojourn in Pyongyang, the Vice-Chairman 
of the Relief Committee for Overseas Compatriots invited me to 
a gathering. He took the occasion to dwell on the profound 
concern shown by the President for the education of the 
children of Korean citizens in Japan. As is already known, an 
educational fund amounting to several hundred million yen has 
been remitted every year in the name of the President, and its 
total amount runs into ten thousand and more million yen. The 
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deep solicitude shown by the President for the education of the 
children of his overseas compatriots in faraway Japan not only 
boundlessly inspires the Korean nationals here, but also deeply 
touches the hearts of the Japanese. 

It may well be said that such an educational policy and the 
excellent educational facilities are more than enough to demon- 
strate that the future of the Republic is entrusted to the youth 
and children. That is why, I believe, the children are regarded 
as “‘kings” and held very much dear. The future of the Repub- 
lic is very beautifully dyed in rose pink, I should say. 

At the mass demonstration held on June 25, the “Day of 
Struggle against US Imperialism’, I could closely observe the 
women’s intense loyalty to and their profound reverence for the 
President and was forced to tears. Through the history of 
Korea, we know that the Korean women had been subjected to 
a humiliating, discriminative life in prolonged feudal society and 
under the foreign domination and subjugation lasting nearly 50 
years at that. As I thought of it, I could fully understand the 
day’s impressive scene that women were heartily rejoicing over 
their emancipation and extending their gratitude to the 
President. Since the President had delivered the women from 
all kinds of shackles and given them human dignity like men, it 
was quite natural for them to extend warm thanks to him for 
his profound solicitude. I gained a very good understanding of 
the fact that it was none other than the President who enhanced 
the women’s social status and gave them human freedom. 

I would like to speak highly of his lofty humanism above 
anything else. It finds its clear expression in the internal and 
external policies. Facts told me that the Juche idea originated 
by the President has penetrated deep into all domains—politics, 
the economy, military affairs, diplomacy, education, medical 
service, art, physical culture and sports, etc.—and that it under- 
lies progress in every domain. 

His love for the people and for the fatherland is extended 
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also to the fellow countrymen in south Korea, which will be 
united with the north in not a distant future. 

Here I am impelled to review the Juche idea which underlies 
the progress of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea. I 
had learned that the Juche idea, a profound philosophical 
ideology, owed its origin to the love for the human being. 
Indeed, the Juche idea can be said to be an idea of epochal 
significance, in that it not only showed the Korean people the 
way to national liberation but has indicated the path to human 
emancipation for all mankind. In essence, it is based on the 
universal humanism permeated with the profound love for the 
nation and for the human being. 

It goes without saying that President Kim Il Sung’s Juche 
idea, which underlies the great progress of the DPRK, is an 
idea that attaches the greatest importance to people. Yet, a 
variety of literature has of late been made public to give a more 
profound exposition in this regard. 

Answering the questions raised by the journalists of Mainichi 
Shimbun on September 17, this year, the President said: 

‘In a nutshell, the idea of Juche means that the masters of 
the revolution and the work of construction are the masses of 
the people and that they are also the motive force of the 
revolution and the work of construction. In other words, one 
is responsible for one’s own destiny and one has also the 
capacity for hewing out one’s own destiny. 

“In the course of my struggle for the freedom and inde- 
pendence of our country I came to a firm conviction that we 
must and could work out our own destiny with our own efforts. 

‘“‘Through this course we have been more deeply convinced 
that the correct stand and attitude to maintain in revolution 
and construction is to settle all problems in the interests of our 
people and in conformity with the specific conditions of our 
country, believing in and relying on our own strength with the 
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consciousness as the masters of the revolution.” 

The Juche idea is embodied into independence in politics, 
self-reliance in the economy and self-reliance in national 
defence. This is widely known in Japan, too. The Juche idea 
has borne fine fruits in all domains in the Republic, including 
politics, the economy and national defence. It has already 
been widely known in Japan how the Juche idea has been 
blossoming out in the fields of military affairs, diplomacy, 
education, medicine, science, physical culture and sports, etc. 
In diplomacy in particular, the principle of Juche has been 
applied splendidly even in the midst of international tension. 

The President said, ‘“The most urgent problem facing us at 
present in embodying the Juche idea in the Korean revolution is 
that of bringing about the independent, peaceful reunification 
of that of bringing about the independent, peaceful reunifica- 
tion of our country.” 

It may be said that these words of his reflect the long- 
cherished desire of the Korean people. 

I have written that one trait to be found in President 
Kim Il Sung as a revolutionary is his deep love for the people 
and his lofty humanism, and the other is his Juche idea. But it 
is clearly pointed out in his answers to the questions raised by 
the journalists of Mainichi Shimbun that that humanism and his 
Juche idea derive from the same root. This was a great dis- 
covery for me. 

The President further said: 

“We proposed the three major tasks of the technical revolu- 
tion as our goal in emancipating our people from arduous 
labour; we did this instead of merely referring in general terms 
to the development of heavy industry or light industry. This 
clearly testifies to our Party’s consistent standpoint that 
economic construction or technical revolution should not be 
designed for its own sake but should serve as the means to 
provide the people with fruitful lives as the masters of the state 
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and society. Attaching the greatest importance to people in 
every respect and serving them—this is precisely the requirement 
of the Juche idea.”’ 

‘The basis of the Juche idea is that man is the master of all 
things and the decisive factor in everything. Remaking nature 
and society is also for people and it is work done by them. Man 
is the most precious treasure in the world and he is also the 
most powerful. All our work is for the people and its success 
depends on the way we work with them.” 

I cannot describe every aspect of the humanity of President 
Kim [1 Sung, a revolutionary, on account of limited space. But 
today, when I have got acquainted with various, brilliant results 
attained in the DPRK by virtue of that original, outstanding 
idea of Juche, I cannot but hold that President Kim II Sung is 
also the great revolutionary. In this sense, it can be said that 
the Korean people who hold the “‘respected leader President 
Kim Il Sung” in high esteem are a very blessed, enviable nation. 
In the DPRK there is absolutely no relationship between the 
ruler and the ruled, between the master and the servant, and 
between the exploiter and the exploited. There exists only a 
beautiful relationship between the affectionate father and 
children (the people) who adore and revere their father. 

Following our visit to Korea, a number of prominent figures 
of different strata from political circles, the academic world and 
the press in Japan visited the Republic. And many of them had 
an interview with President Kim I] Sung and heard his remarks 
on the internal and external policies before they were back 
home. On every such occasion the actual situation in the 
Republic was reported by television, radio and newspapers, and 
the relationship with the Republic, which had been a “‘close yet 
distant neighbour’’, was becoming closer as the days went by. 
It is certain that the understanding of the Republic has been 
deepened accordingly with each passing day. The number of 
visitors from Japan to Korea will increase daily in the future. 
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This notwithstanding, the discriminative, hostile policy of our 
government has been creating an obstacle to the travel from the 
Republic to Japan, and it is very seldom still today. It is 
needless to say that the freedom of mutual visit, along with the 
free travel to their homeland of Korean citizens in Japan, must 
be realized at the earliest possible date on the basis of the 
principles of respect for sovereignty, equality, mutual benefit 
and peaceful coexistence. 

The Republic is making a steady advance in construction, so 
I heard. Its looks today seem quite different from what it was 
like a year ago. I can see it even from a television and a news- 
paper. In this sense, it may be said that our view on the Repub- 
lic, which we visited more than two years ago, has already 
become obsolete. I felt it all the more keenly from the detailed 
report made by Mr. Masatsugu Matsumoto, Chief Editor of 
Miraisha, who travelled to Korea at the invitation of the Korean 
Academy of Social Sciences in April this year. 

I have directed special attention to the articles related to 
Korea in order to fill the gap of the two years’ time since my 
visit to Korea. News items on interviews with President 
Kim Il Sung have often appeared in newspapers and magazines 
since then. I read all of them and could confirm that I was not 
wrong in my basic judgement of the President and the Republic. 
This was a great pleasure to me. After my return home I, in 
compliance with a request, told the televisions, newspapers and 
magazines in detail about the impression of my interview with 
the President and about the progress of the Republic, avoiding 
my subjective point of view as best as I could. At first, how- 
ever, most people might have entertained a doubt as to the 
candid expression of my impressions. Frankly speaking, a great 
many Japanese people could have possibly doubted: “Your 
excessive praise rather sounds like a fiction. How could the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea be so splendid? Is 
President Kim I] Sung such a wonderful and great man?” But 
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it had been my conviction that everyone would have reached 
the same conclusion if he had seen the President and the 
Republic with a clear and straightforward eye. I had no fear of 
adverse criticism and slander of every description. 

What I told is now becoming clearer day after day. This 
shows that all the rest of the people had the same eye as mine 
after all. I am very pleased with it. I am ready to emphasize 
that President Kim II Sung is really a respectable person. 

By way of conclusion, I should like to tell just one more 
anecdote relative to my interview with the President. When 
my interview with him had at last come to an end after one 
hour and a half and he and other personnel present there had 
all risen from their seats, I approached his interpreter and asked 
him to deliver a small present to him. I explained to him that 
it was a souvenir from the 92-year-old mother of Junji 
Kinoshita, a gifted playwright of Japan, with her best wishes for 
the President’s good health and long life. The President at first 
gave a dubious look, but at once managed to understand what it 
was meant for. With a very gentle smile, he said: “Thank you 
very much. Please give my words of gratitude to Mr. 
Kinoshita’s mother and tell her that I wish her a long life.”’ On 
the eve of my return home the Chairman of the Korean Society 
for Cultural Relations with Foreign Countries called on me in 
the President’s stead and delivered me a lot of presents which, 
he said, the President was sending to Mr. Kinoshita’s mother. It 
can be fully imagined how happy she was at the unexpected gift 
from the President. Here, too, I could not but be impressed by 
the President’s deep solicitude and refined personality. 
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PRESIDENT KIM IL SUNG 
—MASTER OF LEADERSHIP 


Yawara Hata 


Governor of Saitama Prefecture, 
Japan 


Whenever I relax myself for a while after having got the 
complicated work off my hands in the prefectural office, 
memories of my visit to the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Korea returns to me. 

They never fail to come across my mind each time I aspire 
after a bright future, disheartened by the contradiction-charged 
society of Japan. Now, there ‘is no doubt that the DPRK has 
been engraved as an ideal land in my heart. 

An impression made on my mind to remain forever is that of 
the personality of most respected President Kim I] Sung, the 
image of a great man matchless in the world who has converted 
Korea into a glorious land of Juche where people are all enjoy- 
ing boundless happiness, in so short a period of 28 years since it 
was freed from the tyranny of the Japanese imperialists and 
militarists. 

I looked out over the city of Pyongyang from the fifth storey 
of the Potonggang Hotel where our party stayed to find that it 
was likened to a park robed in verdure and blessed with crystal- 
clear running waters. We were attracted by the sights of magnif- 
icent Pyongyang Indoor Stadium and fine apartments and many 
other high buildings rising here and there. 

The central part of Pyongyang, Chollima Street, a first-class 
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modern street by world standards, and the newly-laid Pipa 
Street show ideal beauty. What is more, rows of modern mag- 
nificent, beautiful apartment buildings which stretch eastward 
from Okryu Bridge spanning the limpid Taedong River, the high 
buildings of Kim Il Sung University, the Pyongyang Grand 
Theatre after the Korean style, the grandiose Pyongyang Indoor 
Stadium and the Pyongyang Students and Children’s Palace 
afford sights of unequalled beauty. 

Pyongyang, a beautiful parkish city, comes first in the world 
in the size of the green belt for each citizen. 

To my surprise, it is some 40 times as large as in case of 
Tokyo. 

Relying on the waste heat of the thermal power plant, the 
heating system was introduced into all districts of the city, with 
the result that every family was freed from the worries of fire 
accident by stoves and air pollution. 

In Korea priority is given to hygien and cultural requirements 
over production in all the factories and enterprises of Korea. 
Thus, they are put in better trim and their surroundings built up 
like parks. 

In addition, every district has schools, kindergartens, nurs- 
eries, shops and other necessary educational and welfare service 
facilities. 

It formes a sharp contrast to Tokyo, Saitama and other 
Japanese cities where workers eke out a living without any 
dwellings worthy of the name, and commuting by the tramcars 
filled to overflowing to boil to a jelly for one or two hours and 
ruining their health affected with smoke and noise. 

Indeed, Pyongyang was an earthly paradise where a man- 
centred philosophy was in full bloom and city planning was 
skilful. I asked an official: 

“Who was a city planner of Pyongyang?” He readily 
answered: “Of course, we designers drew lines of blueprint but 
President Kim I] Sung conceived a plan and unfolded a broad 
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vistas of Pyongyang.” 

In the year 1951 when Pyongyang was going through stern 
trials, engulfed in the flames of the grim Korean war, President 
Kim Ii Sung, Supreme Commander of the Korean People’s 
Army, I was told, went round Pyongyang in the teeth of flames 
and gave account of city planning—the orientation of recon- 
struction of Pyongyang, the formation of its central district, 
building of the network of road, residential quarters, parks, etc. 

He had stressed that Pyongyang should be rebuilt into a 
modern city fit for the people’s habitation, into a city more 
gorgeous and beautiful than before, and the Koreans should 
show their true worth in reconstruction, too. 

Even during the war President Kim Il Sung drew a blueprint 
for reconstruction and intended to rid the people of their 
hardships and bring them a thousand times happier life. Thanks 
to his great thought and preeminent leadership Pyongyang has 
been built so splendidly as we see today. 

When construction workers tried to have some modern apart- 
ments built in a place which was supposed to be covered by a 
park under the pretext of the limited building lot, the President 
called them to his side and strictly reasoned with them on their 
mistake, saying that green areas should not be used as construc- 
tion site even if the apartment houses should be built in another 
place. Recalling this lofty will of his, I still now feel my heart 
warming up. 

Before my eyes emerges like the screen the image of the 
President who travels day and night over faraway localities and 
out-of-the-way mountain villages to look after his people with 
tender affection. 

Pyongyang prospering under the care of President Kim I] Sung 
clearly showed me, a local governor in capitalist society, that 
city planning was not merely a technological problem but an 
ideological problem and brought me to realize the truth that 
only President Kim Il Sung’s outstanding thought on town 
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construction could give rise to such a veritable city for the 
people. 

Everything I saw and heard in Korea was new and marvellous 
to me. It was because all creative things were bound up with 
the people’s life and based on a lofty idea. 

Children, the rising generation, were really “kings” of the 
country. 

As can be seen in the grandiose Pyongyang Students and 
Children’s Palace, President Kim Il Sung spared nothing for 
children and provided them with every condition. As a result, 
the palace was equipped with all kinds of machines and com- 
munication devices and alive with children’s singing and dancing. 

Not only that, the universal 11-year compulsory education 
including the preschool education is completely free. Collegi- 
ans get a scholarship from the state. True it is too numerous to 
cite the examples of the happiness of the new generation in this 
country. 

Great progress was being made in fulfilling the three major 
tasks of the technical revolution, which was really enviable. 

It was especially noticeable that the irrigation, electrification, 
mechanization and chemicalization of agriculture was nearing 
completion and the gap between town and country was shrink- 
ing in a planned way. 

In Japan free competition between industry and agriculture 
causes a great influx of labour force from agriculture into 
industry, making it difficult even to preserve agriculture and, 
accordingly, the food supply problem poses itself as a serious 
matter. In this respect, too the Republic is an ideal land. 

The Republic also deserves to be called a model of the world, 
a paradise for women, in the respect of freeing women from the 
heavy burden of housekeeping too. The more I saw and heard, 
the more strongly I desired to see President Kim I! Sung who 
brought about all those miracles. 

On July 24, word came to me that President Kim Il Sung 
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called me to his side. The day’s emotion is still fresh in my 
memory. I did not notice how many hours had flown after 
throwing myself into a car. I was heedless of the scenes passing 
by the car window. 

In fact, it was my earnest desire to visit the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea and meet President Kim I] Sung ever 
since I became a member of the House of Representatives. 

However, this desire did not come true so easily. 

While studying his biography and selected works, I gained 
definite knowledge as to the essence of the Juche idea and his 
att of leadership. But since I was elected the Governor of 
Saitama Prefecture, I felt and impulse to meet him directly, 
instead of only reading his books. 

I felt the necessity of going to learn his art of leadership even 
to conduct the complex administrative affairs of the prefecture 
properly. So I ventured to send a letter to him, expressing my 
hope to visit the DPRK... 

My desire came true. Now I was afforded an opportunity to 
meet the President whom I, as a statesman, had long revered 
from the bottom of my heart. Indeed, my joy knew no bounds 
and my heart throbbed violently as time passed. 

Suddenly the crystal-clear water of a reservoir struck my eyes 
through the car window and a building was seen standing in 
thick green on the opposite side. 

When I ascended the stairs, President Kim I] Sung whose face 
was familiar enough to me by his pictures greeted me, smiling 
brightly, along with his wife Kim Song Ae. 

When the President warmly clasped my hand, I was overcome 
with a feeling of reverence I had long cherished towards him so 
that I did not feel I met him for the first time. 

He, along with his wife, took time from his busy work and 
warmly received me who was not a State guest but a mere head 
of an autonomous locality of Japan. This made me feel deep 
emotion and excitement. 
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Reading my mind the President put me at my ease laughing 
heartily and offering a cigarette. 

The President invited me to aluncheon and gave me valuable 
instructions for three and a half hours. 

At first I stiffened and felt uneasy about how to express what 
I had on my mind. But soon I got relaxed before I knew in his 
presence and I could freely tell him about the problems difficult 
for me to solve in a warm atmosphere. 

He explained how he, basing himself on the great Juche idea, 
had turned Korea, once a backward agrarian country, into a 
socialist industrial state, the first of its kind in Asia, in a brief 
space of time after liberation. 

When I heard the President’s words, through my mind flashed 
the thatch-roofed house in Mangyongdae where the great hero 
was born, the Korean Revolution Museum which shows his 
glorious and brilliant history and the bright faces of Koreans 
who, under the guidance of a peerless great leader, fully enjoy a 
happy life with a firm confidence in the morrow. 

Here is what I told him: 

‘My purpose of visit to the Republic is to learn even a little 
about the secret of your leadership over the socialist construc- 
tion which has been conducted under so difficult conditions 
and at that at a rapid speed unprecedented in the world. 

“The Juche idea was authored personally by you President, 
the entire people are equipped with this great idea, and you 
always find yourself among the people, sharing sweets and 
bitters with them. True, there are so many things to learn, | 
think....”’ 

Hearing me out the President said that the key to a leap 
forward in the socialist construction was not his wise leadership, 
but the firm unity of the Party and the people and their trust in 
each other. 

At the moment, I recalled to my mind a passage of his work 
which I had read before leaving Japan for Korea. 
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‘“‘The basis of the Juche idea is that man is the master of all 
things and the decisive factor in everything” 

He was the first to clarify the great truth that the masters of 
the revolution and construction are the masses of the people 
and they have also the capacity of winning victory in the revolu- 
tion and construction. This truth made it possible for the 
Korean people to find themselves in the position of master and 
display an unimaginable inexhaustible strength. 

When I saw the President always ascribing the signal success 
gained in the revolution and construction entirely to the people, 
masters of Korea, I could not but admire again his noble quali- 
ties worthy of a true great man. 

Indeed, there is no such a leader in the world as President 
Kim Il Sung who always goes among the people to give them 
guidance suited to the reality. And there is no such a leader as 
he who loves and treasures his people so much and enjoys the 
fullest confidence of his people. 

Nowhere in the world we can find such a people as the 
Korean people who pin their faith only on their leader and 
march forward rallying themselves firmly around him. 

The credit for all this, I thought, goes to President Kim II] Sung 
who fathered the immortal Juche idea pushing through a thorny 
path beset with difficulties, made his people true masters of the 
country and educated them in the revolutionary spirit of inde- 
pendence, self-sustenance and self-defence. 

At the same time, it is ascribable to the unequalled lofty 
qualities of the President. 

As Takeo Takagi stressed with admiration, he is a peerless 
master of leadership. 

Saitama Prefecture where I work as its governor neighbours 
Tokyo, on account of which it has not its own city planning 
until its population has grown to be 4.36 million. 

We are faced with numerous perplexing problems—lack of 
water service and sewerage systems, environmental pollution, 
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sky-rocketting price of land, housing shortage, etc. A more 
important problem is that of how to mobilize more than 8,000 
administrative functionaries in the prefecture under a single 
baton. It is all the more complex and difficult for me to 
conduct the administrative affairs of the prefecture as an inno- 
vatory governor under the circumstances where the Liberal 
Democratic Party assumes the reins of government. 

However, while hearing President Kim I] Sung I felt as if I 
were visualizing the road for me to follow as a progressive man, 
as an innovative governor, even under the capitalist system, a 
different social system. 

When I came to understand, though vaguely, the real meaning 
of his motto “The functionaries of power organs should become 
servants of the people’’, I was really envious of the Korean 
people, their servants in particular. 

I was lost in thought, “‘When will Japan carry on such a 
government as in Korea?” 

Even after that President Kim I] Sung frequently phoned us 
to inquire after our health and sent us valuable presents through 
the Chairman of the Korean Society for Cultural Relations with 
Foreign Countries. 

Such meticulous concern shown by President Kim Il] Sung 
made me admire him boundlessly; I really regarded it alone as 
the greatest honour and happiness to have an audience of him 
whom I respected and revered so deeply. 

Concluding this writing, I offer my warm thanks to respected 
President Kim Il Sung and I sincerely wish him a long life and 
good health. 
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